
OUTDOOR LAB SUMMER CAMP 
Arlington Public Schools/Science Office 

Syphax Education Center 

2110 Washington Boulevard/Arlington, VA 22204 

 
 
Dear Outdoor Lab Parent/Guardian: 
 
With the advent of warmer weather, preparations are underway at the Phoebe Hall Knipling Outdoor 
Laboratory for an exciting summer camp program. 
 
Your child is enrolled in Session B of the Outdoor Lab Summer Camp, which runs from July 10 
to July 14.  Campers should arrive at Kenmore Middle School (200 South Carlin Springs Road, just off of 
Route 50) on Monday, July 10, between 8:15 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.  Please bring a bag lunch for Monday. 
 
Students will return to Kenmore MS on Friday, July 14. We aim to have the bus back at approximately 
4:00 p.m.  Please make arrangements to pick up your camper at that time, with the understanding that 
traffic on Route 66 may cause delays. 
 
Enclosed you will find: 

• two (2) field trip forms required by APS: Parental Authorization/Emergency Care Combined Form, 
and Luggage/Lodging Search Permission 

• an Outdoor Lab Camper Form for parents to complete 

• a Medication Release Agreement. A separate form, signed by a physician, is needed for each 
prescription medication your child takes, specifying the dose and time(s) it is to be administered 

• an Over-the-Counter Medications form for you to sign and, if desired, to be approved and signed by 
a physician. See the instructions on the sheet included in this packet 

• a list of suggested clothing and equipment 

• a name badge template for the camper to design with his/her name or nickname 
Please return all forms and the Name Badge to the Science Office by Wednesday, June 21. 
 
Activities will begin on Monday with a series of group games as "ice breakers."  Throughout the week, 
campers will have the opportunity to gain hands-on experience in geology, ecology, meteorology, and 
natural history, as well as enjoy nature crafts, music and drama, evening programs, and an occasional night 
hike or campfire. Weather permitting, there will be an off-site hike mid-week, with transportation to and from 
the trailhead provided by APS bus. Campers will be sleeping in quality nylon tents on wood platforms and 
washing under solar showers. This is a cooperative experience and everyone is expected to pitch in with 
setting up, clean-up, and other camp-related chores.   
 
The Outdoor Lab staff will be on hand this summer, along with several APS teachers, a full-time cook, return 
counselors, and APS high school students volunteering as camp aides.  Senior staff has received training in 
First Aid and CPR. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  If you reach the answering 
machine, I am probably out with a school group or working on the property. Leave me a message and I’ll 
return your call.   
 
Looking forward to a great camp experience! 
 
 
 
Neil Heinekamp     
Outdoor Lab Director 
1-866-295-1118 (Toll-free Number for the Outdoor Lab) 


