MAKING CONNECTIONS

“Technology

is key to all of
his hecause we
want iearners

to support

their own
learning with

he use of toois.”

Kathleen McClaskey,
Co-Authar, Make
Learning Personal

DEFINING
PERSONALIZED -

arsonalized learning is often used

Interchangeably with-other terms, but

they don't ail mean-the same thing.
According to CDE's survey, onfy 54 percent
of K42 leaders and 37 percent of higher
aducation decision-makers believe most of the
facuity at their institution understand the mean-
ing of personalized learning. The path toward
implementing perscnalized learning starts with
understanding what it is and what it isn't.

Diffarentiated and individualized learning
are often thought to be the same as personal-
izac learning, but they are quite different. The
key distinction is personalization staris with the
iearner, while differentiztion and individuaiization
start with the educator. When learning is personal-
ized, stugents help design their education in a
way that incorporates their interests and talents.
In a differentiated modei, the ingtructor teaches
muitiple groups of [earners based on what the
learners in each group need. in the individualized
model, Instructors teach individual learners and
adjust their instructlon for each student.®

Confusion over the term personalized learning
prompred several education organizations ic spend
time defining it. One effort drivan by INACOL —
with contributions from the Bill & Melinda Gates
Soundation, the Michael & Susan Dell Foundation,
and EDUCAUSE — provides a comprehensive
definition, which is what will be used for this report:
"Parsonalized iearmning seeks to accelerate student
learning by tafloring the instructional environment
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— what, when, how and where students learn — 1o

address the individual needs, skills and interests of
each student. Students can take ownership over
thelr own learming, while aiso developing deep,
personal connections with each other, their teachers
and cther aduits.™

Technology plays a growing role in personal-
izing learning. For axample, wiroless access allows
students to conduct oniine research, and devices
and software enable them to create materials
and presentations. With digital cameras, they
can capturs their work and prasent it 1 the class
via Interactive whiteboard, Furthermore, foois
that apply data analytics give administrators and
educators insight into student learning and heip
them identify gaps in knowledge.

“Tachnology ie key to all of this because
we want iearners fo support their own leaming




with the use of tools,” said Kathlesn McClaskay,
co-author of Make Learning Perscnal, “Most
importantly, we want [earners to tell their story in
how they need or prefer to access information,
engage with content, and express what they
know and understand, When feamers acquire the
skills with the tocls, they then can remove barriers
to their education and become independent,
self-directed learners.”®

According to the recent CDE survey, most
K-20 students have access to mobile davices:
and digitai content. And while not as prevalent,
many aiso have access to technologies such as
videoconferencing, adaptive learning software
and lecture capture. For more Information on how
technology helps fuel personalized education, see
“Powered by Tech: Making Perscnalized Learning
Possible” on page 8. B

Do most staff and faculty at your institution
know how to define personalized leaming?

32%

Don't Know

% K-12 Education Higher Education

Source; COF Parsonalized Learning Survay, 2015
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