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LEARNING THAT WORKS FOR ARLINGTON! 

Williamsburg Career & Technical Education 

Teachers Elizabeth Briones, Penelope Kontos, 

Robert Dudek and Susan Kennedy  arranged for sev-

eral  Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathe-

matics (STEM) guest speakers visit.  One of the guest 

speakers (pictured) was David Bevins, a Mechanical 

Engineer at Jacobs.   

All of the speakers 

spoke to students about 

the importance of 

STEM in aspects of 

careers and education. 

 

Four female Washington-Lee seniors have been 

participating in a new program "Drive Like a 

Girl" hosted by STEM For  Her  and Audi. The  

students; Annabelle Bailey, Isabella Corry, Colette 

McCord-Snook, and Livia Polise met for six two-hour 

sessions after school with an Audi Mentor, Ava 

Kingsley, and W-L Technology and Engineering 

Teacher, Danielle Meyer, to work on a real-world 

design problem.  The students put together a presenta-

tion that included design concepts focused on what a 

car could be like in the future, which they presented 

to an audience of industry professionals on December 

6th at Audio Headquarters in Herndon, VA.  They won 

first place for their design ideas and were awarded 

$1,500, which was donated to the W-L Technology & 

Engineering Department.  They also received some 

small prizes from Audi and STEM for Her.   

The Arlington Education and Employment 

Program (REEP) hosted it’s fir st Nor thstar  

Digital Literacy class this fall.  Northstar offers a 

set of nine basic computer skill areas that            

students can earn certifications in. The class ran 

concurrently with students’ intensive English 

class and was designed to help students become 

accustomed  to U.S. digital literacy standards. 

Students learned computer vocabulary and practi-

cal skills such as proper etiquette for electronic 

correspondence, understanding internet safety 

features, and basic functions of hardware and 

software including  Microsoft Office.  

Students in Iris Gibson’s Entrepreneurship 

class designed a long sleeve shirt as a fundrais-

ing project for 

Langston.  This 

multi-week    

project began 

with each student 

in the class creat-

ing several shirt 

designs.  The designs were shared with Langston 

students using a survey to determine which          

designs students would pay for if printed on a 

shirt.  The results of the survey were used to nar-

row the choices and additional surveys were used 

to select the final design for the shirts (pictured).  

Additionally, students researched vendors and 

developed marketing ideas.   

On December 6th, W-L DECA students competed in Entrepreneurship,  

Business Management & Marketing at the annual DECA District Leadership 

Conference.  Overall, 46 students competed in 19 different events. W-L had 

nine first place winners, six second place winners, and four third place          

winners.  All first place winners may compete at the Virginia DECA State 

Leadership Conference hosted at the Virginia Beach Convention Center 

March 2-4, 2018 .  Karen Gibson is the W-L Business & Marketing Teacher 

and DECA Advisor. 
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