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January 3 Open Office Hours 
 

January 5 Welcome Reception for 
Tannia Talento 
 
School Board Meeting 
 

January 9 Open Office Hours 
 

January 17 Open Office Hours 
 

January 19 School Board 
Meeting 
 

January 20 Inauguration Day– 
Holiday 
 

January 23 Open Office Hours 
 
Kindergarten 
Information Night 
 

January 16 Holiday 
 

January  Open Office Hours 
 

Nancy Van Doren, Chair 
Barbara Kanninen, Vice Chair 
Reid Goldstein, Member 
James Lander, Member 
Tannia Talento, Member 
 
Staff:  
Melanie Elliott, Clerk 
Claudia Mercado, Deputy Clerk & 
Newsletter Editor 
Julianne Jones, Admin. Assistant 

Tannia Talento has been an active member of the 
community who has volunteered at the schools and 
served on many committees, most recently on the 
Facilities Study Committee and the Career Center 
Parent Advisory Committee.  Her enthusiastic energy 
and passion for Arlington Public Schools will be an 
asset to the Board.    
 
Tannia Talento and her husband are a blended family 
with five children, three APS graduates who are 
currently in college and two who attend Washington-
Lee High School.  
 
Visit with Ms. Talento during Open Office Hours, no appointment necessary.  The schedule is 
available at www.apsva.us/contact-the-school-board/open-office-hours/  

At the January 5 meeting, the School Board adopted the charge for the joint Advisory Committee on 
Transportation Choices (ACTC).  The ACTC will advise the Joint Committee on Transportation 
Choices, made up of County and APS staff.  Both committees will collaborate to integrate and expand 
safe, sustainable and innovative transportation choices for APS students, families and staff.  
 
The ACTC committee will include voting members from the County’s Transportation Commission 
and Pedestrian, Bicycle and Transit Advisory Committees.  Parents from elementary, middle and high 
schools, a parent of a student with special transportation needs and teachers, high school students and 
an APS staff commuter will also be appointed to the committee.   
 

If you are interested in serving in the ACTC, please 
visit www.apsva.us/school-board-advisory-councils-
and-committees/  
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Mark your calendar – The Superintendent will present his 
Proposed FY 2018 Budget on February 23 at 7:30 p.m.  The 
presentation will be followed by a series of budget work sessions 
over the next few months.  Please visit www.apsva.us/budget-
finance/ to view the full budget development calendar and 
additional information as the process moves forward.  

The APS Action Plan charts key initiatives 
and activities planned to meet our instruction 
and infrastructure needs for the next 3-5 years, 
and provides a clear picture of how families, 
staff and community can play an important 
role.  
 
Visit www.apsva.us/plans/ for additional 
information and to stay abreast as the plan 
evolves. 

The Board will begin the process of reviewing School Board 
Policy 25-2.2 Enrollment  and Transfers for Schools and 
Programs to consider revisions that address capacity and 
enrollment.  Possible changes to the policy will be implemented 
in the 2018-19 School Year.  Please check the APS website and 
look out for APS School Talk messages for information on 
community engagement and a timeline for the process.  

Beginning in February 2017, APS will launch a community 
engagement process to determine the instructional focus for the 
new high school which will open in Sept. 2022.  The process will 
include: 

February-March: Review of current APS K-12 programs and 
options 

April: Community survey 

March-June: Identify and analyze the possibilities 

July-September: Finalize the staff recommendation 

October: Staff recommendation to the School Board 

Information will be available at https://www.apsva.us/instruction/
new-high-school/ as the process develops.  Questions or 
suggestions for the new high school instructional focus can be 
sent to newhighschool@apsva.us.  

Winter is here and that means there is always a possibility of 
school delays and closures.  Throughout the winter season, APS 
encourages families to be prepared by establishing plans for 
alternate work arrangements and/or child care in the event 
schools have a delayed opening, close early, or are closed for the 
whole day.  Please visit  https://www.apsva.us/emergency-alerts/ 
for more information on snow-related closings, delays, and 
emergency updates.   

The new Arlington Public Schools website has been up and 
running for about 6 months now.  Please provide your 
feedback and suggestions by visiting www.apsva.us/post/
please-help-us-improve-website/.  The survey will be available 
until Jan. 19.  

This year’s contest received over 1,000 submissions illustrating 
the students’ perspective based on the quote by Dr. King during a 
1965 speech, “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter.” 

A video highlighting this year’s winners will be presented at 
Arlington County’s 47th annual tribute to Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. on Sun, Jan. 15 at Wakefield High School from 5 to 
6:30 p.m.  The School Board will also honor the students at its 
meeting on Thu, Jan. 19 at 7:30 p.m.  


