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Introduction

This report responds to the Arlington 

School Board’s motion on December 3, 2015 

directing the Superintendent to prepare a 

report on options and next steps regarding 

the possibility of a new elementary school in 

the Pentagon City area after 2019, which was 

the fourth preference of the South Arlington 

Working Group (SAWG). This report is based 

on enrollment projections for Fiscal Years (FY) 

2016-25 and additional information developed 

during the FY 2017-26 Capital Improvement 

Plan (CIP) planning process. 

Background

The Arlington Public Schools (APS) FY 2015-

24 CIP included $50.25 million to fund a new 

725-seat elementary school to serve South 

Arlington’s growing student population. In 

June 2014, APS identified as its preferred 

location the Thomas Jefferson site.

The Arlington County Board then formed the 

Thomas Jefferson Working Group (TJWG) 

to consider the feasibility of building a new 

elementary school at the Thomas Jefferson 

site. In January 2015, the TJWG concluded 

that an elementary school “could” be built on 

the Thomas Jefferson site but did not come 

to conclusion on whether it “should” be built 

there. On January 27, 2015, the County Board 

did not approve use of the Thomas Jefferson 

site for a new elementary school, but stated 

that it would be willing to reconsider the 

Thomas Jefferson site after further analysis of 

other potential County and APS sites for new 

schools and/or additions to existing schools. 

As a result of the County Board’s decision, 

the School Board established the South 

Arlington Working Group (SAWG) in 

June 2015. The School Board appointed 

representatives from each south Arlington 

civic association, each south Arlington 

Parent-Teacher Association (PTA), and a 

number of community groups to the SAWG.

The SAWG was charged with analyzing 

site options that would achieve the School 

Board’s goal of opening a new 725-seat 

neighborhood elementary school in south 

Arlington, preferably by the fall of 2019. 

The SAWG was also asked to provide input 

on related program moves with the overall 

goals of addressing crowding and enhancing 

instructional opportunities in south Arlington 

elementary schools. The SAWG was given 

broad latitude in its consideration of potential 

APS sites and County-owned property in 

south Arlington. The SAWG also considered a 

number of private sites. 
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SAWG Preferences

A substantial majority of SAWG members 

preferred the following actions:

 � Build a new school for the existing 

Henry Elementary School on the Thomas 

Jefferson site to open in 2019.

 � Relocate the Montessori Program from its 

current location at Drew to the existing 

Henry Elementary School building. 

 � Open approximately 400 seats at the Drew 

Model School.

 � Plan for another elementary school in the 

Pentagon City area after 2019 to relieve 

crowding in south Arlington, primarily at 

Oakridge Elementary School.

In December 2015, both the School Board and 

the County Board approved Jefferson as the 

site for the new neighborhood elementary 

school. The School Board is expected to 

approve the first three preferences of the 

SAWG on April 7, 2016. Because the fourth 

preference of the SAWG was outside of the 

group’s charge, the School Board moved to 

address it separately through this report. 

The SAWG considered several sites in the 

Pentagon City area for a school after 2019, 

including: 

 � The County-owned Aurora Hills Community 

Center, Senior Center, and Library.

 � The APS-owned Gunston Middle 

School site. 

 � The privately owned River House site.

 � The privately owned Linden Industries 

building, which is the former Nellie Custis 

Elementary School.

The APS-owned Gunston Middle School site is 

feasible, but not desirable, because APS would 

prefer not to place two elementary schools on 

adjacent sites. The two privately owned sites 

may not be considered for APS use at this 

time because they are not for sale. Therefore, 

the County-owned Aurora Hills Community 

Center, Senior Center, and Library site has been 

identified as one of the most feasible future 

sites for a new elementary school.
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Oakridge Elementary School 
Enrollment Projections

Projections show that enrollment at Oakridge 

Elementary School will continue to increase as 

shown in the chart below. This projection does 

not take into account the expected boundary 

changes resulting from the new elementary 

school at the Jefferson site, relocation of the 

Montessori Program from Drew Elementary 

School to the Henry school site, and the 

resulting availability of about 400 elementary 

seats at Drew, which could alleviate crowding 

at Oakridge. An attendance zone boundary 

change process is scheduled to take place 

during the 2017-18 school year. The boundary 

changes resulting from this process are 

scheduled to take effect in September 2019 

when the new elementary school at Jefferson 

opens, the Montessori Program relocates, and 

the 400 seats open up at Drew.

Capacity utilization calculations for Oakridge 

exclude eight preschool dual-enrolled 

students. Although Oakridge currently has six 

relocatable classrooms providing up to about 

144 temporary seats, the school capacity 

provided above does not include seats in the 

relocatable classrooms. 

Future housing unit data, provided to 

APS by the Arlington County Department 

of Community Planning, Housing, and 

Development, is used to bolster the accuracy 

of long-term enrollment projections. On 

September 30, 2015, there were 3,701 future 

residential units in the housing pipeline 

approved by the County but not yet under 

construction in the Crystal City/Pentagon City 

area. It is anticipated that Oakridge will receive 

a total of 185 elementary students from known 

“future” residential developments by the 

2025-26 school year. APS staff will continue 

to monitor future housing growth, student 

generation factors, and enrollment at Oakridge 

each year.

Projections for the 2016-17 school year indicate 

that the school will be 152 students over its 

building capacity of 674. The six relocatable 

classrooms providing about 144 temporary 

seats will remain and there are several 

options to help relieve crowding at Oakridge 

in addition to installing more relocatable 

classrooms. One of the two current art rooms 

may be converted to a classroom, and a 

School Year Capacity Enrollment
Permanent 

Seats
% Utilized

Current 
SY 2015-16

674 773 -99 114.7%

Mid-term 
SY 2020-21

674 839 -165 124.5%

Long-term 
SY 2025-26

674 1,016 -342 150.7%
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second serving line will be added to provide 

greater efficiency in the cafeteria. 

As enrollment continues to increase prior to 

the opening of the new school at Jefferson and 

before attendance zone boundary changes 

take effect in 2019, APS has several options to 

relieve crowding in south Arlington, including:

 � Relocating programs: Pre-K and other 

county-wide programs may be moved to 

less heavily utilized schools. 

 � Modifying internal spaces: Non-capacity 

generating spaces may be converted to 

capacity generating classrooms.

 � Adding relocatable classrooms: Oakridge 

and other school sites can accommodate 

more relocatable classrooms to provide 

additional temporary relief. 
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Elementary School SY 2020-21 SY 2025-26

Henry -168 -179

Oakridge -165 -342

Long Branch -142 -128

Claremont -132 -152

Randolph -43 -42

Barcroft -32 -76

Hoffman-Boston -22 -65

Carlin Springs -18 -17

Campbell -11 -14

Drew -10 -26

Abingdon +130 +86

Total Deficit -613 -955

New ES at Jefferson +725 +725

Total Deficit +112 -230

Countywide Elementary 
Enrollment Projections

The following chart shows projected mid-term 

and long-term seat deficits for elementary 

schools in the Crystal City/Pentagon City and 

Columbia Pike areas of the County. The chart 

also shows the impact of the new elementary 

school at the Jefferson site.



6Superintendent’s Report on Possible Options for a New Elementary School in South Arlington | April 2016

The following chart shows projected mid-term 

and long-term seat deficits for elementary 

schools in the Rosslyn-Ballston and Lee 

Highway areas of the County. 

Elementary School SY 2020-21 SY 2025-26

Key -163 -203

Arlington Science Focus -157 -196

Ashlawn -139 -182

Nottingham -109 -162

Taylor -70 -112

Tuckahoe -50 -53

Glebe -36 -71

Discovery -28 -97

Barrett -25 -27

Jamestown -11 -59

McKinley -1 -6

Reed (Integration Station) 0 0

Arlington Traditional +11 +11

Total Deficit -778 -1,157
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The following chart shows the overall elementary 

seat deficits in the County. There is a greater 

need for elementary seats in the Rosslyn-Ballston 

and Lee Highway areas of the County between 

now and the 2025-26 school year.

SY 2020-21 SY 2025-26

Rosslyn-Ballston/
Lee Highway Area

-778 -1,157

Columbia Pike/
Crystal City Area*

+112 -230

Total Deficit -666 -1,387

*Seats in new ES at Jefferson site included in deficit calculation.
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Superintendent’s 
Recommendations

1. Continue to work with Oakridge Elementary 

School staff to address crowding prior to 

the opening of the new school at Jefferson, 

relocation of the Montessori Program, and 

opening of about 400 seats at Drew in 

September 2019. 

2. Consider providing relief for Oakridge as 

part of the attendance zone boundary 

change process scheduled for SY 2017-18.

3. Consider that as APS reviews its greatest 

needs district-wide and makes the most 

financially prudent decisions, current 

enrollment projections show that there will 

be a greater need for new elementary seats 

in the Rosslyn-Ballston/Lee Highway area 

than in the Crystal City/Pentagon City area 

of the County.

4. Recognize the outstanding opportunity 

to collaborate with the County on a joint-

use project to replace the existing Aurora 

Hills Community Center, Senior Center, and 

Library and construct a new APS school 

by aligning County and APS CIPs so that 

needed funds may be available towards the 

end of, or beyond, the current FY 2017-26 

County and APS CIPs. 

5. Collaborate with the County after 

completion of the current FY 2017-26 

CIP on a planning study, based on the 

process proposed in the recent Arlington 

Community Facilities Study, to determine if 

such a joint-use project is feasible. 

6. If the joint-use project is determined to 

be feasible, evaluate and determine the 

uses for the new school which may house 

a new neighborhood elementary school, 

a countywide elementary school, and/or 

other instructional programs.
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