
When it comes to prescription medications, you and 
your doctor usually have a choice between a brand 
name medication and its generic equivalent. Generic 
equivalent medications have the same strength  
and active ingredients as brand name medications,  
but often cost much less – in some cases, up to  
80%–85% less.1 

In most cases, when you take your prescription for a 
brand name medication to the pharmacy, they’ll fill your 
prescription with the generic equivalent.

Under your plan, if you ask for the brand name 
medication instead of the available generic (even though 
your doctor’s OK with you taking the generic), you’ll pay 
a higher amount. You’ll pay your generic2 copay plus the 
difference in cost between the brand name and the 
generic medication.3 

 Generic If he chooses the generic, all 
he pays is his generic copay: $10

Brand 
name

 

If he chooses the  
brand name, he pays: 

$10      generic2 copay
$214     brand name cost ($230) –  

generic cost ($16)
+

= $224    TOTAL brand name cost4

$224

GO GENERIC 
and save money.

Here’s an example
Joe takes medication to lower his cholesterol. He’s 
deciding between a $230 brand name medication and 
its $16 generic equivalent. His doctor is OK with him 
taking the generic equivalent.

Under his plan, he has a copay of: 

› $10 for a 30-day supply of generic medications

› $60 for a 30-day supply of brand name medications2

1. U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) website, “Facts About Generic Drugs.” Last updated 06/28/16.
2.  Check your plan materials, as some plans may require you to pay the brand copay (e.g. $60) plus the difference between the brand name and generic cost. 
3.  Check your plan materials. If your plan includes a deductible or out-of-pocket maximum, only the generic medication cost or generic copay will apply to the deductible and out-of-pocket 

maximum. The difference between the brand name cost and generic cost does not apply.
4.   This is an example used for illustrative purposes only. Your actual costs may vary. 
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View your pharmacy benefits online – 24/7
Log into the myCignaSM website or app to:

› See which medications your plan covers

› Use the Drug Cost tool to find pharmacies, learn how much your medications may cost 
and view lower cost alternatives, if available

› See your plan details, claim history and account balances

You can also call us at the toll-free number on the back of your Cigna ID card if you 
have questions.


