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March 6 Open Office Hours 

March 7 Civic Federation 
Presentation 

March 9 School Board Meeting 

March 10 Committee of the Whole 

March 13 Open Office Hours 

March 15 Budget Work Session #3 
 
Work Session on 
Enrollment and Transfer 
Policy 

March 20 Open Office Hours 

March 21 Budget Work Session #4 

March 23 School Board Meeting/
Public Hearing on the 
Superintendent’s 
Proposed FY 2018 
Budget 

March 27 Open Office Hours 

March 28 Work Session on 
Personalized Learning 

Nancy Van Doren, Chair 
Barbara Kanninen, Vice Chair 
Reid Goldstein, Member 
James Lander, Member 
Tannia Talento, Member 
 
Staff:  
Melanie Elliott, Clerk 
Claudia Mercado, Deputy Clerk & 
Newsletter Editor 
Julianne Jones, Admin. Assistant 

 
Dear APS Students, Families, Staff and Community, 
 
We first want to offer our sincerest gratitude to all of you for your daily support to provide a 
welcoming, safe and caring learning environment for each and every student. It’s our most important 
duty. We have heard from families, students and staff about concerns in light of the most recent 
changes to our nation’s political landscape. Please be assured that all of us in APS are here to 
support our students, their families and our staff as we work to find ways to move forward. 
 
Although some of the information that follows is not new, we want to take this opportunity to: 
1. Reaffirm for our entire community that we are unwavering in our commitment to maintaining 

school communities where ALL students know they are safe, nurtured, welcomed, respected, 
and included so they can achieve their full potential. 

2. Share the APS policies that support our work to ensure a climate of caring and support. 
3. Provide resources for families. 
4. Impart final thoughts about our commitment and ask you to join us in these uncertain times to 

work together for the good of our children. 
 
Our APS Vision and Commitment to Children 
The hallmark of our work is that ALL students should experience freedom from harassment, 
judgement or prejudice. In these challenging times, I want to remind everyone in our APS family 
that our Vision as a school system has not changed: 

“Arlington Public Schools is a diverse and inclusive school community, committed to academic 
excellence and integrity. We provide instruction in a caring, safe and healthy learning 
environment, responsive to each student, in collaboration with families and the 
community.” 

 
Over the past few months, some of our families and students have expressed apprehension and fear 
about the safety of students at school. We have heard concerns from a wide array of community 
representatives including immigrant, LGBTQ, Jewish, Muslim and other faith communities, African-
American and Latino neighbors, and those from across the entire political spectrum. I want to assure 
all APS families that we are here to work with you to ensure that your children have a safe place to 
grow and learn, and that families and their beliefs will be respected in our schools.   
 

 
Complete and signed letter is available in the Important Documents section of the School Board site 
at www.apsva.us/about-the-school-board/important-documents/ 

   
In addition, the APS homepage provides a link to the Arlington Immigration Resources page 
available at https://topics.arlingtonva.us/resources-immigrants/ 
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At the February 23 School Board meeting, the Superintendent presented his Proposed 
FY 2018 Budget of $617.0 million.  A summary can be found at  
www.apsva.us/post/arlington-superintendent-presents-proposed-budget-2017-18-school-year/. 
 
Feedback related to the Proposed Budget may be submitted to engage@apsva.us or via 
the online form at www.apsva.us/engage/engage-aps-online-feedback/ 
 
The School Board will hold a Public Hearing on the Superintendent's Proposed FY 
2018 Budget on March 23.  Sign up to speak at  
www.apsva.us/school-board-meetings/sign-up-to-speak/ until March 22 at 4 p.m. or fill 
out a Request to Speak Form the night of the meeting and give the form to the School 
Board Clerk.  
 

A School Talk message will be sent at the beginning of each month with a listing of 
School Board meetings for that month.  Meetings and related information can also be 
found at www.apsva.us/school-board-meetings.   
 
Agendas and background information are posted on BoardDocs at  
www.boarddocs.com/vsba/arlington/Board.nsf/vpublic?open as they are available.  
Note that agendas are subject to change without notice and the public is encouraged to 
check the website in advance to confirm details or changes.   

APS has launched a new section on the website called Engage with APS to partner with the 
entire community to create the best learning experiences for students.  The purpose of this 
section is to provide the community a place to communicate with the School Board and staff 
about APS initiatives.   
 
Visit Engage with APS at www.apsva.us/engage/ to participate in surveys related to the current 
initiatives such as New High School, Drew Visioning, Enrollment and Transfers policy revisions 
and the FY 2018 Proposed Budget.  Please share suggestions, ideas and feedback!  In addition, 
Engage with APS features a calendar of important dates such as School Board meetings, work 
sessions, community engagement processes, community meetings and related events.  

March 23 Public Hearing on Superintendent’s 
Proposed Budget 

March 28 Public Hearing on County Budget 

March 30 Public Hearing on Tax Rate 

April  

April 6 Board Action– School Board’s 
Proposed FY 2018 Budget 

April 7 School Board presentation of APS 
Budget to County Board 

April 18 Budget Work Session #5 (if needed) 

April 20 Public Hearing on School Board’s 
Proposed Budget 

April 22 County Board adoption of FY 2018 
County Budget 

May  

May 4  Board Action Item– School Board’s 
Adopted FY 2018 Budget 

March  

Save the Date! Join the School Board to celebrate Honored Citizen award recipients.  
The Board will recognize community members who have made extraordinary 
contributions to the schools on a voluntary basis.    
 
This year the ceremony will be part of the April 20, 2017 School Board meeting at the 
APS Education Center.  A reception will be held at 6:30 p.m. followed by the 
recognition ceremony at 7 p.m. 
 
 
 


