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LEARNING THAT WORKS FOR ARLINGTON! 

Empathy in an Envelope, an article written by Kenmore 

FACS teacher Beverly Coyle, was published in the        

September 2017 edition of  Techniques.  In the article, 

Coyle says “as the world grows smaller and more                

connected, the need for empathy grows larger and more 

important than ever.”  She describes how the FACS            

language arts unit “Empathy in an Envelope” can be used 

“to connect with students while teaching empathy through 

reading, writing, listening, and speaking.”  Techniques          

is published monthly by the Association for Career and 

Technical Education (ACTE).  Ms. Coyle will present a 

workshop on December 7, 2017 at 

the ACTE CareerTech VISION 

2017 Conference in Nashville, TN 

to share techniques to integrate 

reading, writing, listening,                  

speaking, and the arts.  

The Virginia Technology & Engineering Educators 

Association (VTEEA) summer  conference will be held 

locally next year, at the Hilton in Alexandria, VA July         

25-27, 2018.  The conference planning committee is                  

currently accepting applications for presenters.  Topics of  

interest include safety procedures, robotics, 

and cybersecurity, to name a few.  Danielle 

Meyer is the president-elect of VTEEA and a 

CTE teacher at Washington-Lee.  Click here 

for more information about the conference. 

Students in Marilyn Faris Scholl’s Home     

Living classes at the Stratford Program 

made rainbow fruit cups.  Blueberries, green 

grapes, pineapple, clementine slices, and                       

strawberries were used to create this               

colorful and nutritious snack.  Students used 

several tools to cut the fruit into bite size 

pieces including a 

table knife, a grape 

slicer, and  a pineap-

ple slicer. The pieces 

of fruit were layered 

into a clear  cup.  

 

Students also recently   

prepared a broccoli peanut 

salad.  A clever cutter was 

used for cutting the              

broccoli into bite-sized 

pieces.  Students wore a 

chainmail glove to         

protect their hand. 

Eighth grade students in Heather Boda’s Family &             

Consumer Sciences class at Thomas Jefferson Middle 

School completed a project that involved compar ing 

flowerpots to families.  They brain-

stormed actions or things that can break 

family relationships apart, and those that 

heal or bring families together. The        

students concluded that healing may be 

difficult, but worth the effort!  

Wakefield Entrepreneurship student                 

Arti Shala will attend the 2017 National 

Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge on           

October 12th in New York City.  Arti won first 

place in the NFTE DC Region Business Plan                   

competition in the spring for his product 

called Shalatech, a wireless charging case for 

the iPhone.  You can view and vote for his 

elevator pitch on the NFTE website.  The 

nominee who earns the most votes will         

receive an award of $2,500.00.  Maureen 

Naughton is a Business 

and Information Technol-

ogy Teacher at Wakefield. 

She is also the NFTE Lead    

Teacher for the DC region. 

W-L Food & Fitness students investigated a " Crime 

Scene" in the FACS lab, identifying 

what went wrong when a mystery 

guest, Devon Disaster, decided to 

cook.  Some examples included             

putting out a grease fire with water 

and not cleaning up broken glass with your hands.   

The Yorktown Child Development class             

recently completed a unit on 

Child Safety.   As a way of               

sharing about what they learned, 

students created memes.  Zahra 

Castellano is the Family &   

Consumer Sciences Teacher. 

mailto:kris.martini@apsva.us
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Follow us on Twitter 

@APS_CTAE  

for more CTE news 

A senior and full time student at the Arlington Career 

Center, Marco Sirabella, will run a Jupyter server for  the 

Math and Computer Science Programs.  It is an interactive 

online tool used by scientists and data analysts to explore and 

document their work.  In addition to working with the specific 

requirements of Career Center 

Instructors, Jeff Elkner and 

Isaac Zawolo, Marco will be 

working with the broader           

Jupyter community to test and 

contribute to the development 

of new education features of 

the Jupyter project. 

Following a discussion on fiscal policy, students 

in Iris Gibson’s Economics & Personal              

Finance class at Langston completed an 

online exercise to find a way to reduce the U.S. 

government debt.  To do this, students made 

decisions about how to increase or decrease 

spending on various government programs to 

reduce the debt to 40% of the gross domestic 

product by 2050. 

Most students were 

able to achieve this 

target.   

 

Engineering II students at the Arlington        

Career Center are completing work on a    

solar charging station.  Students designed and 

built the charging station using six 100 watt  

solar panels to supply enough voltage to charge 

laptops and cell 

phones.  Robert    

Johnson, a Trade & 

Industrial teacher at 

the Career Center, is 

overseeing this          

project. 

New this school year, students in eighth grade can take              

robotics.  Interest in robotics at the middle school level has 

allowed for the creation of eight classes across the county.                

Enrolled students will learn to design and build a robot, integrate 

the electronics, and program          

robots.  The addition of a robotics 

course for middle school students 

supports Governor McAuliffe’s 

agenda to prepare our students 

for the New Virginia Economy.   

  
 
 

Digital Input Technology students at H-B 
Woodlawn are explor ing the new iPhone 

X for a project. Students are researching the 

current features and coming up with new 

ideas as well as improvements!  Nekya Ball 

is the Business & Technology Teacher. 

 

Food and Fitness classes at W-L explored the                         

question “why can't we use our cell phone's in the 

kitchen when something is baking?" by                    

conducting an experiment. Students made agar,   

a jelly-like substance, and put it into sterile petri 

dishes.  Once solidified, students first swabbed  

their phones, as well as other kitchen places, then  

ran the swabs over the agar.  After two days,   

students observed 

mold growth on the 

agar and found out 

first hand how many 

germs are on their 

phones.  Chris      

Taylor is the FACS 

teacher at W-L. Upcoming Event:  

Cosmetology Breast Cancer Awareness Spa Day 

                Friday, October 20th from 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM              
 

Students at the Arlington Career Center will 

perform hair services, facials, and nail services.  

Half of the proceeds will be donated to the Life 

with Cancer program.  Appointments are       

preferred, but not required.  Call 703-228-5799 

Students enrolled in the EMT class at the             

Arlington Career Center are learning how to            

safely lift and move patients.  Saruhan           

Hatipoglu is the instructor.  
 


