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November 1 
 

Joint County/School 
Board Work Session 
6-9 p.m. 
County Board 

November 3 School Board 
Meeting 

November 7 Open Office Hours 

November 7 Middle School 
Information Night 
7 p.m. 
Washington-Lee  

November 9 High School 
Boundary 
Refinements Work 
Session 
7 p.m. 
Wakefield 

November 11 Veteran’s Day– 
Holiday 

November 14 Open Office Hours  

Nancy Van Doren, Chair 
Barbara Kanninen, Vice Chair 
Reid Goldstein, Member 
James Lander, Member 
Emma Violand-Sánchez, Member 
 
Staff:  
Melanie Elliott, Clerk 
Claudia Mercado, Deputy Clerk & 
Newsletter Editor 
Julianne Jones, Assistant 

Arlington Tech is a rigorous, project-based high 
school program where students leverage 
interdisciplinary academic knowledge with skills 
developed in Career and Technical (CTE) classes.  
The program prepares students to succeed in 
college and in the workplace using collaborative 
problem solving and other skills. 
  
Arlington Tech is open to all 8th grade students in 
Arlington who meet the application requirements.  
On November 15, Arlington Tech will host 
“Arlington Tech Information Night for 
Prospective Parents” from 7 to 8:30 p.m.  in the 
commons at the Career Center.  

 

Arlington Tech's first graduating class of 2020!  

The School Board is listening to the voices of 
students, parents and community stakeholders to 
help define a vision and recommendations for the 
future of Drew Model School.  

The goals for this community conversation are to:  

 Collaborate with the community to determine 
a shared vision for Drew that is attractive to 
students and their families, embraces the 
school’s rich history, and prepares its students 
and the community for the future. 

 
 Collaborate with the Montessori community to 

plan for the future program move. 

For information on the application 
requirements contact Catherine Steinmetz, 

Coordinator, at 703-228-5811 

The APS Action Plan charts key 
initiatives and activities planned to meet 
our instruction and infrastructure needs 
for the next 3-5 years, and provides a 
clear picture of how families, staff and 
community can play an important role.  
 
Visit www.apsva.us/plans/ for 
additional information and to stay 
abreast as the plan evolves. 

A community meeting will be held on Dec. 8 from 6:30-8 p.m. at Drew for a discussion on 
the future  vision of the school.  For more information, contact Catharina Genove, 
Principal, at 703-228-5825 or visit www.apsva.us/drew-visioning.  
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Comments or questions about the high 
school boundary refinement process can 
be submitted by email at 
apsboundaries@apsva.us or by telephone 
(in English and Spanish) at  
703-228-6310.   

At the Nov. 15 meeting, the Board will begin planning for the 2017-18 school year budget 
by discussing its proposed budget direction.  The FY 2018 direction will address enrollment 
growth, support academic success for every student and focus on retention of high quality 
staff.  The Board will act upon its budget direction at the Dec. 1 meeting.  Information 
about the budget for the next school year will be posted at www.apsva.us/budget-finance/ as 
the process moves forward.  

 

At the October 20 meeting, the School 
Board approved the schematic design for 
the new elementary school that will be built 
at the Jefferson Middle School site. The 
new school will provide at least 750 seats 
and will open for the start of the 2019-20 
school year. It will be a multi-story and 
energy efficient building on the northwest 
corner of the Jefferson Middle School site 
and will include structured parking. The 
project is expected to cost $59 million.    

Please visit www.apsva.us/design-and-
construction/new-elementary-school-
jefferson-site/ for more information. 

 

November 15 High School 
Boundary 
Refinements Public 
Hearing/School Board 
Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

November 21 Open Office Hours  

November  
23-25 

Thanksgiving Break 

November 28 Open Office Hours  

Gunston Middle School  
Odyssey of the Mind Team 

 
On November 15, the Board will act upon 
the 2017-18 Program of Studies.  Revisions 
to the Program of Studies will ensure that 
courses align with the Virginia Department 
of Education, the APS Strategic Plan, and 
students’ interests and needs; adherence to 
evidence-based best practices; and the 
development of critical thinking, creative 
thinking, collaboration, communication and 
citizenship.  

The Program of Studies is available online 
at www.apsva.us/for-parents/program-of-
studies/.  Check out the new courses! 

At the Nov. 3 meeting, the School Board will listen 
to staff recommendations to refine high school 
attendance boundary zones, to balance enrollment 
and better utilize spaces at the three comprehensive 
high schools.  The refinements will take effect in 
September 2017 and will apply to current eighth 
grade students who will be entering high school 
next fall, and to each freshman class in the 
following three school years.  

Staff recommendations will be reviewed at a 
Work Session on November 9.  The School 
Board will hold a public hearing during the Nov. 
15 School Board meeting.  The meeting will 
begin at 6:30 p.m.  Requests to speak during the 
public hearing portion of the Nov. 15 meeting 
will be accepted until 7 p.m.    

The final high school boundary refinement plan will 
be acted upon at the regular School Board meeting 
on Thu, Dec. 1.  For additional information, please 
visit www.apsva.us/APSboundaries. 

The Arlington County Board and Arlington  
School Board are seeking applicants for a new 
advisory group, the Joint Facilities Advisory 
Commission (JFAC).  The commission is a new 
advisory  group that will provide input on 
facilities needs assessment, 
capital improvement plans and long-range 
facility planning for both the County 
Government and Arlington Schools.  Deadline 
to apply is  November 16.  

Additional information and how to apply may 
be found at www.apsva.us/post/seeking-
applicants-new-joint-government-schools-
advisory-group/.   


