
  

 

Friday, September 29, 2017 

 

 
Like lights shining in the harbor, students welcome all new to Glebe Elementary.  

 

 

APS Historical Markers Video Series 
APS is pleased to share the Historical Markers video series, which highlights just a few of the more than 90 
historical markers highlighting important sites in our past. Each week, you’re invited to tune in and watch a 
brief video about one of these locations. Students will then be invited to do additional research and visit the 
site to learn more, and respond to questions in the video using a designated hashtag on any social media 
platform.  The video series can be accessed on AETV page on the APS website. 

 
#APSChats has kicked off for this year. Please join, the chats will be once a month on Tuesdays from 8-9 
PM.  The chats in the fall will focus on Personalized Learning- topics and include: 

 Oct 10th: Universal Design for Learning: The Lens to Personalized Learning 

 Nov 14th: Teacher as Facilitator, Student as Active Participant 

 Dec 12th: What’s Tech Got to do With It? 

 Jan 9th:  Incorporating the Arts 
This links to a video on “How to participate in the Chat.” 

 https://drive.google.com/a/apsva.us/file/d/0BxFAc7FDjTzgQ2xGa1JqQ05VTjg/view?usp=sharing 

 

 

 

  

https://www.apsva.us/aetv/historical-markers-video-series/
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Prepare your students for Election day (Nov. 7th) with www.vote411.org  
Election Information Web Site WWW.VOTE411.ORG offered by the League of Women Voters,  provides: 

• Candidate contact information and positions 
• Governor 
• Lieutenant Governor 
• Attorney General 
• Virginia House of Delegates (45th, 47th, 48th, and 49thDistricts) 
• Arlington County Board 
• Arlington School Board 
• Register to vote 
• Election Laws – ID needed for voting 
• Absentee voting process 
• Polling place finder 
• Build your ballot – take along to polls on election day 
• Resources for military and overseas voters 
 
 

AMERICAN EVOLUTION –Curriculum Resource Website of VA History 1619-2019 
AMERICAN EVOLUTION™, a Sub-Agency of the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation, Inc. commemorates the 
400th anniversary of several key historical events that occurred in Virginia in 1619 that continue to influence 
America today.  Visit the AMERICAN EVOLUTION™ Education webpage and learn more about new free 
curriculum resources that bring the legacy of 1619 to life in the classroom.  Teaching resources include lesson 
plans, primary source audio recordings, video resources, and historical background information. 

 
 
 

 
The Rule of Law Project 
Funded and supported by The Virginia Law Foundation and the Virginia Bar Association, the Rule of Law 

Project pairs members of local bar associations with civics, government, law teachers to educate students 

about the origin, meaning and applicability of the rule of law as the basis of democratic ideals and institutions.  

The Project is typically presented in one of three formats: 

1. Individual Classroom Presentations – a judge and/or attorney interacts with the students during a 

standard class period (or half-period for schools with block scheduling). 
2. Grade Level Assembly – An hour-long assembly for the grade level in which Civics and Economics is 

taught presented by a panel consisting of members of each of the three branches of government. 
3. Multi-School Assembly – A half-day program which brings together two or more schools of diverse 

student bodies and combines elements of both the individual and grade level programs.  

If you’re interested in bringing Rule of Law to your students, contact John Koehler at 

jkoehler@thecenterforruleoflaw.org 

 
 
The Role of Congress in Federal Holidays – Teacher Workshop 
Why do we celebrate Thanksgiving on the fourth Thursday in November? Why do we have the day off from 
work and school? Join the Capitol Visitor Center for a teacher workshop exploring the role of Congress in 
federal holidays and the unique history and development of Thanksgiving. Participants will explore 
congressional history, the law-making process, holiday stories, primary resources and artistic imagery. 
 
The workshop will be Saturday, November 4, 2017 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the Capitol Visitor Center, 
Congressional Meeting Room North with Guest Speaker: Dr. Daniel Gifford, Term Assistant Professor, 
George Mason University.  To register, email education@visitthecapitol.gov. For more program details, 
please download the Teacher Workshop flyer. 

  

http://www.vote411.org/
http://www.vote411.org/
http://www.americanevolution2019.com/education/
http://www.thecenterforruleoflaw.org/rule-of-law-project.html
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https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/sites/default/files/images/education/TeacherWorkshop_Nov_17.pdf


 
National Geographic Bee Registration is open 
Schools with students in grades four through eight are eligible for the National Geographic Bee, and any paid 
school employee can register their school online. The National Geographic Bee registration fee is $120 per 
school until December 22, 2017, and $140 from December 23, 2016 until registration ends on January 26, 
2017. Map and globe moneys may be applied to Bee registration.  
 
National History Bee Registration is open  
Schools with students in grades four through eight are eligible for the National History Bee, and any paid 
school employee can register their school online. The National History Bee registration fee is $150 per school 
until registration closes on January 8, 2018.  
 
VASCD Professional Development Opportunities  
Free One-Year VASCD Membership for All NEW Virginia Teachers  
The Virginia Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development (VASCD) is offering a FREE one-year 
membership to all NEW teachers in Virginia to help that first year a successful one. Participants will receive 
email news specifically designed for beginning teachers, as well as invitations to participate in free webinars 
and twitter chats with mentors.  Interested new teachers should sign up today! 

Teaching Tolerance 
Teaching Tolerance supports educators who embrace and embed anti-bias principles throughout their 
schools. To demonstrate their support, they are offering The Teaching Tolerance Educator Grants. These 
grants, ranging from $500-$10,000, will further our mission by supporting projects that promote affirming 
school climates and educate youth to thrive in a diverse democracy.  Educator grant details and deadline 
information is available on their site. 

Virginia History Day 
Virginia History Day is a history competition for students grades six through twelve. To qualify for the state 
competition, students must place first or second in their category and age division at one of eight district-
level competitions held throughout Virginia. The top two entries in each category and age division at the state 
level will compete at the National History Day finals. The 2018 theme will be Conflict and 
Compromise!  This topic is broad enough for students to really pick any historical subject they are 
passionate about and mold it to the theme.   For more information on Virginia History Day, contact me at 
wobrochta@vahistorical.org. You can also follow Virginia History Day on Facebook and Twitter. 

Save the Date for Regional History Day Contest!   
History Day is for students grades 6 through 12.  Students complete an individual or group project that 
relates to the 2017 theme: Taking a Stand in History.  The regional competition will be March 4, 2017, hosted 
by Mount Vernon High School.  Questions? Contact District Coordinator: Michele Longo at  
Michele.Longo@alexandriava.gov, 703.746.4739.  More information is available on the Mount Vernon 
Website. 

Student Programs and Teacher Workshops – Portrait Gallery 
From October 2, 2017, to June 15, 2018, the Portrait Gallery will offer student programs five days a week. To 
view a complete list of the 2017–2018 programs, and to register, please visit 
http://npg.si.edu/teachers/student-groups. (If you do not see exactly what you are looking for, please 
remember we can customize programs to meet your needs.)    The Portrait Gallery will offer exciting teacher 
workshops this year, the first of which is just six weeks away! We hope you can join us! For more information 
about our professional development workshops, and to register, visit http://npg.si.edu/teachers/teacher-
workshops.   
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Gilder Lehrman Institute - Self-Paced Courses 
The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History’s Self-Paced Course series offers graduate-level online 
courses taught by eminent historians, available to watch or listen to at your own time and pace, with no 
deadlines or expiration dates.  Courses in the series range from early American history through the end of the 
twentieth century and feature some of the nation’s foremost American history scholars. 

Weekend Teacher Seminars - James Madison's Montpelier 
The Center for the Constitution at James Madison's Montpelier offers immersive 3-day Seminars for K-12 
educators throughout the calendar year. Seminar participants engage in interactive lectures and discussions 
as well as tours of the Montpelier mansion and grounds. We have full scholarships for Virginia teachers to 
attend our programs! Scholarships cover accommodations, meals, seminar materials, and re-certification 
points. Further, our school year programs are scheduled Friday evening to Sunday afternoon to limit the need 
for substitute teachers. 

Teacher Seminars at James Madison's Montpelier  
• The Original Living Constitution - October 13-15, 2017 
• Constitutional Referendums: Theory, Design, and Application - March 16-18, 2018 
• Freedom of the Press and Constitutional Issues in Modern Media - April 13-15, 2018 

 

 
Free WWI Webinar Series – Library of Congress 
The Library of Congress is commemorating the 100th anniversary of the United States’ entry into The Great 
War with a new free, online webinar series highlighting some of the Library’s most remarkable World War I 
resources, including documents, photographs, maps, and personal stories collected through the Veterans 
History Project. The series of 40-minute talks will present discussions on a variety of topics. The online 
sessions are free and open to the public. Pre-registration through this website is required. After the series 
concludes, the Library will make recordings of all the sessions accessible to the public on the Echoes of the 
Great War online exhibition website. Register for one or all: WWI Web Series       
The scheduled discussions include:  

 Over Here, Over There: Immigrant Veterans of World War I Sept. 26, 2017, 2 p.m. ET  

 Woodrow Wilson Chooses War - Oct. 24, 2017, 2 p.m. ET 

 Lest Liberty Perish: Joseph Pennell and World War I - Nov. 28, 2017, 2 p.m. ET 

 Charles Hamilton Houston and World War I - Dec. 12, 2017, 2 p.m. ET 

 

 

Virginia Council for the Social Studies Conference in Richmond 
"Uncovering the Past to Empower the Future” is the theme for the 51st Annual Conference of Virginia Social 
Studies Educators; November 3-4, 2017 at the Richmond Marriott Hotel, Richmond, Virginia.  Registration 
information to come. 

________________________________________ 

Embedded links contained in this document work best on Mac devices.  Social Studies Snapshots is intended for elementary and 
secondary Social Studies Staff to communicate items of importance and interest in a timely matter.  If you have an item you would 
like to include in Social Studies Snapshot, please forward it to Diana Jordan (diana.jordan@apsva.us).  The content of this 
publication comes from a variety of sources.  APS is not responsible for any inaccuracies in resources provided outside the district. 
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