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APS School Board 
@APSVaSchoolBd  

Contact the School Board: 
1426 North Quincy Street, Arlington, Virginia  22207   
Voice:  703-228-6015   Fax:  703-228-7640  Email: school.board@apsva.us 

 

February 2 School Board Meeting 

February 6 Open Office Hours 
 
Work Session on 
Enrollment and Transfer 
Policy 

February 9 Work Session on 
Literacy 

February 13 Open Office Hours 

February 16 School Board Meeting 

February 20 President’s Day– 
Holiday 

February 21 Open Office Hours 

February 10 Summer Activities Fair  
Thomas Jefferson 
Community Gym 

February 23 Superintendent’s FY 
2018 Budget 
Presentation & Budget 
Work Session #1 

February 27 Open Office Hours 

February 28 Budget Work Session #2 

Nancy Van Doren, Chair 
Barbara Kanninen, Vice Chair 
Reid Goldstein, Member 
James Lander, Member 
Tannia Talento, Member 
 
Staff:  
Melanie Elliott, Clerk 
Claudia Mercado, Deputy Clerk & 
Newsletter Editor 
Julianne Jones, Admin. Assistant 

 
The Board recognizes that as APS continues to increase in student enrollment, faces shifting 
demographics, and has evolving state education requirements — now more than ever — we require a 
continuous, collaborative and coordinated effort from across our community.  
 
The APS Action Plan charts key initiatives and activities planned to meet our instruction and 
infrastructure needs for the next 3-5 years, and provides a clear picture of how families, staff and 
community can stay involved and play an important role.  
 
As part of the Action Plan, our emphasis is currently on Drew Model Elementary School Vision, 
New High School for the Fall of 2022 and the Enrollment and Transfers for Schools and Programs 
Policy.  Stay abreast of developments and learn more about each initiative by following School 
Board meetings.  New on the School Board 
agendas under Monitoring Items is the 
Superintendent's APS 3-5 Year Action Plan 
Update.  At each Board meeting, the 
Superintendent provide an update on major 
initiatives that are part of the APS 3-5 Year 
Action Plan.  Visit www.apsva.us/plans/ for 
additional information and to get involved. 

APS will open the doors to a new high school in the Fall of 2022.  
Community engagement processes will take place from March 
through September to inform the public on the work as it 
proceeds.  As a part of this public process on the New High 
School Instructional Focus, the Advisory Council on Instruction 

(ACI) and the Advisory Council on School Facilities and Capital Programs (FAC) will convene a 
joint meeting on February 15, 2017 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at the Syphax Education Center, Room 
101/103.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss options for the instructional program and 
facility location for the new APS high school.  The APS staff recommendation to the School Board 
is planned for June 2017.     If you have questions or suggestions for the new high school 
instructional focus, please contact newhighschool@apsva.us.  

APS is currently in the process of determining the vision, mission, and program 
for Drew Model School.  Please provide your feedback by participating in the 
survey at www.apsva.us/drew-visioning/ until February 28.  For more information 
contact Catharina.Genove@apsva.us / 703-228-5825.  
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Mark your calendar – The Superintendent will present his Proposed FY 2018 Budget on February 23 at 7:30 p.m.  The presentation will be 
followed by a series of budget work sessions over the next few months.  Please visit www.apsva.us/budget-finance/ to view the full budget 
development calendar and additional information as the process moves forward.  

Each February Arlington Public Schools celebrates Black History 
Month and new this year, APS is debuting a video series 
highlighting “Living Legends of Arlington.” Staff interviewed 
lifelong Arlingtonians to ask them about what Black History Month 
means to them, reflect on their experiences as an African-American 
in this community, and provide their advice to students today.  Visit 
www.apsva.us/black-history-month/ to view videos and for a 
schedule of all events to commemorate Black History Month.  

The month of February marks the annual observance of School 
Board Appreciation Month — a good time to salute the work of 
School Board members and celebrate public education.  School 
Board members come from all walks of life and wear many 
hats.  Board members contribute hundreds and hundreds of hours 
each year leading our school division.  Please join Arlington Public 
Schools in saluting our Board members for their commitment and 
service to our community.  Read about each Board member at 
www.apsva.us/school-board-members/. 

The Board has added a School Board Office Staff section to the 
website.  Please visit  
www.apsva.us/about-the-school-board/school-board-staff/ to 
learn about staff responsibilities and contact information. 
  

Winter is here and that means possible school delays or closures.  
Throughout the winter season, APS encourages families to be 
prepared by establishing plans for alternate work arrangements 
and/or child care in the event schools have a delayed opening, 
close early, or are closed for the whole day.  Please visit  
www.apsva.us/emergency-alerts/ for more information on snow-
related closings, delays, and emergency updates.   

Visit www.apsva.us/school-board-meetings for a listing of all 
upcoming meeting dates.  Agendas and background information 
are posted on BoardDocs at  
www.boarddocs.com/vsba/arlington/Board.nsf/vpublic?open as 
they are available.  This month, the Board will hold work 
sessions on the Enrollment and Transfer Policy and on Literacy 
in APS. 
 
Agendas are subject to change without notice and the public is 
encouraged to check the website in advance to confirm details or 
changes.   

APS invites families, staff, students and community members to 
share comments that will help develop the Superintendent’s Draft 
Calendar for the 2017-18 School Year.  Please provide your 
feedback by participating in the survey at  
www.apsva.us/post/aps-2017-18-calendar-feedback-form/ until 
February 6.  The Board will act upon the proposed calendar in 
March. 

 
 

Staff has developed a first draft of revisions to School Board Policy 25-2.2 Enrollment and Transfers for Schools 
and Programs.  This draft will be shared with the community on February 3 for discussion and feedback.  Two 
community discussions are scheduled.  Both meetings will present the same information so community members 
only need to attend one: 
 Wed, Feb. 22. 7 p.m. at Washington-Lee HS (1301 N Stafford St) 
 Thu, Mar. 2 7 p.m. at Wakefield HS (1325 S Dinwiddie St) 
The meetings will be live streamed on Facebook and a video of the meeting will be posted at www.apsva.us/
transfer-policy-revisions/. 

Visit www.apsva.us/plans/ for additional information and to get involved. 
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