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March 24, 2017 
 
 
Dear Community Members, 
 
I am writing to you about the FY 2018 County Budget and the $13 million budget gap Arlington Public Schools (APS) 
is currently facing. 
 
The School Board is extremely grateful that the County Manager’s Proposed Budget includes a recommendation for 
much-needed added funding for APS through a one-cent tax increase. If approved, the additional funding will ensure 
APS continues to provide excellent instruction to the children in Arlington County, employs remarkable staff, and 
maintains small class sizes. 
 
Since the Superintendent’s Proposed Budget was released, APS continues to identify efficiencies, which will assist the 
County Board in helping us address our $13 million budget gap.  The overwhelming driver in our needs-based budget 
is the increased funding necessary to provide teachers, materials and instructional spaces for the rapidly rising student 
enrollment. 
 
If APS does not receive the needed funding, closing the $13 million gap will have a significant impact on the delivery 
of services in our student’s classrooms as well as in our work to support the development of the whole child (e.g., 
meeting academic plus emotional, physical and social needs).  These changes would include: 

 Increasing class sizes at all levels  
 A delayed step increase for teachers and staff   
 A delay in adding much-needed psychologists and social workers to serve student needs  
 Elimination of additional positions throughout the school division 

 
These changes would lead to significant reductions in services for students and could undermine the continuous progress 
and achievements to ensure that all students succeed. 
 
I urge you to support the APS FY 2018 Budget by contacting the County Board and sharing your support for full funding 
of APS needs-based budget and the County Manager’s proposed tax increase.  Here are ways you can provide your 
feedback:    
 
Sign up to speak at one or both of the upcoming Arlington County Public Hearings by visiting 
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings/budget-tax-rate-procedures/advanced-speaker-signup/ 
 

‐ FY 2018 Budget Hearing on March 28, 2017 at 7 p.m.   
 
‐ FY 2018 Tax Rate Hearing March 30, 2017 at 7 p.m.   

 
Both Public Hearings will be held at 2100 Clarendon Blvd. Suite 300, Arlington, VA 22201.  
 
You may also submit feedback using the Proposed FY 2018 Budget Feedback Form available at 
https://budget.arlingtonva.us/proposed-fy18-feedback/  
 
As the County Manager recognized with his initial proposal, APS continues to proactively address the pressures from 
our rapidly growing enrollment, which continues to increase by over 800 new students each year.  APS is expected to 
reach and continue to grow beyond 30,000 students in 2021 – that’s only four years away.  Schools must continue to 
attract and retain high-quality teachers and support staff and provide instructional materials that students need to learn.   
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Schools must have the infrastructure in place to support our growing student population and maintain our excellent 
educational programs.  
 
Arlington Public Schools is a vital community asset. People choose to live in Arlington and businesses choose to be 
located in Arlington because of our great schools. 
 
Please help us in making sure the County Board provides sufficient funding for APS’ needs-based budget.  We believe 
that the additional $13 million funding is a sound and prudent investment in and for our community -- today and for the 
future.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support!  We urge you to contact the County Board to express support for fully 
funding APS’ needs-based budget.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nancy Van Doren 
Chair 
	


