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LEARNING THAT WORKS FOR ARLINGTON! 

Kenmore FACS Teacher  

recipient of state award for 

outstanding community   

service 
 

Beverly Coyle is the recipient of the       

Virginia Association for Teachers of               

Family and Consumer Sciences 

(VATFACS) Outstanding FACS Teacher 

in Community Service award. The award 

was presented at the Virginia Association 

of  Teachers of Family & Consumer       

Science Conference on August 2, 2016 in 

Roanoke, VA.  Ms. Coyle was nominated 

for this award by Phyllis Gandy, the CTE              

Supervisor, because of the many           

community service projects that took place 

in her classroom.  Projects include sewing 

quilts, which were 

donated to the 

Ronald McDonald 

House, designing 

and making tote 

bags for the                             

Carpenter’s Shelter 

in Alexandria, and 

canned food drives 

for AFAC. 

 

Congratulations! 

  Williamsburg Robotics Team visits new Thinkabit Engineering Lab 
 

The Williamsburg WOLFBOTS Robotics Team were beta testers of a new           

engineering makerspace lab called Thinkabit.  The group was invited by 

Dr. Jim Egenrieder, Director of the Virginia Tech Qualcomm Thinkabit   

Engineering Lab.  Members of the WOLFBOTS were the first students to 

test out the lab by experimenting with the Arduino electronic processors, 

computer coding, and building a robo-craft.  Students also learned about 

the world of engineering and various engineering careers.  The concept of 

a makerspace lab allows students an opportunity to experience the type of 

work an engineer does. The Thinkabit Lab is located at Virginia Tech 

Northern Virginia Center on Haycock Road in Falls Church, VA.   

Arlington Career Center students win 

Gold & Silver at National SkillsUSA 

Championships 
 

Arlington Career Center  

student Pablo Wilson was 

awarded the first place Gold 

medal in Medical Math at 

the annual National                    

Leadership and Skills             

Conference and SkillsUSA 

Championships.  The                   

conference took place June 

22-23, 2016 in Louisville, 

KY.  Participants in the Medical Math contest must complete 

a 50-question test  in four hours.  Wilson was a student in 

Ms. Anne Cupero’s Forensic Science class.  Four students in 

Mr. Tom O’Day’s Television Production classes were         

awarded silver medals for their efforts in the Broadcast News 

contest.  A team contest, students work in groups of four to 

write and produce a three-minute professional news                           

broadcast.  Student winners 

are Daniela Londono, Brian 

McTyre, Alex Pageotte and 

Fernando Rocha.  All     

contest winners receive   

medallions and frequently 

receive tools of their trade 

and/or scholarships to       

further their careers and    

education. 

mailto:kris.martini@apsva.us
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FACS students at Stratford        

celebrate National Peanut Day 
 

Students in Marilyn Scholl’s Home Living classes 

at Stratford celebrated National Peanut Day on 

September 13th by making honey milk balls.  This 

quick, nutritious snack is made by combining one 

cup each of powdered milk and old fashioned oats 

with 1/2 cup each of honey and peanut butter.    

Students combined these ingredients and then 

rolled them into one inch 

balls to eat and enjoy!   
 

Meet our new STEM Specialists 
 

New this year, Arlington Public Schools 

now has two STEM Specialists to help 

support teachers, PTA activities or 

clubs, and students in STEM               

Education.  Science, Technology,     

Engineer ing, Math education foster s                         

inquiring minds, logical reasoning, and 

collaboration skills across curriculum 

content areas.  Marcella Park is the elementary STEM   

Specialist and Pamela Nagurka is the secondary STEM 

Specialist.  Contact them to learn how 

to better integrate STEM in your 

school.   Their new website includes a 

variety of STEM resources for both 

teachers and parents and can be       

accessed by clicking here.   

 

 

Twitter: @APS_STEM  

A CTE Success Story  
 

 

Below is a portion of a note written to Lisa Moore, 

Business & Information Technology Teacher and      

DECA Advisor at Washington-Lee High School, by a 

former student earlier this month: 

   

Good evening Miss Moore. I know that it's very late at 

night, but I just wanted to let you know that yesterday I 

had an interview for a position as a member                          

relationship advisor.  It's basically like a personal 

banker type of position. My managers were very             

impressed by my performance and they were really 

amazed at how poised I was during the interview. Long 

story short, yesterday at 6 PM I found out I had gotten 

the job. Today our HR Coordinator came by to give me 

my offer letter and they expressed to me how impressed 

they had been at my performance during the interview 

and I told them that I owe it all to you. Thanks to    

DECA and all the training that you gave us for the real 

world I can proudly say that what I learned has paid 

off and I am so grateful to have met you. Thank you so 

much for all you taught me.  

 

 

CTAE on Twitter @APS_CTAE 

Marcella Park 

Pamela Nagurka 

http://www.apsva.us/STEM

