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INTRODUCTION
In February of 2017 Arlington Public Schools and Quinn Evans Architects engaged
Main Street Design to provide interpretive planning and design services in conjunction
with the renovation and expansion of the former H-B Woodlawn School, located on
Vacation Lane in Arlington, Virginia.
The purpose of this concept-level exercise was to evaluate the feasibility and
desirability of providing public interpretation and commemoration at the site of the
events of 2 February 1959 — when four young African-American students entered the
school, then known as Stratford Junior High School, and took their seats in

This report documents the outcomes of an interpretive concept development and
design process that spanned multiple months. Included are a review of the planning and
design process; site and building plans showing the proposed locations of interpretive
components; sketches and reference images that illustrate conceptual design directions
for each component; a narrative description of the overall visitor experience; proposed
content outlines; and a discussion of implementation phasing options.
We are honored to have been selected to assist the Arlington Public Schools with the
interpretation and commemoration of this extraordinary story. Our involvement with .
the Stratford School legacy has been enlightening, invigorating, and inspiring, and our

classrooms, making this the first integrated public school in the Commonwealth of
Virginia and effectively ending the state’s policy of “massive resistance” to school
desegregation — and to develop preliminary planning and design directions for that
interpretation.

collaboration with the members of the Historic Committee and with your project team
has been enormously rewarding. Thank you very much.

As part of this effort, Arlington Public Schools Superintendent formed a special
committee, including Michael Jones, one of the four children who integrated Stratford
in 1959 and several other community representatives with direct personal experience
of the period of desegregation, to guide and review the interpretive planning process. 
Main Street Design met with the Stratford Historic Committee on four separate
occasions, and this iterative and collaborative interaction was essential to our work. 
The committee’s comments are captured in the letter provided in the appendix.

Main Street Design, Inc..
January 2018
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INTERPRETIVE CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT PROCESS SUMMARY
Our initial meeting with the Historic Committee was
devoted to reviewing the essential history at the heart of
this project and sharing preliminary ideas about project
priorities, opportunities, and constraints. We discussed
the specific qualities that earned the Stratford School
campus its designation as a Historic District, both in
terms of the social history of desegregation at the school
and the architectural history of the original school
building, constructed in 1950 and designed by noted
International Style architect Rhees Burket, Sr. In particular,
as part of this discussion, we came to understand that the
school building was notable not only for its architectural
features — characterized by the extensive use of stone,
glazed brick and tile, and glass block — but because its
commissioning by the County was a powerful and visible
symbol of Arlington’s increasingly progressive social
values, values which led directly to the city’s central role
in defeating “massive resistance.”
At our second workshop we worked with Quinn Evans
Architects, representatives of Arlington Public Schools
and the Historic Preservation Program, and members of
the Historic Committee to identify and evaluate potential
locations for interpretive experiences on the Stratford
School campus and within the school building, and to
review and discuss a wide range of possible interpretive
methodologies and techniques and design styles. The
outcome of this exercise was a shared vision for a
preliminary framework of promising interpretive
opportunities, as well as a mutual understanding of the
Stratford team’s stylistic preferences. 

The work of the next two workshops centered around
reviewing and refining the project interpretive framework
and advancing preliminary design directions for core
project components. The overall interpretive framework
endorsed by the Historic Committee, described in greater
detail elsewhere in this report, is briefly outlined below:
Heroes Welcome Interpretive Gateways.
These monumental elements, to be located at four key
entry points onto the Stratford School campus, are
intended to “mark the corners of the site,” identifying it at
a glance, even for vehicles passing on Old Dominion Drive,
as a special and significant place. Interpretation associated
with the Gateways will welcome and orient visitors,
introduce core content and themes, and honor and
celebrate the four African- American seventh-graders —
Michael Jones, Gloria Thompson, Lance Newman and
Ronald Deskins — who first integrated Stratford Junior
High School.
Historic Path Interpretive Trail.
This sequence of linked interpretive installations and
hardscape elements proceeds down the steep hillside
from Old Dominion Drive to the school, roughly tracing
the route of the original pathway that the four students
took on their way to school. The focus here will be on
exploring the events of 2 February 1959; the local, regional
and national context in which they occurred; the
experiences of the four integrating students; and the
lasting meaning and impact of their courageous action.
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Heart of School Heritage Wall.
Located on a major wall within the new multistory lobby
on the school’s south side, a key circulation space for
students and staff, this large-scale interpretive graphic
element will offer a dynamic timeline of the Civil Rights
era in the United States, roughly spanning a forty year
period from 1940 to 1980, interweaving national and local
events and presenting historical information whenever
possible in a first person “voice,” showcasing the
reflections and recollections of those involved. 
Celebration of Diversity Mobile.
Rising through three stories of the vertical circulation core
in the new lobby, this dynamic, kinetic, visually striking
assemblage of interacting and intersecting images will
serve as a powerful reminder both of the vital place the
Stratford School occupies in the history of the American
Civil Rights movement and of the enduring importance of
the ideals that movement embodied. Mixing images of the
four pioneer students and Arlington and Stratford during
the period of desegregation with contemporary images
illustrating the multicultural character of the community
today, it will be a celebration and a reminder of the
essential interrelationship between historic events and
contemporary, universal experiences.
Stratford Self-Portrait.
To accomplish the larger mission of Stratford School
interpretation, it is important that the events of .
2 February 1959 not be treated solely as “past” but rather

NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL AT STRATFORD
26 February 2018

PAGE 4

INTERPRETIVE CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT PROCESS SUMMARY, CONT.

as a central part of the life of the school today and on
into the future. As a partial means of achieving this goal,
changeable displays of artworks on themes of
inclusiveness and diversity created by students as part of
their school curriculum will be mounted at intervals along
primary hallways, including a major digital “media wall”
across from the school library.
Time and Place .
Outside the south facade of the original 1950 building, at
a location where students will gather while waiting to be
picked up after school, a series of touchable models
accompanied by exterior interpretive graphics will trace
the evolution of the site and the building over time,
identifying character-defining architectural features   
while exploring ideas of “progressive architecture for a
progressive community.”
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INTERPRETIVE EXPERIENCE NARRATIVE
Arriving at the south gateway, where the school’s new
entry drive meets Old Dominion Drive, we are greeted
with a universal symbol of welcome: a large-scale stylized
sculptural “doorway” with doors flung open wide. 
Rendered in a simple, strong material such as weathering
steel and deliberately somewhat abstracted, the door
frame serves as a symbolic portal into the Stratford
School experience, with a granite threshold to cross and .
a lintel overhead. Metaphorically, of course, it also honors

as if following the long ago footsteps of the four young
students. The stones play off one another, creating a
sense of tension and interaction. They are imprinted with
simple but powerful words etched into their rough
surfaces — hope, joy, fear, anger, pain, kindness, respect
— meant to evoke the emotions of the four civil rights
pioneers as they walked down that hill, but also the
feelings of young adolescents everywhere as they
navigate the complicated social and emotional landscape

the four integrating students for having “opened the
doors” that countless others have passed through since.

of middle school. The steps are large enough to climb and
play on but also scaled to serve as a means for able
bodied persons to climb or descend the hill, twice
crossing the more circuitous route of the gentler ADAaccessible pedestrian path.

The doors themselves are impressively large, but
lightened by their perforated metal surfaces which allow
light and air to pass through them. They are imprinted
with images of the four brave children taken during their
first week at the school. Three boys and a girl, dressed in
the Sunday best, bravely marching down the path toward
the school. Each panel also displays a brief quotation
from one of the students, harking back to their feelings
during that uncertain time more than a half century ago. 
We are moved by their images, and by their words.
From the gateway, a flight of oversized tumbled pink
granite stepping stones meanders down the hillside
toward the school. The steps are rough, widely spaced,
and set somewhat randomly, individually and in pairs,

At these locations, where wide benches have been   
carved into the hillside, and also at the top and bottom of
the trail, interpretive installations consider core project
themes: the progressive qualities of the Arlington
community that positioned this rapidly growing and
changing city to take a leadership role in the fight for
school desegregation in Virginia, and to commission a
proudly modern design for their new school (visible in .
the background, thoughtfully engaged and set off by .
the new Quinn Evans addition); the emergence of school
desegregation as a high-profile national issue and a
potent symbol of the struggle for civil rights, as
symbolized by the landmark US Supreme Court decision
in the case of Brown v. Board of Education; the events of .
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2 February 1959, as remembered and interpreted by
Michael Jones, Gloria Thompson, Lance Newman and
Ronald Deskins; and finally, the lasting necessity and value
of committing ourselves to respecting the dignity and
rights of every human being.
Three of these interpretive installations are deliberately
understated: tastefully designed graphic panels mounted
to natural surface split-face granite columns, matching the
look and feel of the interpretive trail pavers. By contrast,
the installation midway down the trail that is devoted to
telling the stories of Arlington’s four heroes is more
complex and robust. Here, near life-sized bas relief bronze
portraits of the four children are presented in a loose
grouping as we approach, inviting us to walk among them
and mingle, as if we were joining them on their march
down the hill. Graphic panels mounted to the rear of these
columns portray the former students as they look today,
and offer their personal memories of the historic events.
The bottom of the trail, adjacent to the school’s new
southwest entrance, opens into a sheltered courtyard
furnished with groupings of low stone benches, again
made from the same soft pink granite as the interpretive
trail pavers. On most days, after school, these seats are
occupied by clusters of students engaged in animated
conversation, alive with enthusiasm, curiosity, and
excitement.
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INTERPRETIVE EXPERIENCE NARRATIVE, CONT.

Inside the light-filled lobby, students and staff throng the
floor and stairwell, moving to and fro, filling the space
with human energy. The west wall of the open stairwell is
clad in colorful triangular raised panels, creating a richly
textured backdrop for the bright, intricate, constantly
moving pictorial mobile that occupies the center of the
lobby, rising some thirty feet above the ground floor. Four
strands of double-sided panels slowly rotate on slender,
almost invisible  spindles, gently intersecting .

powerful history of the US Civil Rights movement, and
Arlington’s prominent roles in that struggle, through the
eyes of the people whose courage and commitment made
it possible. Sampling at random, we meet both familiar
prominent historical figures and unsung heroes, gaining
greater insight into well-chronicled events while learning
of smaller but equally pivotal moments we never knew
about. These exhibits seem to be specially designed to
appeal to today’s younger audiences, packaged in

On the way back to our car after leaving the school we
pause at an outdoor exhibit, alongside the main pathway
that runs parallel to the school’s main wing, that calls our
attention to the architectural significance of this building
— and to how this site has changed over time. Touchable
bronze models arrayed at table-height trace the evolution
of the Stratford school campus from wooded countryside
to YWCA camp to newly built modern school, and
through a series of additions and alterations to that

and crossing one another’s paths, creating an everchanging composition of historic and contemporary
images and translucent tinted planes. In the historic
images, Caucasian and African-American students .
and community members interact, coming together,
separating, and then coming together again. 
Contemporary photographs illustrate the cultural and
ethnic diversity of Arlington today, a complex polyglot
melange. And as these modern images rotate on their
axes they also engage their historic counterparts, past
and present participating in a carefully choreographed
conversation about the future. 

accessible and engaging “small bites,” so that students
absorb morsels of information every time they pass
through, as if by osmosis.

building, to the present day. It is a simple yet memorable
distillation of the essential message of the Stratford
School story: that we all live in a state of constant change,
moving through time, building upon the lessons of the
past as we set our sights on the future.

On a long wall below the diversity mobile, personal
stories of adversity and accomplishment take pride of
place. Anchored by a clear and accessible timeline and
animated with images, multi-layered and multi-colored
graphic panels, and embedded video displays, this
content-rich installation offers a deep dive into the

Making our way down a long hallway toward the building
exit, lined with classrooms on both sides, we are surprised
and heartened to see that a new generation of Stratford
students have taken the lessons of their forebears to heart. 
In one prominent display, a group of sixth graders have
created photo-composite self-portraits that grapple with
questions of identity. In each, individuals confront their
impressions of how they are perceived: “Just because I
don’t like sports doesn’t mean I’m boring.” “Just because
I’m quiet doesn’t mean I don’t have friends.” “Just because
I’m a Muslim doesn’t mean I am a terrorist.” “Just because I
like girls doesn’t mean I don’t like boys.” Bold, brave and
insightful, this display seems fitting testament to the
lasting importance of the events of 2 February 1959.
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INTERPRETIVE CONTENT GUIDELINES
Outlined below are preliminary content guidelines for
proposed interpretive components. Additional, more
extensive and detailed content development will take
place during the project’s design phases.

Heart of School Heritage Wall

Stratford Self-Portrait Changing Exhibits

– History, heritage, and meaning of civil rights movement

– Changing displays of student-created artworks
celebrating the Stratford School community

Heroes Welcome Interpretive Gateways
– Images of four students taken during initial week of
integration

– Discussion of contemporary human rights issues
relevant to present and future Stratford students

– Quotes from four students
Historic Path Interpretive Trail
– Arlington as an emerging progressive community in the
years prior to integration, as, symbolized by county’s
decision to commission a noted modern architect to
design its new junior high school
– The emergence of school desegregation as a national
issue and a central focus of the accelerating Civil Rights
movement, as symbolized by the Supreme Court’s
pivotal 1954 Brown v. Board decision
– The events of 2 February 1959, as remembered by the
four integrating students
– Profiles of the four students
– The events leading up to and following 2 February 1959
– Exploration and affirmation of universal human rights
values: inclusion, respect, equality of opportunity

– Exploration and celebration of Stratford School’s role .
in desegregation of Virginia schools

– Focus on 40 year Civil Rights era timespan, roughly
1940 - 1980

Time and Place Architectural History Exhibit
– Progressive architecture for a progressive community:
history of “progressive movement” in education, and its
impacts on school design

– Selected national/international history and culture
events as “markers”

– Site as un-built native landscape; as YWCA camp; .
Stratford as originally built; as altered/added to, and
current building (after renovation and expansion)

– History of school segregation and desegregation in
Virginia

– Identification and interpretation of character-defining
features of building

– Social history of Arlington, evolution of progressive
thinking in city
– Reflections/recollections of four students
– Reflections/recollections of Stratford students and
staff and community members during period of
desegregation
Celebration of Diversity Mobile
– Historic images of four students
– Historic images of Stratford and Arlington at the time
of desegregation
– Contemporary images illustrating multicultural
character of Stratford School and Arlington today
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INTERPRETIVE COMPONENT LOCATION PLAN DIAGRAMS
KEY
Gateways
Time and Place
Historic Path

APRIL 19, 2017
STRATFORD SITE PLAN
1" = 30'
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INTERPRETIVE COMPONENT LOCATION PLAN DIAGRAMS, CONT.

KEY
Heart of School Gallery
Stratford Self-Portrait
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HEROES WELCOME INTERPRETIVE GATEWAYS
Objectives
– Mark and celebrate Stratford campus as
historic site
– Create visually striking, conceptually
accessible expression of essential
meaning of events of 2 February 1959
– Provide welcome and orientation
– Introduce core content/themes
Content
– Personal statements from four students
– Images of four students

Interpretive Gateway Concept Sketch
Powerful, visually arresting images of
four students flank conceptual portals,
creating welcoming entrances onto
Stratford campus.
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HEROES WELCOME GATEWAY GRAPHIC CONCEPT
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HEROES WELCOME GATEWAY REFERENCE IMAGES
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HISTORIC PATH INTERPRETIVE TRAIL
Objectives
– Tell story 2 February 1959
– Place events of 2 February 1959 in
historical context
– Make events meaningful for present and
future Stratford students
– Honor and celebrate four heroes
– Create distinctive, memorable “whole
body” interpretive experience
Content
– Arlington as a progressive community,
symbolized by decision to commission
noted modern architect to design a new
school
– Emergence of school integration as a
national issue and a central focus of the
accelerating Civil Rights movement,
symbolized by Supreme Court 1954
Brown v. Board decision
– Events of 2 February 1959, featuring
profiles and recollections of students
– Affirmation of universal values: inclusion,
respect, equality of opportunity
– Expression of universal emotions: joy,
fear, excitement, anticipation, anxiety,
pride, hope, etc.
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HISTORIC PATH INTERPRETIVE TRAIL CONCEPT SKETCH

Interpretive Trail Concept Sketch
Seating and interpretation are provided
where interpretive trail intersects new
ADA accessible pathway.
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HISTORIC PATH INTERPRETIVE TRAIL CONCEPT SKETCH

Interpretive Trail Concept Sketch
Gathering of interpretive and sculptural
elements memorializes four students,
recalls events of 2 February 1959 in
their own words.
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HISTORIC PATH INTERPRETIVE TRAIL CONCEPT SKETCH

Interpretive Trail Concept Sketch
Interpretive “stepping stones” can
serve a seats, steps, whole body play
opportunities for younger children.
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HISTORIC PATH INTERPRETIVE TRAIL GRAPHIC CONCEPTS

Left:
Graphic panels are affixed to rear sides
of bas relief sculptures of students.
Above:
Simple “feelings” words etched into
granite pavers evoke universal emotions.

PROPOSED INTERPRETIVE FRAMEWORK
AND CONCEPT DESIGN SUMMARY

NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL AT STRATFORD
26 February 2018

PAGE 18

HISTORIC PATH INTERPRETIVE TRAIL REFERENCE IMAGES
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HISTORIC PATH INTERPRETIVE TRAIL REFERENCE IMAGES
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CELEBRATION OF DIVERSITY MOBILE ELEVATION
Objectives
– Provide a visually striking, dynamic, and
conceptually meaningful meaningful
centerpiece for new “heart of school”
lobby

B.4

18'-9"

B.6

C

D

16'-7"

E

44'-9"

E.1

E.5

10'-11"

Content
– Large-scale kinetic mobile composed of
interlocking, intersecting image panels
– Historic images of Stratford and
Arlington during period of desegregation
– Historic images of four students and
events of/around 2 February 1959

SF18

– Contemporary images illustrating
multicultural/heterogeneous character of
Stratford students and community today

ION - HEART OF SCHOOL @ 6.5 LOOKING EAST
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CELEBRATION OF DIVERSITY MOBILE ELEVATIONS
5

6

6.2

80'-0"

T.O. NEW PARAPET
336' - 0 1/8"

T.O. NEW ROOF
332' - 4 7/8"

CORRIDOR

CLASSRM

CLASSRM

THIRD FLOOR - ADDITION
319' - 1 1/4"

STUDY

LIBRARY

STORAGE

COMMONS

SECOND FLOOR
304' - 11 1/4"
AUXILIARY
GYM

Chase

SF33

LOCKER

LOCKER
TOILET

OFFICE

TOILET

FIRST FLOOR
291' - 7 1/4"
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7'-0"

8'-0"
12'-0"
10'-0"

12'-0"

20'-0"

4'-0"

CELEBRATION OF DIVERSITY MOBILE PLAN AND ELEVATION
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CELEBRATION OF DIVERSITY MOBILE GRAPHIC SKETCHES

Reference Image

Color Study

Concept Sketch
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HEART OF SCHOOL HERITAGE WALL ELEVATION
Objectives
– Commemorate history, heritage, and
meaning of civil rights movement

B.4

18'-9"

B.6

C

D

16'-7"

E

44'-9"

E.1

E.5

10'-11"

– Honor and celebrate Stratford’s role in
desegregation of Virginia schools
– Highlight ongoing importance of
tolerance, inclusion, etc.
Content
– Focus on 30 – 40 year Civil Right era
timespan, roughly 1940 - 1980
– History of school segregation and
desegregation in Virginia

SF18

– Social history of Arlington, evolution of
progressive thinking in city
– Reflections/recollections of four students
– Reflections/recollections of Stratford
students and staff and community
members during period of desegregation
– Include present day human/civil rights
issues
– Include recognizable national/
international history and cultural events
as “reference points”

ION - HEART OF SCHOOL @ 6.5 LOOKING EAST
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HEART OF SCHOOL HERITAGE WALL CONCEPT SKETCH
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HEART OF SCHOOL HERITAGE WALL CONCEPT SKETCH
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HEART OF SCHOOL HERITAGE WALL REFERENCE IMAGES
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INTEGRATING FACETS INTO “TALKING WALL”
LOCKER WALL GRAPHIC

STRATFORD SELF-PORTRAIT
CONCEPT
SKETCH
INTEGRATING FACETS INTO “TALKING WALL”
Objectives
– Changing displays of student-created
artworks celebrating and
documenting the Stratford
community, installed at specific
locations along hallways.
Content
– Celebration and ongoing
documentation of “Stratford
experience”

LOCKER STUDY

LOCKER STUDY

QUINN EVANS ARCHITECTS

Arlington Public Schools
Stratford Middle School

Arlington Public Schools
Stratford Middle School

QUINN EVANS ARCHITECTS
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STRATFORD SELF-PORTRAIT CHANGEABLE FRAME TYPICAL ELEVATION

Approximately 4’x6’ Sections

Scale: 1” = 1/8”

Custom-designed and fabricated frame system would
enable students artworks to be easily mounted for
temporary display, then removed and archived.
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TIME AND PLACE PLAN
Objectives
– Architectural significance of original
Stratford building
– Evolution of site and building over time
(19th Century – Present)
– Touchable models/bas reliefs and
graphics
Content
– Progressive architecture for a progressive
community: history of “progressive
movement” in education, and its impacts
on school design
– Site as un-built native landscape; as
YWCA camp; Stratford as originally built;
as altered/added to, and current building
(after renovation and expansion)
– Identification and interpretation of
character-defining features of building

1959
February 2, 1959
African American 7th grade students
attend SJHS
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294' - 4 5/8"

TIME AND PLACE ELEVATION AND CONCEPT SKETCHES

FIRST FLOOR
291' - 7 1/4"

MATCHLINE
H1 / A203

BASEMENT B1
274' - 3 1/4"

Concept Sketches

T.O. EXIST. PARAPET
334' - 11 1/4"
T.O. EXIST. ROOF
331' - 7 1/4"

THIRD FLOOR
318' - 3 1/4"

SECOND FLOOR
304' - 11 1/4"

1

3

4

5

6

M

1'-0"

1
L4.01 CONCRETE RETAINING

8

9

CL

WALLS

T.O.W ELEVATION
VARIES, SEE SITE PLAN

SPACING

CUT PAVING AROUND BICYCLE RACK

2'-11"

1
4"
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3'-5"

1'-3"

2 1/2" X 2 1/2"
WOOD BOARD

1
CONCRETE WALK PED
L4.00
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TRASH RECEPTACLE

SHIM W/ PADS AS REQ. T
PLUMB
3

RIES

1/4" x 3" SS BOLT
1" RADIUS
5" X 2 1/2" WOOD
BOARD

BICYCLE RACK

FINISH GRADE, VARIES
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L

7

FIRST FLOOR
291' - 7 1/4"

HEIGHT VARIES, SEE PLANS

Elevation

2

8"

S.S. EXPANSION BOLT

TIME AND PLACE WALL REFERENCE IMAGES
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