
  

 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

 

 
Students enjoy Cartogram Day in Kelly Morrison-Lee’s 8th grade World Geography class at Kenmore. 

 
 
 
Assistance with Canvas  
In our visits to Social Studies classes throughout the county, we are seeing implementation of Canvas. To 
provide support for this implementation, we have created a Canvas Tips Google Site for you to add tips as you 
begin using Canvas. Many thanks to Paxton Helms for providing our first set of tips. We encourage all of you 
to expand this tip list (you need to be logged into your APS account to access and edit it). 
https://sites.google.com/s/0B7UflPo5cd0RWEhyV2c2OFF3WVU/p/0B7UflPo5cd0RTFRFVkhyMVBoU0U/edit 

 
                                                                                       

 
Russian Revolution Centenary 
This website created for the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution 
includes a short film, articles and resources. 
 
Duke-UNC Consortium for Middle East Studies 
This website is a partnership between Duke University and the University of 
North Carolina. Their Middle East Studies Program includes educational 

outreach for teachers and lots of great thematically organized resources linked on the website, including 
general resources, country profiles, lesson plans and current events. 
 
George Washington’s Mount Vernon for Teachers 
This website which is part of Mount Vernon includes resources for teachers such as lesson plans, primary 
sources and digital resources, distance learning DVDs and information for planning field trips to the estate. 
 
Vintage Postcards 
Check out this collection of vintage Virginia postcards on the Boston Public Library’s Flick site. 
 
Winter 2017 SCOTUS in the Classroom 
Street Law is offering teachers cases to use that will soon be argued before the U.S. Supreme Court. They are: 
Carpenter v. United States and Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission. Street Law has 
posted and will continue posting court cases on the SCOTUS in the Classroom webpage. 
 
Lesson Plan: Nuclear Agreement with Iran 
This lesson plan includes video and an article with questions to guide classroom discussion about the 
controversial agreement and its impact on citizens of the United States and Iran. 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/s/0B7UflPo5cd0RWEhyV2c2OFF3WVU/p/0B7UflPo5cd0RTFRFVkhyMVBoU0U/edit
http://www.1917.org.uk/
http://ncmideast.org/outreach/teaching/
http://www.mountvernon.org/education/for-teachers/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/boston_public_library/sets/72157632159068161/
http://streetlaw.org/en/newsroom/Article/556/Winter_2017_SCOTUS_in_the_Classroom_Cases
http://streetlaw.org/en/programs/Program/38/SCOTUS_in_the_Classroom
http://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/lesson-plan-nuclear-agreement-iran-17141


 
U.S. Diplomacy Center Simulations 
The United States Diplomacy Center’s education programs immerse students in the world 
of American diplomacy and the critical work of the United States Department of State. At 
the heart of the Center’s education programs are our diplomacy simulations. These are 
hands-on exercises that allow students and teachers to experience what it is like to be a 
diplomat while grappling with complex foreign affairs topics. The simulations are aimed at 
helping students develop decision-making, problem solving, and negotiation skills, while 

providing insight into vital foreign affairs topics. 
 
 
 
 
Virginia’s First People 
This free webcast to celebrate National American Indian Heritage month for students in grades 4-6 will occur 
on Tuesday, Nov. 14 from 1:00-1:30. Two Virginia professors will discuss the history, culture, geography, 
and language of different Virginia tribes. Check out the link for additional info. 
 
Engage Your Five Senses: Cultural Exchanges from the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean 
The network of maritime and overland trade routes across the Indian Ocean, Western Asia, Mediterranean 
Sea and their hinterlands were host to myriad cultural exchanges over many centuries. This Middle East 
Outreach Council teacher workshop will explore ways of experiencing and teaching about these cultural 
exchanges through the Five Senses. It will be held on Saturday, Nov. 18, 9:00-4:00 at the Sultan Qaboos 
Cultural Center, 1100 16th St. NW, Washington, DC. A visit to the Freer Gallery of Art’s Islamic collection and 
lunch are included. Click here to register to attend. 
 

Understanding the European Union in the Time of Brexit 
This World Affairs Council workshop on Saturday, Nov. 18, 8:30-3:00 at The 
Confucius Institute in DC will focus on understanding the EU in the time of 
Brexit. Gain a better understanding of the economic and global implications of an 
EU without Britain and a Britain without the EU. Participants will hear from 
experts and engage in an original simulation on EU Membership. Earn five 

professional development credit hours and enjoy a free breakfast and lunch. Space is limited and you need to 
register by Nov. 13 – click here. 
 
Turkey: From the Ottoman Empire to Contemporary History and Politics 
This free all day workshop for teachers will be held at Duke University on Saturday, Dec. 2 and free lodging 
scholarships are available. This program is presented by the Duke Islamic Studies Center with support from 
Qatar Foundation International and the Duke-UNC Consortium for Middle East Studies. Recommended for 
teachers of grades 6-12, the workshop will explore the history, architecture, art and cuisine of the Ottoman 
Empire/Turkey with a visit to an exhibit of Turkish political cartoons. Space is limited so register soon. 
 
Map of a Conflict: The Syrian Short Story 
Malu Halasa, a writer and editor will join Dr. Mohammad Alahmad and Dr. Elliott Cola of Georgetown 
University to present on Syrian literature and poetry on Saturday, Dec. 2 from 10:00-3:00. Halasa’s 
lecture will examine the roots of the Syrian conflict as seen through Syrian short stories. Lunch will be 
provided. Click the link to register to attend. 
 
Supreme Court Summer Institute for Teachers 
Since 1995, Social Studies teachers from across the country have come together in June for this six-day 

teacher professional development program focused on improving teaching about 
the U.S. Supreme Court. The Institute includes sessions led by Supreme Court 
experts, journalists, authors, and attorneys, who give Social Studies educators an 
in-depth understanding of how the Court chooses and decides cases and what it is 
like to argue before the Court. The Institute covers six recent cases. This exciting 
opportunity culminates with a visit to the Supreme Court building to hear 
decisions handed down and attend a private reception. Applications are due 
Monday, Mar. 12, 2018. Click here to apply. 

 
 

https://diplomacy.state.gov/simulations/overview/index.htm
https://www.fcps.edu/node/34751
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeh_GwHS4m5jzFBpGB0MSYwn3_s3oYHbCCpEszVV91deAZjHg/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddCqB9ER2cpirClAGrmJHdt9PuK9Xz46v_i_5MwcviXkqiIg/viewform?mc_cid=35f4a97501&mc_eid=a7292abbed
https://unc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6QZgKcI0gU9Ri5L
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/map-of-a-conflict-the-syrian-short-story-tickets-39190625215?utm_source=CCAS+Outreach+Teachers&utm_campaign=9c6c964598-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_10_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_77ef29c936-9c6c964598-173716501
http://streetlaw.org/en/CalendarEvent/181/2018_Supreme_Court_Summer_Institute_for_Teachers#Tab=Overview
http://streetlaw.org/en/CalendarEvent/181/2018_Supreme_Court_Summer_Institute_for_Teachers#Tab=RegistrationInfo


Global Education Allies Educational Leadership Tour to Finland 
Educators are invited to Finland in May 2018 to explore the educational system that has astounded many 
with its top performing scores, yet boasts an approach to schooling that some call “unorthodox” with its high 
level of trust, no standardized tests until age 18, shorter school days and minimal pressure to perform.  This 
program includes visits and panel discussions at several schools and administrative offices at all levels of the 
Finnish education system. The application deadline is Monday, Jan. 15, 2018. Click here to apply. 
 
Global Education Allies Professional Development Tour of East Africa 
In June and July of 2018, GEA is taking interested educators to East Africa.  Educators participating in 
these tours will have the opportunity to participate in unique educational experiences involving GEA’s East 
African partners. You can select a program that fits your educational interests and as an option, add on an 
immersion and/or safari tour. Program I goes to Rwanda, June 23-30 and Program II goes to Uganda, July 7-
14. The application deadline is Monday, Jan. 15, 2018. Click here to apply. 
 
TOP Summer Study Tour to Germany for Social Studies Teachers 

Since 2002, the Transatlantic Outreach Program (TOP) has been offering 
summer study tours to Germany for Social Studies teachers. All expenses are 
paid—all you have to do is conduct a workshop at your school or within your 
department and write a lesson plan upon your return. They offer 4 different 
dates throughout the summer (2018 dates: June 1-16, June 15-30, June 29-
July 14 and July 13-28) and each study tour goes to Berlin. The purpose is to 
expose Social Studies teachers to contemporary German history, culture, 
society, politics, the economy and education system. You do not have to 
speak or know German. The application deadline is Wednesday, Jan. 31, 

2018. Click here to download the application. This short YouTube video provides additional info. about TOP. 
 

Education, History & Culture of Ireland 
2018 Summer Seminar 
This summer school course (6 graduate credits 
from the National University of Ireland, 
Galway) is designed to offer teachers the 
opportunity to study the Irish Education System 
and, concurrently, to study the history, 

literature and culture of Ireland. It is suitable for elementary, secondary and special education teachers. 
Teaching is by means of lectures, seminars, meetings with Irish educators and visits to schools, as well as 
guided cultural tours which facilitate contact with the music, language and people of Ireland. Field trips are 
an important part of the 3 weeks (June 28-July 21, 2018) spent in west Ireland. Click here to apply. 
 

 
Medieval Spain: Guided Tour of the Lands of Al-Andalus 
The Southeast Regional Middle east and Islamic Studies Seminar is 
offering an educational trip for teachers to Spain from June 7-19, 2018. 
The trip will be led by Dr. Andrew Kurt, history professor at Clayton State 
University, and will explore Christian, Islamic and Jewish influences in 
southern Spain. Five travel grants of up to $500 are being offered. The 
application deadline is Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2018. 
 

National Geographic Society Grosvenor Teacher Fellows 
The Grosvenor Teacher Fellow (GTF) Program is a unique opportunity open to Pre-K-12 educators. An annual 
competitive application process is used to select educators and host them aboard Lindblad Expeditions’ voyages 
for a life-changing, field-based experience. 2018 Grosvenor Teacher Fellows are required to be National 
Geographic Certified Educators. All applicants must complete Phase 1 of certification by the time they submit 
their application and, if selected, will be required to complete Phases 2 and 3 by March 2018. 
 
QFI Teacher Professional Development Grants 
Qatar Foundation International (QFI) offers awards of up to $2,000 per teacher for professional 
development events/travel that enhance your ability to teach about the Middle East/Arab world and its 
cultures. Grants are awarded for participating in workshops, conferences, institutes, seminars and courses. 
 
 

https://www.globaledallies.org/copy-of-europe-2018
https://www.globaledallies.org/copy-of-europe-2018
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclcMJ_dg6iY0pyPOR6Q2nTi1NZ2VSHQyqXEy8XTOsXoTPPNg/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://www.globaledallies.org/africa-2016
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc04N6iH5lWRGdcCinlYAelOBJllINQI-sRu1mdMZGbBVgKuA/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://www.goethe.de/ins/us/en/spr/eng/top/tte/tst.html
http://toponline.org/application/top_tour_app_2018_socialstudies_web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Audveo4nY0
https://www.nuigalway.ie/international-summer-school/courses/educationinireland/
https://www.nuigalway.ie/international-summer-school/courses/educationinireland/
http://www.nuigalway.ie:83/international-summer-school/application/index.php
http://www.sermeiss.org/spain-travel
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/programs/grosvenor-teacher-fellows
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/programs/educator-certification/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/programs/educator-certification/
http://www.qfi.org/grants/teacher-opportunities/teacher-professional-development-awards/


NEH Summer Programs in the Humanities 
The National Endowment for the Humanities is offering seminars and institutes on a 
variety of topics for Summer 2018. Examples include: Addiction in American 
History; Communism and American Life; Roman Daily Life in Petronius and 
Pompeii; The Civil Rights Movement: Grassroots Perspectives; Enduring Legacies of 

the Global Mongol Empire; The Most Southern Place on Earth: Music, History and Culture of the Mississippi 
Delta. For more information about each program being offered, visit the link. Each program is in a different 
location and are between one and four weeks. The application deadline is Thursday, March 1. 
 
Coexistence in the Middle East Summer Program 
Coexistence in the Middle East is an academic field program open to anyone interested in learning about and 
experiencing the challenge of human diversity in Israel, where civilizations and religions converge. 
Participants will visit many historic and religious sites and hear from scholars and representatives of 
different positions, ideas and disciplines. Academic credit is offered through The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. There are 3 different programs for Summer 2018: Narratives & Realities: Inside the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict (July 2-26); Israel & the Post-Arab Spring: An Interactive View (July 2-26); Religion in 
the Holy Land: Faith’s Role in Peace and Conflict (Aug. 1-15). The application deadline is Tuesday, May 15. 

Class Video Conference with a Museum Educator – Virginia Museum of Fine Arts  
Organized thematically, sessions are standards-aligned and enhance Social Studies curriculum, serving 
grades 6-12.  Piloting September 2017-May 2018.  If you’re interested in piloting, please contact Sarah 
Rasich, VMFA Distance Learning Content Specialist: sara.rasich@vmfa.org   
 
Teacher Seminars – James Madison Montpelier 
The Robert H. Smith Center for the Constitution offers immersive, residential seminars for professionals 
throughout the calendar year. Seminar participants engage in interactive lectures and discussions with 
leading constitutional experts, as well draw inspiration from peers and explore the Montpelier house and 
grounds. Seminars cost about $1,500 and there are a limited number of full scholarships available for 
Virginia teachers.  Applications are available online and acceptances are sent in January. 

 
Remembering Vietnam Exhibition 
This new exhibition opens at the National Archives on Friday, Nov. 10 and is on display 
until 2019. The exhibition presents both iconic and recently discovered National Archives 
records related to 12 critical episodes in the Vietnam War. They trace the policies and 
decisions made by the architects of the conflict and help untangle why the United States 
became involved in Vietnam, why it went on so long, and why it was so divisive for American 
society. 
 

Lights, Camera, Save Video Contest 
This Burke & Herbert Bank contest, organized by the American Bankers Association Foundation, is a national 
competition that encourages teens to use video to communicate the value of saving money and inspire their 
peers to become lifelong savers. To participate, students ages 13-18 must create a video (90 seconds or less) 
on saving and using money wisely and submit a link to the video along with a completed entry form by 
Friday, Dec. 1. The top 3 local winners will get $350, $100 and $50 respectively. 
 
 
 
Teaching Historical Inquiry with Objects 
This free online self-paced course gives teachers new techniques to engage and motivate students with an 
inquiry based approach to learning. It brings together the new Framework for Social Studies with the 
Smithsonian’s hands-on, museum-based educational techniques that bring historical artifacts to life. 

TESOL Certificate Program to Improve Instruction for English Learners 
This certificate program is a partnership between George Washington University’s Graduate School of 
Education and Human Development and the Virginia Department of Education. You can earn a tuition-free 
graduate certificate in Teaching English Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL). Online professional learning 
and in-person institutes bring together teachers in different schools and content areas. The program begins 
in January 2018. For inquiries, contact Patricia DiCerbo (pdicerbo@gwu.edu, (202) 994-1164). 
 
 
 

https://www.neh.gov/divisions/education/summer-programs
http://coexistencetrip.net/index.php?cp=versions
mailto:sara.rasich@vmfa.org
https://www.montpelier.org/learn/seminars
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/currently-on-exhibit-remembering-vietnam
https://www.aba.com/Engagement/LCS/Pages/default.aspx/
https://www.edx.org/course/teaching-historical-inquiry-objects-smithsonianx-ed1-1x-1#!
https://gsehd.gwu.edu/programs/graduate-certificate-teaching-english-speakers-other-languages-tesol
https://gsehd.gwu.edu/programs/graduate-certificate-teaching-english-speakers-other-languages-tesol
mailto:pdicerbo@gwu.edu


Freedoms Foundation 2018 Graduate Programs for Social Studies Teachers 
For more than 50 years, Freedoms Foundation has presented critically acclaimed, accredited graduate 
courses for teachers. Summer 2018 programs present a variety of experiences that focus on character-
building and developing responsible citizens through the study of history and the social sciences. Each 
program provides educators with an interactive, collaborative and enriching learning experience. Located at 
Valley Forge National Park, they offer several different seminars and history workshops, with graduate credit 
available from LaSalle University. Scholarships are also available. Check out the brochure here. 

This past weekend, the 51st Annual Virginia Conference for Social Studies Educators was held in Richmond.  
Here are links to some of those great presentations, resources, and handouts (log-in to Google Drive with 
your APS account to access them). 
 
Songs for Teaching VA Studies & US History 
Learn memorable songs, all set to familiar tunes for teaching Virginia Regions & U.S. History in elementary. 
 
Elementary Social Studies & STEAM 

Oakridge teachers Amy Slavin and Jennifer Burgin shared how they make Social Studies come alive with 

STEAM.  Resources include project outlines. 

Getting Kids to Think: Ways to Increase Rigor 
Presented by APS’ own Jimmy Scarano and Angela Foreman of Jamestown, this session provides ten 
strategies and structures to get students to think critically in Social Studies. 
 
Adventures in Historical Thinking: Got Memes? 

Presenters share how implementing memes enriches students’ historical thinking and literacy skills.  

“Free James Madison” Digital Breakout 
Modeled after the popular Escape Room concept, this session shows how to engage students with their 
content through a digital breakout experience. 
 
Escape from History – Break Out Games 
Presenters from Virginia Beach Public Schools shared how to use inquiry-based, escape boxes to have 
students dig deeper into World History.  They shared a review game on trade patterns linking Europe with 
Asia and Africa, where participants experienced a break out game. They provided all parts of the review game 
and the template, which can be adapted to any content. 
 
Uncover Historical Racism to Empower Social Change 
Michelle Cottrell-Williams, Wakefield teacher and Virginia Teacher of the Year, presented this session on 
unpacking the history of systemic racism and exploring ways to teach this history to students.  
 
Issued-Based Economic Instruction 
These lessons integrate Economics and Civics as they address questions related to price setting during crisis 
(Hurricane Irma), dynamic pricing, and minimum wage.   
 
Serving up History One “Dish” at a Time 

Williamsburg 6th grade teachers served up a choice menu of Anchor Activities for American Studies. 

Create Engaging Digital Interactive Notebooks 
This presentation helps teachers create digital interactive notebooks using Google Slides. Samples include 
World History II, US/VA History, and Government. 
 
Embedded links contained in this document work best on Mac devices.  Social Studies Snapshots is intended for elementary and 
secondary Social Studies Staff to communicate items of importance and interest in a timely matter.  If you have an item you would 
like to include in Social Studies Snapshot, please forward it to Diana Jordan (diana.jordan@apsva.us).  The content of this 
publication comes from a variety of sources.  APS is not responsible for any inaccuracies in resources provided outside the district. 

http://www.freedomsfoundation.org/Graduate-Classes
http://www.freedomsfoundation.org/file/bdb7459c-9a08-4d2a-a262-b63d79a2e021
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0Bx31YSq_rGSbZ3NlT3Q5Zjc1YmM?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iU7JXAR3XaCWmB1jS0xMH2_izB_MpTI6?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TC-QFHMBr-9XoEliOg7xkWVauG1EcDsC?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19DVopY9ZbmRjBbN0IkomzRE_ia79iOf7/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mfBpxNDz8wDZ7runmJ-g_ng-BMWslaO41rAVLIGLDCc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LzEl-D-ZfFJC_UyXOSsJwTCpXlieW42ky00Ij12clxQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sj2gn5-1SD4kMwCtodgOILLW4r5vzLbWFcITqKmNldE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BztZgU-frskcY25uUlVpbUdkRHM?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/apsva.us/file/d/1Z2y5dHVY97xBGU7UzsTiz9qraVGpzeLF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0Bx31YSq_rGSbMW5WMC1EdTFXcEU?usp=sharing
mailto:diana.jordan@apsva.us

