
Dudley Street Neighborhood Charter School  
       Grade 2 Curriculum                                                                     

  
  
 

What are grade 2 scholars working on in READING? 
  
-       Building reading stamina. The goal is that, by later in the year, kids will be 
able to read for 45 minutes (at home or at school).  Right now our second 
graders are reading independently for close to 20 minutes each day.  
  
-       Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Vocabulary Building 
o   We teach the importance of stopping to check for understanding (tell me 
what you just read) 

o   We teach students cross-checking (Does it look right? Does it sound right? Does it make sense?) 
o   We teach students to read fluently or smoothly so it sounds like talking.  One way to practice is by 
repeated readings of one page of a book or of a poem. 

o   We teach students to make note of interesting words and to try to use them in speaking and 
writing. 
  

You can: talk with your child about what he/she is reading.  If they get stuck on a word, you 
can ask them to trying to figure it out by using “cross-checking”. You can ask your child to read 

out loud to you so they practice fluency. 
  
The reading benchmark for the end of second grade is Level M or Level 9 in the Step Assessment 
system we use.  Attached is a sample at this level. 
  
The research is clear: children who read inside and outside of school daily make the most progress 
with reading and in all school subjects.  
You can: help make sure your child reads for at least 20 – 30 minutes each night and fills out 

their Home Reading log. 
  

What are grade 2 scholars working on in WRITING? 
  
-       Narrative writing (telling stories) about real things in their lives, as well as opinion 
and informational writing 
  
-       Students should be able to write in an organized way across 5 or more pages; 
stories that have a beginning, middle, end, with lots of details, and strong words. 

  
-       Students should be able to spell high frequency words correctly and use spelling patterns (such as 
er, ly, tion) to spell.  Punctuation and capitalization should be in place. Quotation marks should be 

used for dialogue and the apostrophe with contractions such as can’t or don’t. 
 
You can: ask your scholar to describe something they see/experience, or ask them about 
their opinions on something and ask them to explain why they feel that way. 



  
What are grade 2 scholars working on in MATH?   

  
-  Reading and writing three digit numbers and comparing numbers 
using < and > 
  
-       Being able to add and subtract two and three digit numbers, and explain 

how they solved the problem, in writing and in class discussions. 
  
-       Being able to count to 1,000 using 5s, 10s and 100s. 
  
-       Being able to tell time to 5 minute intervals 
  
-       Being able to count all kinds of coins up to several dollars 
  
-     Knowing from memory, all addition and subtraction facts within 20. 
  
-       Being able to accurately divide a shape into halves, thirds or fourths and use fraction notation. 
  
-       Using a ruler to measure to the nearest inch. 
  

-       Collecting data, creating graphs or other representations, and interpreting results. 
  
You can: ask your scholar to help you count your change, skip-count by 5s, 10s or 100s, tell 
time, and explain to you how they solve the addition and subtraction problems they receive 
for homework. 

  
 

What are grade 2 scholars working on in Social Studies?   
  
-       Studying Boston neighborhoods and the people who live in our community. 
We are going to start by learning about our own families and when, from where 
and how you came to Boston.  
  

-       Going on many field trips to neighborhoods across the city 
o   Looking at the language, food, art, activism, learning, play and nature in each neighborhood 
o   BIG questions: What makes a neighborhood a good place to be?  How do people work together to 
improve their neighborhood? 
  
 
 
 
  
Each week students also have classes in Science, Physical Education and Art. 
  


