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LEARNING THAT WORKS FOR ARLINGTON! 

Food & Fitness students at Washington-Lee High 

School conducted an experiment that yielded some      

unpleasant results.  The purpose of the experiment was to 

demonstrate why it may not be sanitary to handle or use 

electronic devices, such as a cell phone, in the kitchen.  

Using sterile swabs, students wiped the surface of their 

devices, as well as other items they might bring into the 

kitchen, such as a pen, and then transferred the samples 

onto petri dishes.  Students labeled the dishes so they could 

keep track of the samples and then let them grow for a 

week.  The results of one of the petri dishes is pictured, 

which yield the growth of bacteria.  The experiment 

demonstrated to students the importance of only bringing 

items into the kitchen that 

are pertinent to cooking 

and food preparation. 

Chris Taylor is the           

Family and Consumer 

Sciences Teacher at 

Washington-Lee. 
Some Students enrolled in IB Design                               

Technology at Washington-Lee High School 
attended the Maker Faire in Silver Spring, MD on   

Sunday, September 25th.  This free event, presented by 

KID Museum, provided opportunities for children and 

adults to participate in projects and demonstrations 

that included 3D printers and vinyl cutters,                            

repurposing of recycled materials, human computer 

interaction displays and robotics.  Pictured below,  

students examine an 

electric car.  W-L 

Technology &               

Engineering             

Teacher, Danielle 

Meyer, accompanied                

students to the 

event.     

Students in the EMT/Human Anatomy and 

Physiology class at the Arlington Career           

Center are learning how to lift and move patients.  

During a recent lesson, students practiced using the 

stair chair, the wheeled stretcher and a flexible Reeves 

stretcher.  Saruhan Hatipoglu is the EMT-Instructor at 

the Career Center. 

Stair Chair Wheeled stretcher 

Technology Education students at Gunston Middle 

School are learning about mass production and prototyping 

with cookies!  Students designed and printed cookie cutters 

using TinkerCad and a 3-D 

printer.  Students had planned 

to use the cutters to make 

cookies for a fun raising             

project. Christopher Paterno 

is the Technology Education 

Teacher at Gunston. 

Students at Thomas Jefferson Middle School             
wanted to find out if bread handled with unwashed hands 

spoiled faster than bread handled with clean hands.   In an 

experiment, students placed  

slices of bread in different 

bags.  Some of the bread 

was handled with clean 

hands while others were 

handled with unwashed 

hands.  The bags of bread 

were displayed in the  

classroom for observation.  

After five days, mold was  observed on the bread handled 

with unwashed hands, however, the bread handled with 

clean hands did not contain mold.  Heather Boda is the 

Family and Consumer Sciences Teacher at Jefferson. 

  

Barbering I is a new 

course this year, offered 

at the Career Center.  

Pictured: Wayne Cutz, 

the Partnership barber, 

works with a student.   

 

Desire Alexander is the 

course Instructor. 

mailto:kris.martini@apsva.us
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Entrepreneurship students at Langston were 

asked to identify a small business they could start based 

on their interests or talents.  One student in the class is 

creating a business plan for selling crocheted items   

such as blankets, scarves, and hats.  Business plans  

include how to “pitch” an idea as well as how to market 

it.  In the photo below, a student is doing her pitch for a 

mock crochet-party for the sale of her merchandise.  

The completed business plans will be presented at the 

end of the semester to the class.  Iris Gibson is the    

Business & 

Information 

Technology 

Teacher at 

Langston. 

 

 

 

 

Students in Marlon Telleria’s     

Principles of Engineering class 

at Wakefield High School are 

learning about the mechanical      

advantage of simple machines.    

Students are using VEX equipment,                                           

sprockets, pulley drives and spur train gear to create 

simple machines which are 

then being used to design and 

build compound machines. 

The compound machines 

were to be built strong 

enough to  lift a one kilogram 

weight.   

Follow us on Twitter @APS_CTAE  

for more CTE news 

Every Tuesday and Thursday, students taking Early               

Childhood Education (ECE) at the Career Center participate 

in field work.  Teachers’ at Patrick Henry Elementary School, the  

Alternatives for Parenting Teens Day Care and at the Career Center 

Preschool request  student assistants for such activities as reading with 

a child, classroom projects, helping students during meal time, and 

designing a bulletin board.  ECE students rotate to a new classroom 

each quarter.  These opportunities provide students with workplace 

readiness skills and authentic learning experiences. Ruth Bilodeau, the 

Early Childhood Education Teacher, feels this is the most beneficial 

aspect of the program.  

Forensic Science students at the Career Center were treated 

to a presentation by the Video Surveillance Director of the Metro 

Transit Police, Mike Minchak.  Mr. Minchak answered students' 

questions about how to conduct surveillance of the Metro (both 

trains and buses) and how quickly crimes can be solved with the use 

of video technology. He also discussed qualifications to work in both 

law enforcement and civilian positions at the video facility. 

 

Students in Elizabeth Briones Business &           

Information Technology classes at Williamsburg 

Middle School spent a week learning about anti-cyber 

bullying.  During the week, students studied what cyber 

bullying is, how to avoid it, and what to do if it happens.  

Ms. Briones invited the school’s Social Worker, Matt 

Sims, and the School Psychologist, Brooke Zeller, to 

speak in the classroom about the effects and roles of 

cyber bullying.  They also acted out different             

scenarios that 

could happen to       

students, followed 

by a  discussion of 

each of the              

scenarios.   

Arlington Education and Employment Program (REEP) 

teachers, staff and AmeriCorps members were in attendance 

for the “We Are All Arlington! Understanding and Celebrating Our 

40-Year Legacy of Immigrants” event that took place on September 

23rd at Wakefield High School.  A community-based effort, the event 

featured a variety  of exhibits.  AmeriCorps members from both 

REEP and Edu-Futuro helped staff an information table that was part 

of the exhibits in Wakefield’s “town hall.”  The exhibits included a 

sawdust-and-rice “carpet” created by a master artist from Guatemala, 

a newly published history of “Little Saigon,” the Vietnamese       

community in Clarendon, costumed dancers from Comité              

ProBolivia, a photo exhibit including portraits of former REEP           

students, and a series of fabric panels explaining milestones in             

Arlington’s recent history.  One of these panels focused on Educators 

and highlighted REEP’s involvement, since its founding 41 years 

ago, in the effort to help refugees and immigrants adapt to their new 

country.  


