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In this follow-up report, Hanover compares GED program options available to 
students who live and/or work in Arlington, as well as similar offerings across the 
State of Virginia.  We further provide comparisons of Arlington’s program to state 
and national data on GED programs and outcomes. 
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Overview 

 
In this follow-up report, The Hanover Research Council examines preparation 
courses and programs for individuals seeking to take the General Educational 
Development (GED) Test.  In our previous report, we examined the effectiveness of 
such courses offered by Arlington Public Schools.  Now we turn to external 
comparisons of similar offerings operating in the Arlington area, statewide, and 
nationally. In addition to general information on policies for providing GED services, 
as requested by APS, we focus on the following issues: 
 

 Educational services offered 

 Services for adults 

 Target population 

 Enrollment and GED attainment rates 

 Provider’s costs for the GED program 

 Direct fees for GED students 
 
In the first section of the report, we provide a comparison of the GED scores of 
APS program participants with recent scores at the state and national levels.  We use 
APS data from our earlier report and data provided by the American Council on 
Education.1  This is followed by a brief discussion of GED preparation in Virginia, 
primarily relying on the findings of a recent report by the Virginia Adult Learning 
Panel.2 
 
Finally, we examine specific GED preparatory offerings.  In order to identify 
programs for comparison, we used America’s Literacy Directory, a national database 
of literacy programs maintained by the National Institute for Literacy and its 
partners.3  As described in greater detail in the sections below, we first selected all 
programs within a five mile radius of Arlington, as well as all of the programs 
operating in Virginia, that are marked in the database as “study for GED or other 
high school program” or “official GED test center.”  We examined the website of 
each program and reviewed any additional material on the program that was offered 
by other sources.  It should be noted that complete information was unavailable for 
the majority of programs.  Nevertheless, we include profiles of the programs that 
provided the best overviews of how they work and who they serve. 
 
 

                                                        
1 “2007 GED Statistical Report.” GED Testing Service, American Council on Education. July 2008. 
http://www.acenet.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/ged/pubs/2007ASRfullreport.pdf 
2 “Addressing the Education, Skill, & Workforce Needs of Adults without a High School Diploma or Equivalent: 
Report of the Virginia Adult Learning Panel.” Virginia Adult Learning Panel. September 2008. 
http://www.education.virginia.gov/documents/FINALAdultLearningPanelReport.pdf 
3 http://www.literacydirectory.org/ 
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GED Outcomes – Arlington, Virginia, and the United States 

 
In order to provide a context for the outcomes of the APS preparation program, we 
begin with a brief overview of GED scores of APS program participants, as well as 
all GED candidates in the State of Virginia and across the nation.  Note that in the 
following table, we include scores for any individual who took the Social Studies, 
Reading, Science, or Mathematics portions of the GED exam.  We exclude Writing 
scores from this table due to the lack of such scores for APS participants who failed 
the Writing section.  State and national scores are drawn from the American Council 
on Education’s “2007 GED Testing Program Statistical Report,” and therefore 
represent data from the 2007 administration of the GED testing program.4  APS 
participant scores reflect data from all years provided by APS.5 
 

Standard Score Statistics for APS Program Participants and All Virginia and US GED Candidates  
Social Studies, Reading, Science, and Math 

Cohort 
Social Studies Reading Science Mathematics 

Median Mean 
Std 
Dev 

Median Mean 
Std 
Dev 

Median Mean 
Std 
Dev 

Median Mean 
Std 
Dev 

APS 
Participants 

470 475 67 470 487 94 460 463 69 420 441 70 

Virginia 500 508 80 500 527 98 510 512 80 450 462 82 

United 
States 

510 516 82 520 540 103 520 517 83 470 473 86 

Source: APS and ACE.6 

 
As illustrated above, the mean and median scores of APS participants are lower than 
Virginia and national scores in every subject.  This is most significantly pronounced 
in Science, where APS participants scored on average 49 points lower than the state 
average.  These gaps are even more apparent when APS scores are compared against 
the national mean and median scores, as the State of Virginia scored lower than the 
national average across the board.  The next table displays pass rates for all 
individuals who completed the full GED exam. 
 

GED Pass Rates – APS Participants, Virginia, and the United States 

Cohort Number Completing Test Pass Rate 

APS Participants 67 56.7% 

Virginia 20,656 70.5% 

United States 600,023 71.5% 

Source: APS and ACE.7 

 

                                                        
4 “2007 GED Statistical Report.” P. 1. 
http://www.acenet.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/ged/pubs/2007ASRfullreport.pdf 
5 APS participant data is combined for 2006-07 and 2007-08 in order to keep the sample size as large as possible. 
6 “2007 GED Statistical Report.” P. 54-56. 
7 Ibid., P. 8. 
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Similar to the average scores on individual subjects, the APS participant pass rate on 
the full GED exam (56.7 percent) is considerably lower than the State of Virginia 
(70.5 percent) and the United States (71.5 percent).  Based on a more recent 
“State/Testing Center Statistical Report” for Virginia, provided by APS, it appears 
the state pass rate increased to 72.5 percent in 2008.  The pass rate of all GED 
completers (not just participants in preparatory courses) at the testing center for 
Arlington Adult Education was still well below this new state pass rate, resting at 59 
percent.  Note that only 12 other testing centers out of a total of 84 centers in 
Virginia had lower passing rates than Arlington in 2008.8 
 
The following chart and tables provide information on the scores of all individuals 
who passed the complete GED exam.  We include scores for individual subjects as 
well as the full test battery for APS participants, Virginia, and US GED passers. 
 

Mean Scores for All GED Passers by Subject and Test Battery 
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 Source: APS and ACE. 9 

 
Standard Score Statistics for All GED Passers in Writing, Social Studies, Reading 

Cohort 
Writing Social Studies Reading 

Median Mean Std. Dev Median Mean Std. Dev Median Mean Std. Dev. 

APS 
Participants 

510 509 46 510 514 55 534 520 87 

Virginia 490 505 72 520 530 72 520 550 94 

United States 490 504 74 530 538 74 540 565 97 
Source: APS and ACE.10 

                                                        
8 “State/Testing Center Statistical Report – Virginia.” January 21, 2009.  Provided by Arlington Public Schools. 
9 “2007 GED Statistical Report.” P. 74-76. 
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Standard Score Statistics for All GED Passers in Science, Math, and Test Battery 

Cohort 
Science Mathematics Battery 

Median Mean Std. Dev Median Mean Std. Dev Median Mean Std. Dev. 

APS 
Participants 

500 506 55 465 478 64 504 508 42 

Virginia 530 535 68 480 490 70 508 522 59 

United States 530 542 70 490 501 74 518 530 60 
Source: APS and ACE.11 

 
The scores for GED passers exhibit slightly different patterns than the scores for all 
GED candidates.  With regard to the Writing portion of the exam, APS participants 
who passed the overall GED exam had higher mean and median scores than GED 
passers at the state and national levels.  Further, APS participants had a higher 
median score on the Reading section than all Virginia passers. 
 
While the above score comparisons do not provide much insight into the effect of 
GED preparation on scores at the state and national levels, the ACE 2007 GED 
Statistical Report provides some evidence that formal preparation may lead to higher 
GED scores.  The report concluded that “Jurisdictions that had higher pass rates 
generally required candidates to have completed an adult education program of study 
and/or pass the Official GED Practice Tests (OPT) before allowing them to take the 
GED Tests.”12  Further, of the 10 jurisdictions with the highest pass rates in the 
nation, six required GED candidates to pass the OPT, while three strongly 
encouraged individuals to take the OPT, offered the OPT free of charge, or required 
candidates to show evidence that they were prepared to take the test. 
 
Providing state-level evidence, Iowa, a state that has maintained a 94-99 percent 
GED pass rate from 1998-2007, claims in a 2006 report that “Iowa’s high pass rate is 
due, to a large extent, to the fact that 96 percent of Iowa’s GED candidates are direct 
referrals from the adult literacy instructional program.”13  In 2007, as the ACE report 
indicates, the state had a 99 percent passing rate, the highest in the country.14 
 
North Carolina, another high performing state (86.5 percent pass rate for 2007), gives 
its GED policies similar credit.  According to Lou Ann Parker, a GED administrator 
for North Carolina, the state runs GED preparation classes Monday through Sunday 
in the mornings, afternoons and evenings at each of the state’s 58 community 

                                                                                                                                                                     
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid., viii.  
13 “Iowa GED Statistical Report for Calendar Year 2006.” Division of Community Colleges and Workforce Preparation. 
January 8, 2007. 
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=3882&Itemid=999999
99 
14 “2007 GED Statistical Report.” P. 14. 
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colleges, providing a high degree of flexibility in preparation options.  Further, 
students are required to pass the OPT before taking the actual test.15 
 
The table below presents the top ten states in terms of 2007 GED passing rates.  
While six of the states do require that GED candidates pass the practice test, and 
ACE contends that three have other policies that promote preparation before the 
test, it is not clear that such policies have an effect on pass rates.  Much more detailed 
research would be required at the state and local levels to support such a claim. 
 

Pass Rates and Official GED Practice Test Requirements of Top Performing States 

State 2007 Passing Rate OPT Passing Scores Required? 

Iowa 99.0% Yes 

Delaware 94.1% Yes 

Kansas 92.9% Yes 

Vermont 88.6% No 

Wyoming 88.5% Yes, if enrolled in GED preparation class 

Alaska 87.9% No 

Idaho 86.8% No 

Maine 86.6% Yes 

North Carolina 86.5% Yes 

Oregon 84.9% No 

    Source: ACE.16 

 
 

                                                        
15 “More Adults Taking and Passing GED Tests.” Community College Times. August 18, 2008. 
http://www.communitycollegetimes.com/article.cfm?TopicId=5&ArticleId=1143 
16 “2007 GED Statistical Report.” P. 14 and 34-37. 
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GED Preparation in Virginia 

 
There are three primary adult education programs operating in Virginia: Adult Basic 
Education (ABE), English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), and Adult 
Secondary Education (ASE).  As displayed below, while overall enrollments have 
fluctuated, enrollment by adult education program type in Virginia has remained 
relatively fixed since 2001-02.  With regard to our current focus on GED preparation, 
Adult Secondary Education has made up 14.2-15.8 percent of all adult education 
enrollments between 2000-01 and 2006-07. 
 

Virginia Adult Education Enrollment by Program 
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 Source: Virginia Adult Learning Panel.17 

 
According to a recent report by the Virginia Adult Learning Panel, in 2006-07, 15,178 
Virginia residents passed the GED.18  Of these individuals, 11,872 (78.2 percent) 
earned their GED without participating in any of the state’s Adult Basic Education or 
Adult Secondary Education programs.  The panel speculates that these individuals 
may have been successful by studying independently or through programs such as 
GED On Demand, eLearn Virginia, one of the Middle College programs at five of 
Virginia’s community colleges, or through the Virginia Department of Correctional 

                                                        
17 “Addressing the Education, Skill, & Workforce Needs of Adults without a High School Diploma or Equivalent: 
Report of the Virginia Adult Learning Panel.” Virginia Adult Learning Panel. September 2008.  P. 11. 
http://www.education.virginia.gov/documents/FINALAdultLearningPanelReport.pdf 
18 Note that this 2006-07 figure is slightly different than the number of Virginia GED passers recorded by the ACE 
for 2007 (14,572), indicating a different observation period.  The Virginia Adult Learning Panel is using Fiscal Year 
2006-07, whereas ACE appears to be using Calendar Year 2007. 
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Education.19  The following table displays the number of individuals taking the GED 
test, the number who passed, and the number who passed after participating in 
Virginia ABE/ASE programs. 
 

Comparison of Success Rates of All Individuals Taking the GED Test vs. 
Individuals Enrolled in ABE/ASE Classes Prior to Taking the GED Tests 
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  Source: Virginia Adult Learning Panel.20 

 
For individuals who do enroll in adult education, there are multiple delivery models 
available throughout the state.  According to the panel, 32 localities provide adult 
educational services through their school division; 17 regions (representing 80 
localities) provide such services through a regional program; and 14 localities 
“subcontract” these services through their local community college.  The community 
colleges currently performing these services include the Eastern Shore Community 
College, New River Community College, Southside Community College, and Patrick 
Henry Community College.21  Note once again that these services include Adult Basic 
Education, ESOL, and Adult Secondary Education, not just GED preparation strictly 
speaking. 
 
With regard to the demographic characteristics of individuals who participate in adult 
education, the panel found that women and Hispanics constitute the largest groups 
enrolled in adult education programs administered by the Virginia Department of 
Education.  Further, the majority of adult learners fall within the ages of 18 and 44.22  
The following table provides additional information on who participates in adult 
education in Virginia. 

                                                        
19 Ibid., P. 7. 
20 Ibid., P. 13. 
21 Ibid. P. 10. 
22 Ibid., P. 7.  
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Virginia Enrollment in Adult Education – Demographics 

 FY2004-05 FY2005-06 FY2006-07 

State Enrollment    

     ABE, ASE, ESOL Participants 29,222 31,490 32,502 

Gender    

     Male 12,137 13,324 14,018 

     Female 17,085 18,166 18,484 

Enrollment by Age    

     16-18 2,560 2,394 2,431 

     19-24 6,678 7,176 7,389 

     25-44 14,718 16,019 16,582 

     45-59 4,399 4,865 5,050 

     60 and older 867 1,036 1,050 

Enrollment by Ethnicity    

     American Indian/ Alaska Native 101 96 102 

     Asian 3,173 3,251 3,386 

     Black or African American 8,472 8,807 8,758 

     Hispanic or Latino 8,779 10,023 11,657 

     Native Hawaiian or Other  
     Pacific Islander 

36 52 47 

     White 8,661 9,261 8,552 

       Source: Virginia Adult Learning Panel.23 

 
While a direct comparison between the demographics of APS program participants 
and participants in all Virginia adult education programs would not be realistic due to 
the lack of ESOL in the APS data, we can still draw some broad conclusions.  First, 
unlike Virginia adult education overall, Black or African American students (33.9 
percent of all APS participants) were most heavily represented in 2006-07 and 2007-
08 APS preparation programs, followed by Hispanic or Latino students (23.3 
percent).  Similar to Virginia adult education participants, the largest group of APS 
participants indicated that they were 25-44 years of age (41.1 percent of all APS 
participants and 63.4 percent of participants providing a birth date).  Finally, with 
regard to gender, both Virginia adult education programs and APS programs had a 
higher percentage of female than male participants, with 56.9 percent and 59.3 
percent female students, respectively. 
 

                                                        
23 Ibid., P. 12. 
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GED Program Profiles 

 
Using America’s Literacy Directory,24 Hanover searched for all programs within a 
five mile radius of Arlington, as well as all programs operating throughout the State 
of Virginia.  As mentioned above, we examined the website and any other secondary 
material on each program to determine the types of services offered, the program’s 
target population, enrollment, GED attainment rates, provider’s costs for the 
program, and direct fees for GED students. 
 
GED Programs in the Arlington Area 
 
With regard to our first search, the directory listed seven programs in and around 
Arlington that identify themselves as offering services geared towards “studying for 
GED or other high school program.”  After reviewing each program’s web site 
and/or secondary sources describing the program, we concluded that only two of 
these programs, aside from APS offerings and the Arlington Even Start Family 
Literacy program,25 offer GED preparation services.26  We provide available 
information on these programs below. 
 
Latin American Youth Center 
 
The Latin American Youth Center, a nonprofit organization located in Washington, 
DC, offers a variety of social services, and educational, work skills, advocacy, and 
residential programs to multicultural youth.  The Work Skills division of the 
organization, titled Workforce Investment & Social Enterprise (WISE) provides 
GED training, among other services.  The program takes a holistic approach by 
providing job readiness training, job placement services, GED preparation, and 
support services for youth ages 16 to 24, who are no longer in school.  These 
participants engage in a 12-week core curriculum, while also working with job 
placement specialists to pursue a job, internship, or apprenticeship.  Individuals 
interested in continuing their education are also aided by the placement specialist in 
identifying and applying to an appropriate postsecondary program.27 
 
The program’s GED and pre-GED classes focus on the five components of the 
GED exam.  Participants requiring further help may receive academic tutoring.   
 

                                                        
24 http://www.literacydirectory.org 
25 http://www.apsva.us/15401081151053260/site/default.asp 
26 Other adult education providers listed as operating within 5 miles of Arlington include: the Spanish Education 
Development Center, American Community Partnerships, and Green Door.  None of these organizations indicated 
that they provide GED-specific preparation. 
27 “Latin American Youth Center Evaluation Highlights, Fiscal Year 2007 (October 1, 2006 – September 30, 2007).” 
LAYC Learning and Evaluation Division. P. 9-10. http://www.layc-
dc.org/results/Evaluation_Highlights_FY07_FINAL.pdf 



 

  

 
11 

HANOVER RESEARCH COUNCIL 

© 2009 The Hanover Research Council 

 

MARCH 2009 

In addition to these classes, the curriculum for the 12-week program covers topics 
such as: 
 

 Resume and cover letter writing 

 Interviewing 

 Career planning 

 Goal setting 

 Life skills 

 Time management 

 Communication 

 Conflict resolution 

 Self-esteem28 
 
On a weekly basis, students receive eight hours of GED preparation, eight hours of 
job-readiness training, and three hours of computer instruction.  During the 
program’s intake process, students are assessed using CASAS, the Comprehensive 
Adult Student Assessment System.    WISE staff members then administer a practice 
GED to determine whether students should begin in a pre-GED or a GED class.  As 
part of the GED curriculum, WISE uses PLATO Learning, a web-based instructional 
tool that allows students to work at their own pace.  Use of the tool reinforces 
computer skills while helping students to strengthen their reading and math abilities.29 
 
The program also features case management services.  Case managers assist students 
with a variety of issues including housing, transportation, and child care referrals.  
Further, these staff members check in with students on a daily basis to make sure that 
they are progressing towards their stated goals.  Beyond these services, the program 
offers career exploration workshops that feature working professionals from a variety 
of industries.  These guests describe career paths related to their industries, as well as 
provide instruction on other topics such as customer service and personal financial 
management.30 
 
Note that with regard to the target population of the WISE program, the majority of 
individuals reside in Washington, DC, though conceivably, some of these individuals 
could work in Arlington.  While LAYC does not break down its demographics by 
program, overall, 54.8 percent of the individuals served by the organization in Fiscal 
Year 2007 were Latino, while another 37.6 percent were African American.31 
 

                                                        
28 http://www.layc-dc.org/laycdc/workskills/default.html 
29 “Testimony of Laurie Mittenhal, Director, Workforce Investment and Social Enterprise Division (WISE), Latin 
American Youth Center, Before the Committee on Education, Libraries, and Recreation, Council of the District of 
Columbia.” Hearing on Adult Literacy Services in the District of Columbia. June 27, 2006. http://www.layc-
dc.org/news/june272006.html 
30 http://www.layc-dc.org/laycdc/workskills/default.html 
31 P. 2. http://www.layc-dc.org/results/Evaluation_Highlights_FY07_FINAL.pdf 
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According to the organization’s most recently available evaluation report, for Fiscal 
Year 2007, the WISE program served 295 young adults.  21 of these participants 
successfully earned their GED, while overall WISE GED participants had a 68 
percent passage rate on the GED exam.32  Other indicators of the program’s success 
beyond GED outcomes include the placement of 77 percent of Job Readiness 
Training participants in continuing education or employment.  Further, the average 
wage for job placements was $8.14 and average retention was approximately six 
months. 
 
In FY2007, expenses associated with the WISE program totaled $823,345.33  Further, 
the organization’s Form 990 indicated that as a whole, LAYC received $4,199,994 in 
direct public support, $7,934,632 in government contributions, $139,952 in net rents, 
and $990,386 in other revenue,34 for a total of $13,264,964 in revenue for FY2007.  
As for expenses, program services cost a total of $10,801,595, management and 
general operations cost $2,490,083, and fundraising activities cost $323,946, for a 
total of $13,615,624 in expenses.35  The organization indicates that of these total 
expenses, $2,855,886 were used for “Education: The training of youths and adults in 
the skilled areas of Arts, Word Processing, Office Management and Computer 
Training” and “Job Placement, Counseling, and other support services...”36 
 
The program’s website does not provide any tuition or fee information for the WISE 
program.  However, other programs offered through LAYC are free37 or require a 
nominal fee of $15.38 
 
Language ETC 
 
Language ETC is another non-profit organization operating in Washington, DC.  The 
organization describes itself as a community-based program that offers “English and 
literacy training to low-income adult immigrants in the greater Washington area using 
volunteer teachers and tutors.”39  As this description indicates, the organization’s 
target population is primarily composed of immigrants, with 90-95 percent coming 
from Latin American countries.  The total student population represents 29 countries 
around the world.40   
 

                                                        
32 Ibid. 
33 “Form 990: Latin American Youth Center.”  Covers the period of October 1, 2006 through September 30, 2007.  
Accessed through GuideStar. P. 19. http://www.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2007/521/023/2007-521023074-
043fc3cb-9.pdf 
34 Note that some of the funds marked “other revenue” come from the operation of two Ben and Jerry’s shops 
owned by the organization. 
35 Ibid., P. 1. 
36 Ibid., P. 3. 
37 http://www.layc-dc.org/laycmd/year.html and http://www.layc-dc.org/laycdc/education/bardcollege.html 
38 http://www.layc-dc.org/socialenterprises/artmediahouse.html 
39 http://languageetc.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=13&Itemid=26 
40 “Language ETC.” GuideStar. http://www.guidestar.org/pqShowGsReport.do?partner=guidestar&npoId=678193 
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According to the Catalogue for Philanthropy, Language ETC provides instruction for 
approximately 2,500 students annually.  Classes are offered on weekday mornings and 
evenings, as well as all day on weekends.  In addition to the services mentioned 
above, the organization also offers one-on-one tutoring, a multimedia language lab, 
help with resume writing and job searches, and housing and small business programs.  
Unfortunately, the organization provides almost no information on the specific 
content of its GED preparation services, as well as outcomes from its programs.41  
With regard to other programs, the organization indicated that in 2004-05, 
approximately 90 percent of ESL students advanced to the next level.42 
 
While cost information for GED preparation is not provided on the Language ETC 
website, other class fees range from $40-$100.43  Further, the organization states, “We 
offer merit and needs-based scholarships.  We charge minimum tuition for our 
classes, and turn no one away for inability to pay.”44 
 
We were unable to determine how much the organization spends on GED 
programming.  However, the organization’s most recently available Form 990 
indicates that the organization spent a total of $438,209 on ESL, Spanish literacy, 
GED preparation, computer literacy, and citizenship instruction for approximately 
2,550 students in FY2007.45  With regard to other financial information, the program 
received $178,755 in direct public support, $210,000 in government contributions, 
$82,674 in program service revenue, $3,899 in interest on savings and temporary cash 
investments, and $525 in other revenue, totaling $575,853.46  Note that of this 
revenue, $174,096 came from student tuition.47  As for expenses, in addition to 
program services mentioned above, the organization spent $93,402 on management 
and general operations, and $27,052 on fundraising, totaling $558,663. 
 
Other Virginia GED Program Providers 
 
We next turn to other GED preparation programs operating in Virginia.  Below we 
provide profiles of seven providers, including regional organizations, non-profits, and 
public school districts.  As noted earlier, not all of the requested information was 
available for each provider.  Outcomes and financial data were particularly limited for 
regional organizations.  Nevertheless, the profiles below present a helpful picture of 
how these organizations operate.  We include further information on services and 
pricing of other programs not profiled here in a table in the appendix. 

                                                        
41 “Greater Washington 2005-06: Human Services.” Catalogue for Philanthropy. http://www.catalogueforphilanthropy-
dc.org/2005/language_etc_5456.htm 
42 Ibid. 
43 http://languageetc.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=26&Itemid=38 
44 http://languageetc.org/index.php 
45 “Form 990: Language ETC.” Covering the period from July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007.  Accessed through GuideStar. 
P. 17. http://www.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2007/522/106/2007-522106206-04193b64-9.pdf 
46 Ibid. P. 1. 
47 Ibid., P. 8. 
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Southwest Regional Adult Education Program 
 
The Southwest Regional Adult Education Program serves the counties of Buchanan, 
Dickenson, Russell, and Tazewell.  Targeting adult students who have not received a 
high school degree, the program offers free classes in Adult Basic Education/Pre-
GED and GED preparation.  The program employs four regional staff, as well as a 
total of 23 instructors distributed across the four counties.48  Classes are taught at 17 
different locations throughout the region.49  Further, the Southwest Regional Adult 
Education Program offers students the opportunity to take a free practice GED.  If 
they pass the practice test, the program will pay for them to take the actual exam.50 
 
Similar to APS and some of the other programs described in this report, students are 
initially evaluated using the TABE Reading and Math assessments in order to 
determine whether they should be taking pre-GED or GED preparation classes.51   
 
In addition to regular GED courses, Russell County, one of the members of the 
regional program, offers another promising and creative way to provide GED 
preparation.  The “PlugGED In” program is designed to target a geographical area 
with a higher than average high school drop-out rate and inadequate technology skills 
training.  The program allows 18-25 year old dropouts to complete a six month 
curriculum that includes GED instruction alongside a technology skills course.52   
 
A recent advertisement for the PlugGED In program indicated that classes will meet 
for four hours, three nights a week at the center.53  The current session runs from 
February 2 through July 31, 2009.  GED instructors from Southwest Regional Adult 
Education and IT instructors from Southwest Virginia Community College will lead 
the program.   
 
According to the Southwest Virginia Technology Development Center, where the 
program will be hosted, “The curriculum is designed to prepare participants to pass 
the GED tests while providing project-based instruction in the technology skills that 
tech-sector employers identify as crucial for entry-level employees.”54  As a part of 
the program’s curriculum, students will prepare for one of several Microsoft 
certifications (including Office Specialist, Desktop Support Technician, Internet Web 
Professional, and Application Specialist) free of cost through partnerships with the 
Microsoft Academy and Southwest Virginia Community College.  Further, all 

                                                        
48 http://www.russell.k12.va.us/adulted/staff.htm 
49 http://www.russell.k12.va.us/adulted/class_schedule.htm 
50 http://www.russell.k12.va.us/adulted/free.htm 
51 http://www.russell.k12.va.us/adulted/news_files/Intake%20Form%202008-2009.doc 
52 “Addressing the Education, Skill, & Workforce Needs of Adults without a High School Diploma or Equivalent: 
Report of the Virginia Adult Learning Panel.” 
53 http://www.russell.k12.va.us/adulted/plugged%20in%201.pdf 
54 “PlugGED In Classes Offered at SVTDC.” Southwest Virginia Technology Development Center. February 19, 2009. 
http://svtdc.org/2009/02/%E2%80%98plugged-in%E2%80%99-classes-offered-at-svtdc/ 
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graduates will have a guaranteed interview with Northrop Grumman, which has a 
facility in Russell County.55 
 
While information on the cost of providing the program was unavailable, the 
program is offered free of charge to participants.56 
 
Adult Continuing Education of Central Virginia 
 
According to a November 2008 newsletter published by Amherst County Public 
Schools, it has been approximately a year since the counties of Amherst, 
Appomattox, Bedford, Campbell, and Nelson, and the City of Lynchburg have 
regionalized their adult education programs.  The regionalized program is now called 
Adult Continuing Education of Central Virginia (ACE).  In 2007-08, 633 students 
participated in adult education through ACE.  As a part of the program, ABE and 
GED Preparation classes are offered through the region’s six school divisions at 16 
different locations.  All classes are open enrollment and free.57 
 
In 2007-08, the majority of ACE program participants were between the ages of 25 
and 44 (38.4 percent), followed by individuals aged 19 to 24 (23.9 percent).58  As for 
the ethnic makeup of program participants, 51.5 percent were listed as White and 
44.9 percent were listed as Black or African American. 
 
The regional organization does not provide pass rates for individuals participating in 
the GED Preparation classes but does indicate that 609 of the region’s residents 
earned their GED in 2007-08.   
 
With regard to specific offerings, two free GED Fast Track classes are being 
advertised in Bedford and Moneta.  Each class will meet twice a week for five hours, 
over a span of six weeks.59  The Bedford course meets from 9am-2pm on Mondays 
and Wednesdays, while the Moneta course meets from 9am-2pm on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.60  According to the instructional coordinator for adult education for 
Bedford County Schools, these classes represent the only accelerated GED offering 
in Central Virginia.  The classes are primarily paid for through a federal and state 
grant earmarked for GED programs, as well as some support from Bedford County 
Schools and Adult Continuing Education of Central Virginia.61 
 

                                                        
55 Ibid. 
56 Ibid. 
57 “Adult Continuing Education of Central Virginia.” In Focus. November 2008. 
http://www.amherst.k12.va.us/docs/SAO/infocusfall2008.pdf 
58 P. 4. http://www.amherst.k12.va.us/docs/SAO/infocusfall2008.pdf 
59 Christa Desrets. “Free GED Program Available in Bedford County.” The News & Advance. February 2, 2009. 
http://www.newsadvance.com/lna/news/local/article/free_ged_program_available_in_bedford_county/13033/ 
60 http://www.bedford.k12.va.us/bstc/adulted/ged_classes.htm 
61 Desrets, 2009.  
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Before admission into the Fast Track classes, students must be evaluated to 
determine their readiness for an accelerated program.  For students not qualified at 
this time to enter such a program, a number of pre-GED classes are offered through 
individual school districts.  For example, Bedford County Public Schools is currently 
offering eight pre-GED courses at seven different locations.  Courses meet at the 
following times: 9am-12pm, 6pm-9pm, or 6:30pm-9:30pm on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays; 6:30-9:30pm on Mondays and Thursdays; or 6pm-9pm on Mondays and 
Wednesdays.  All courses are free.62 
 
Little information was available on provider costs of these GED programs.  Further, 
it is unclear how much of the financial burden is shouldered by the individual school 
districts. 
 
Regional Adult Education Program of Lee, Scott, Wise, and Norton Public Schools 
 
Representing another multi-locality organization, the Regional Adult Education 
Program offers free basic skills instruction to adults living in the counties of Lee, 
Scott, Wise, and the City of Norton.  Services include one-on-one adult reading 
instruction, basic skills small-group classes, GED study classes, and on- and off-site 
workplace focus classes.63  GED classes are offered at 13 locations throughout the 
region.  The majority of these classes are offered on the following schedules: 9am-
12pm, 5pm-8pm, 5:30pm-8:30pm, and 6pm-9pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays; and 
5:30pm-8:30pm and 6pm to 9pm on Mondays and Wednesdays.64 
 
Similar to some of the programs mentioned above, the organization also offers GED 
Fast Track courses.  Any adult in the State of Virginia between the ages of 18 and 65 
may enroll in these courses if they have the necessary qualifying scores.  Eligibility is 
determined through completion of the TABE Reading and Math assessments.65 
 
In order to increase the flexibility of its GED preparation offerings, the Regional 
Education Program also allows students to participate in its free distance learning 
option.  After enrolling in the program, a teacher sends the student a placement test 
packet in the mail.  The student completes the packet, sends it back to the teacher for 
grading, after which the teacher mails a set of lessons to the student based on the 
student’s grade level.  All return postage is prepaid by the program and there are no 
fees for student participation.  The organization states that students typically spend 
approximately six to eight hours on each set of lessons, sending them back at least 
every other week.66 
 

                                                        
62 http://www.bedford.k12.va.us/bstc/adulted/abe_classes.htm 
63 http://www.scott.k12.va.us/adulted/aboutus/aboutus.html 
64 http://www.scott.k12.va.us/adulted/Classsites/RegionalClassSchedule_Blue_08-20-08.pdf 
65 http://www.scott.k12.va.us/adulted/fasttrack/gedfasttrack.html 
66 http://www.scott.k12.va.us/adulted/distance/distancelearning.html 
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The program further offers a free GED practice test.  If a student passes the practice 
test, they then receive a “scholarship” that allows them to take the actual GED exam 
free of charge.  If they pass the practice and subsequently fail the actual exam, they 
may retake the practice to be eligible for another scholarship to retake a GED subtest 
at no charge.67 
 
Outcomes and cost information were unavailable for this organization. 
 
Culpeper Literacy Council 
 
The Culpeper Literacy Council provides one-on-one tutoring for adults looking to 
improve their reading skills, earn a GED, or learn English.  The council also offers a 
pre-GED/GED class, as well as GED practice tests.  The majority of the council’s 
instruction is conducted through volunteer tutors.68 
 
The council’s GED program is free of charge and open to residents of Culpeper, 
Fauquier, Madison, Orange, and Rappahannock counties.  GED classes are taught on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 9am to 11:30am and Saturdays from 12:30pm to 
3pm.  In order to participate in the program, individuals over the age of 18 must 
make an enrollment visit.  During the visit, prospective students take a brief “locator 
test” that provides a rudimentary evaluation of their skill levels in reading and math.  
Following the test, students complete the more in-depth TABE assessments.  In 
addition to these courses, the council also offers a free GED practice test once a 
month.69 
 
In the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, the organization assisted 68 students through 
its GED class, using one paid instructor and two tutors.  While the organization does 
not indicate how many students ultimately took the test, it does state that eight 
students successfully received their GED.  The organization indicates that it spent 
$23,455 to provide this service.70 
 
The organization also provides “GED Jail Tutoring.”  During the same year, four 
tutors helped 15 jail students prepare for the exam.  While information on how many 
students took or passed the GED for this year is not available, the Form 990 for the 
previous year indicates that four students were tutored through this program and all 
four earned their GED.71  For the year ending June 30, 2008, the organization spent 
$5,131 on this program. 
 

                                                        
67 http://www.scott.k12.va.us/adulted/freetest/freeexam.html 
68 http://culpeperliteracy.com/CLCHistory.aspx 
69 http://culpeperliteracy.com/GED.aspx 
70 “Form 990: Culpeper Literacy Council.” Covers the period from July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008. Accessed through 
GuideStar. http://www.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2008/541/446/2008-541446838-04765738-9.pdf 
71 “Form 990: Culpeper Literacy Council.” Covers the period from July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007.  Accessed through 
Guide Star. http://www.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2007/541/446/2007-541446838-035b087e-9.pdf 
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Finally, the organization conducts one-on-one literacy/GED tutoring.  In the past 
year, one paid instructor and 15 volunteer tutors aided 28 students.  No information 
was available on the pass rates of this group.  The organization spent $10,261 on the 
program.72 
 
Overall, the council’s operations are almost exclusively supported by contributions, 
gifts, and grants.  In the past year, the organization received $69,158 in direct public 
support, $9,932 in indirect public support, and $10,000 in government contributions.  
Along with $386 from interest on savings and temporary cash investments, the 
organization had revenue totaling $89,476.  As for expenses, the organization spent 
$73,297 on program services, $13,899 on management and general operations, and 
$9,972 on fundraising for a total of $97,168.73 
 
Prince William County Public Schools 
 
Prince William County Public Schools offers a number of educational opportunities 
for adults.  These primarily include ABE, GED preparation, ESOL, the National 
External Diploma Program, and a Workplace Skills Program.  With regard to its 
ABE/GED programs, residents of Prince William County, the City of Manassas, and 
the City of Manassas Park who are 18 years of older may participate.74 
 
Unlike a number of the programs we have discussed so far, Prince William County 
Public Schools charges tuition for its GED preparation and other adult education 
courses.  The following table presents these costs, as well as information on course 
times and locations. 
 

Prince William County Public Schools – Adult Education Course Offerings 

Course Location Schedule Cost 

ABE/GED Adult Learning Center Saturday, 9am-noon $7 per class attended 

Fast Track GED Benton Middle School 
Mon, Tues, Wed, & 

Thurs. 7-9pm  
(six weeks only) 

$100 

GED Mathematics Benton Middle School 
Tues, Wed, & Thurs. 

7-9pm 
$150 

ABE; Pre-GED; GED 
Gar-Field High School; 

Stonewall Middle 
School 

Tues, Wed, & Thurs. 
7-9pm 

$150 

ABE/GED 
Sudley North 

Government Ctr. 
Tues, Wed, & Thurs. 

10am-noon 
$150 

GED 
Virginia Employment 

Commission 
Tues, Wed, & Thurs. 

10am-noon 
$150 

                                                        
72 In addition to the GED-related programs, another major activity of the council is its ESOL tutoring.  In the year 
ending June 30, 2008, 42 tutors aided 96 students.  The program cost $34,450 for that year. 
73 Ibid. 
74 http://www.pwcs.edu/adulted/#2 
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Prince William County Public Schools – Adult Education Course Offerings 

Course Location Schedule Cost 

ABE/Pre-GED 
Virginia Employment 

Commission 
Tues, Wed, & Thurs. 

12:30-2:30pm 
$150 

Source: PWCPS.75 

 
Prince William County Public Schools also offers a free GED practice test.  
Individuals who pass the practice are then offered the opportunity to take the GED 
test at no cost.76 
 
Presenting a unique GED preparation offering, PWCPS recently piloted its SOAR 
(Successfully Obtaining Academic Results) program.77  The development of the 
program was described in a fall 2007 newsletter published by the Virginia Adult 
Learning Resource Center.78  According to the article, the curriculum designed for the 
initiative is intended to be used within an adult ESOL program as an extra course 
offering for High Intermediate (Student Performance Level 5) and above, where the 
student aims to complete the ESOL program and transition immediately into a GED 
preparation program.  Course lessons are based on language learning, while the units 
of study are GED content based.  As the article explains, “The overall goal is to 
introduce…students to the format and content of a GED class, while allowing them 
to continue their language learning.”79 
 
The program was first piloted in spring 2007 and underwent a second pilot phase 
after fine-tuning the curriculum the following fall.  Students in the first pilot class 
showed learner gains and 70 percent of participants attended all classes or missed just 
one class.  The program was most recently offered in Prince William County from 
October 7 through December 11, 2008,80 and the developers of the program indicate 
that they would like to pilot the program on a state-wide level.81  Currently the 
program charges tuition of $150. 
 
While pass rates for participants of GED programs in Prince William County were 
unavailable, the following table presents enrollment information for adult education 
classes in 2007-08. 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
75 Ibid. 
76 http://www.pwcs.edu/curriculum/adulted/documents/FreeGEDPracticeTest-030909-WEB_000.pdf 
77 http://www.pwcs.edu/curriculum/adulted/documents/SOAR-2008-09-Session1.pdf 
78 Debby Cargill. “Prince William County Public Schools ESOL to GED Curriculum.” Progress. Fall 2007. 
http://www.valrc.org/publications/progress/Progress%20Fall%202007.pdf 
79 P. 5. http://www.valrc.org/publications/progress/Progress%20Fall%202007.pdf 
80 http://www.pwcs.edu/curriculum/adulted/documents/SOAR-2008-09-Session1.pdf 
81 P. 5. <http://www.valrc.org/publications/progress/Progress%20Fall%202007.pdf> and P. 2. 
<http://www.pwcs.edu/adulted/documents/ProgramsOffered-AE.09.pdf> 
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Prince William County Public Schools Adult Education Enrollment, 2007-08 

Program Areas Enrollments 

ESOL 855 

ABE/GED 293 

National External Diploma Program 40 

GED Testing 856 

Total Enrollment 2,044 
      Source: PWCPS.82 

 
While it is not entirely clear how much money PWCPS spends on GED programs in 
particular, the FY2009 Approved Budget indicates that all adult education programs 
are paid for primarily through tuition and federal/state grants.  First, the total 
estimated revenue from fees and tuition associated with Adult Education is $481,134 
for FY 2009.  Note, however, that included in this amount is Practical Nursing tuition 
of $191,700.83  Next, the program receives $321,871 in federal funding for Adult 
Education and Family Literacy.84  The state grants another $89,385 for Adult 
Education.85  Finally, under Continued State Initiatives, the GED program receives 
an additional $47,152 in state funds.86 
 
As for expenditures, PWCPS indicates that it will spend $1,055,478 on Adult 
Education in FY2009.87  The revenue listed above sums to $939,542.  It is unclear 
how this gap in revenue to expenditures is made up, however these funds are likely 
provided through other sources not explicitly denoted in the budget document. 
 
Charlottesville City Schools 
 
Through its Adult Learning Center, Charlottesville City Schools offers Skills 
Development, GED Preparation, and ESL classes.  Classes run during three sessions: 
fall, winter, and spring.  Students are assessed to determine which level of instruction 
is appropriate for them.  Assessments are held weekly at the Adult Learning Center, 
as well as on specific dates before the start of a session.88 
 
Similar to Prince William County Public Schools, CCS charges varying rates for its 
GED classes.  The table below presents information about these courses and fees.  
Note that city residents receive a $15 discount.  Further, need-based scholarships are 
available.89 
 

                                                        
82 “Adult Education.” Prince William County Public Schools. 
http://www.pwcs.edu/adulted/documents/ProgramsOffered-AE.09.pdf 
83 P. 124. http://pwcs.edu/Finance/budget/FY2009ApprovedBudget.pdf 
84 Ibid., P. 113. 
85 Ibid, P. 114.  
86 Ibid., P. 123. 
87 Ibid., P. 188. 
88 http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/adult_education/registration_information.html 
89 http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/adult_education/class_information.html 
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Charlottesville City Schools – Adult Education Course Offerings 

Course Schedule Cost 

GED Prep 1 Tues & Thurs. 9:30am-noon $100 

GED Prep 1 Mon & Wed. 6pm-9pm $100 

GED Prep 2 Mon & Wed. 6pm-8pm $100 

GED Just Math Mon & Wed. 6pm-8:30pm $30 for every 4 weeks 

GED eLearn Virginia at 
Computers4Kids 

Wed. 11am-2pm Free 

GED eLearn Virginia at 
Friendship Court 

Fri. 10am-1pm Free 

Source: CCS.90 

 
In addition to the public classes offered by CCS, the school system also provides 
GED and ESL training to employees at a number of local organizations.  These 
include the City of Charlottesville, Courtyard Marriott, Hampton Inn & Suites, UVA 
Dining Services, UVA Facilities Management, and UVA Housing Division.91 
 
With regard to the last two program options listed above, eLearn Virginia is a 
statewide program.  The online program allows Virginia residents to work 
independently on GED preparation from any location where they have internet 
access.92  As added support to these distance learners, CCS offers in-person 
assistance from instructors at two sites.  Further, while the program is free, CCS 
indicates that there is a $50 fee for books and materials.93   
 
According to a December 2008 article, 144 students were participating in the Adult 
Learning Center’s general enrollment courses in fall 2006; 140 in fall 2007; and 190 in 
fall 2008.  The majority of this recent increase came from 18- to 24-year-olds.94 
 
Like other programs described in this report, CCS offers free GED practices tests.  
Individuals may pick up the test from the Adult Learning Center, pay a $10 deposit 
and take the test at home.  When they return the test materials, they are refunded the 
deposit.  Students may avoid having to pay a deposit if they attend one of the on-site 
GED practice tests administered on Saturdays, once a month.  If students pass a 
practice test, they are granted a voucher to take the next GED test for free.95 
 
With regard to funding for the program, 2009-2010 budget documents indicate that 
the majority of funds come from state/federal grants and program fees.  In 2008-09, 
Adult Education received $120,223 in state funds, $195,971 in federal funds, and 

                                                        
90 http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/adult_education/schedule_and_fees.html 
91 http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/adult_education/class_information.html 
92 http://www.elearnva.com/ 
93 Note that this fee may only apply to the CCS support services for the program.  The eLearn Virginia website does 
not indicate the cost of the program. 
94 Rachana Dixit. “Adults Learn to Earn.” The Daily Progress. December 29, 2008. 
http://www.dailyprogress.com/cdp/news/local/education/article/adults_learn_to_earn/33395/ 
95 http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/programs/adult_education/ged_els.html 
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$160,171 in tuition.96  It appears that Adult Education received an additional 
$235,360 from the CCS General Fund in 2008-09, and is expected to receive a similar 
transfer from the General Fund of $225,360 in 2009-10.97 
 
New River Community College 
 
The Regional Adult Education Program at New River Community College serves the 
localities of Floyd, Giles, Pulaski, and Radford, offering residents a variety of 
programs to help prepare for the GED.98  First, students may participate in what 
could be referred to as typical GED preparation.  These courses cover all sections of 
the test, including writing, reading, science, social studies, and mathematics, as well as 
thinking skills and tips for taking the exam.  According to a fall 2008 schedule, these 
classes are typically offered twice a week for two hours.99  Another option is available 
for individuals who have already taken the GED tests but need to raise their math 
and writing scores.  The “GED Math and GED Writing” course focuses on strategies 
of critical thinking, writing, math, and problem-solving.100  Similar to the basic GED 
courses, this course meets twice a week for two hours.101  
 
A third option is offered through NRCC’s GED Distance Education program.  
These classes are offered to self-motivated students who would not otherwise be able 
to attend classes due to work or family obligations.  In order to be eligible, students 
must be assessed by NRCC staff to determine whether such an option is appropriate.  
Further, the class size for this program is limited to the first 25 students who 
qualify.102   
 
A similar self-paced program, though not a distance option, is offered through 
NRCC’s GED Computerized Class.  Here students learn and practice GED skills in a 
computerized format using Steck-Vaughn 21st Century software.  Students may access 
the software at NRCC or at an Adult Learning Center in their area.103  Also using 
Steck-Vaughn software and Official GED Practice Test booklets, NRCC allows 
participants of its programs to take a simulated GED test on paper or in a 
computerized format. 
 

                                                        
96 http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/departments/budget/documents/allfundsrevenue.pdf 
97 <http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/departments/budget/documents/GFsummary.pdf> and 
<http://www.ccs.k12.va.us/departments/budget/documents/Budget-public-hearing.5Feb09.pdf> 
98 http://www.nr.edu/workforce/pdf/adult_ed%20etc_fall_08.pdf 
99 Note that an updated schedule did not appear available on the NRCC website.  
http://www.nr.edu/workforce/pdf/adult_ed%20etc_fall_08.pdf 
100 http://www.nr.edu/adulted/pages/gedpro.htm 
101 http://www.nr.edu/workforce/pdf/adult_ed%20etc_fall_08.pdf 
102 http://www.nr.edu/adulted/pages/gedpro.htm 
103 Ibid. 
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In addition to the above options, NRCC also provides a GED Fast Track program.  
Similar to the fast track courses at other organizations described in this report, the 
eight-week accelerated class is available to students who pass an initial assessment.104 
 
While the cost of NRCC’s other preparation programs was not available on its 
website, NRCC does indicate that its Middle College program is free for students 
who qualify.  Offered at six community colleges, including Danville, Germanna, J. 
Sargeant Reynolds, Southside, Rappahannock, and New River, Middle College 
provides Virginia residents without a high school diploma the opportunity to 
simultaneously prepare for the GED test, take workforce readiness courses, and 
enroll in community college courses that are applicable to a degree or certificate.  The 
program also offers comprehensive support services.105 
 
NRCC explains that its Middle College program targets young adults between the 
ages of 18 and 24.  In addition to GED preparation, other academic courses, and 
career development courses, students receive free academic tutoring and career 
counseling.106 
 
Upon completion of a placement test, students that qualify for the program are 
offered free tuition and transportation to and from the program.107  They are then 
assigned to learning groups of eight to twelve students.  The groups participate in a 
day, evening, or distance education program.  The day program takes twelve weeks 
and the evening program only lasts for eight weeks.  Students in the distance 
education program have more flexible schedules but are encouraged to complete it 
within 12 weeks.  Further, at NRCC, the program is limited to 70 students.108 
 
At the aggregate level, the state’s Middle College offerings appear quite successful.  
According to 2006-07 data reported by the Virginia Adult Learning Panel, 505 
students were enrolled in the Middle College program at five community colleges 
(note that Rappahannock Community College’s program began in 2008).  Of those 
students, 408 earned a GED (81 percent completion rate).  Further, the program also 
achieved a 59 percent postsecondary rate (rate of students who enrolled in college 
following the program).109 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
104 Ibid. 
105 “Addressing the Education, Skill, & Workforce Needs of Adults without a High School Diploma or Equivalent: 
Report of the Virginia Adult Learning Panel.” 
106 http://www.nr.edu/middlecollege/faq.html 
107 At NRCC, the program will pay for transportation services through Pulaski Area Transit. 
108 Ibid. 
109 “Addressing the Education, Skill, & Workforce Needs of Adults without a High School Diploma or Equivalent: 
Report of the Virginia Adult Learning Panel.” 
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Summary of Middle College Activities and Outcomes 

Activities 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08110 Total 

Enrollment 73 310 452 594 717 2,146 

Active after one month 54 240 384 505 620 1,803 

Attained GED 34 175 392 408 439 1,348 

Attained CRC 19 136 191 211 232 789 

Continued to 
Postsecondary Education 

22 134 171 239 220 786 

Outcomes       

GED Rate 63% 73% 76% 81% 71%111 75% 

Career Readiness 
Certificate (CRC) Rate 

35% 57% 50% 42% 37% 44% 

Postsecondary Rate 65% 77% 59% 59% 50% 58% 

Source: Virginia Adult Learning Panel.112 

 
Note that funding information for the Middle College program was unavailable 
through the New River Community College website, the Virginia Adult Learning 
Panel report, and the Virginia Department of Education website. 
 
 

                                                        
110 Preliminary data. 
111 Note that the Virginia Adult Learning Panel provides no explanation for this projected drop in GED rate.  
Nevertheless, the number of students earning their GED through the program is still expected to rise by 31. 
112 Ibid. 
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Appendix: Additional GED Preparation Program Information 

 
The following table, though not comprehensive, provides information on other GED 
preparation providers operating in the State of Virginia. 
 

GED Preparation Program Providers – Virginia  

Program Location Educational Services GED Prep Fees 

Rita Welsh Adult 
Literacy Program113 

Williamsburg 
One-on-one tutoring in reading, 

writing, and math 
$20 annual intake fee; can be waived 

based on need 

Thorpe House Adult 
Learning Center114 

Warrenton 
GED Prep; ESL; Adult Basic 

Skills; Citizenship 
$20 per semester 

Middle Peninsula 
Regional Adult 
Education115 

King William 
GED/Fast Track GED; ABE; 

ESOL; NEDP 
$25 assessment fee 

Valley Vocational 
Technical School116 

Fishersville 
GED; Night High School; 
External Diploma Program 

$25 for 6 months 

Roanoke City Public 
Schools117 

Roanoke GED Prep; ESL Free but $20 optional book fee 

Eastern Shore 
Community College118 

Melfa GED Prep; ESOL 
Classes: $25; Prep books: $20; 

Practice Tests: $10 

Alexandria City Public 
Schools119 

Alexandria 
Pre-GED/GED; ABE; ESL; 

Advanced Studies; Family 
Learning Program 

Evening Class $88 for Residents, $103 
for non-residents; Day Class $55 for 
residents and $200 for non-residents 

Roanoke County Public 
Schools120 

Roanoke 
GED Prep/Fast Track GED; 

Individualized GED Prep; ESL; 
Evening High School 

Free but textbook available for 
purchase 

Dayton Learning 
Center121 

Dayton 
GED Prep; ABE; ESL; Family 

Literacy; Language and Computer 
Training 

$25 registration fee 

Henrico County Public 
Schools122 

Highland 
Springs 

GED; ESL; Citizenship; External 
Diploma Program 

$25 per session plus the cost of the 
book ($20) and official GED 

calculator ($10) 

Rappahannock Area 
Regional Adult 
Education123 

Spotsylvania 
GED; ABE; TOEFL; External 

Diploma Program; ESOL; Adult 
High School; Citizenship 

$20 registration fee 

Fairfax County Public 
Schools124 

Springfield GED; ESOL; Adult High School Tuition: $52; Text: $20 

                                                        
113 http://adultliteracywilliamsburg.org/about/about.html 
114 http://www.fcps1.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=19948&sc_id=1152297619 
115 http://www.mprace.org/General/programs.html 
116http://www.augusta.k12.va.us/668738221122940/blank/browse.asp?A=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=61983 
117 http://www.rcps.info/education/dept/deptinfo.php?sectiondetailid=19475 
118 http://www.es.vccs.edu/workforce_development/ged_preparation.html 
119 http://www.acps.k12.va.us/adulted/adult-learning-center.php 
120 http://www.rcs.k12.va.us/adulted/sch_ged.shtml 
121 http://www.rockingham.k12.va.us/mtc/prep.html 
122 http://henrico.k12.va.us/adulteducation/adGED.html 
123 http://www.rarae.org/students.htm#GED 
124 http://www.fcps.edu/aceclasses/ahsc/SkillCourses.htm#courses 
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GED Preparation Program Providers – Virginia  

Program Location Educational Services GED Prep Fees 

West Piedmont 
Regional Adult 
Education125 

Rocky Mount GED; ABE; ESOL Free 

Portsmouth Public 
Schools126 

Portsmouth 
GED/Fast Track GED; ABE; 
Adult High School; Computer 

Classes 
Free 

Chesapeake Public 
Schools127 

Chesapeake GED; ABE; ESOL Free 

Hampton City 
Schools128 

Hampton 
GED; External Diploma 

Program; ESL 
Free 

York County School 
Division129 

Yorktown GED; ESL Free 

BEACON130 Bristow 
GED; ESOL; Basic Literacy; 

Citizenship 
Free 

Carroll County Public 
Schools131 

Woodlawn GED; ESOL Free 

Albemarle County 
Public Schools132 

Charlottesville 
GED; GED for ESOL Students; 

ESOL 
Free 

Source: Individual program websites. 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
125 http://www.westpiedmontadulted.com/ 
126 http://pps.k12.va.us/schools/alternative_schools/adult_ed/info/default.aspx?id=1695 
127 http://www.cpschools.com/departments/adulted/brochure_spring09.pdf 
128 http://www.sbo.hampton.k12.va.us/departments/adult_edu/adult_edu.html 
129 http://yorkcountyschools.org/adultEd/aboutClass.htm 
130 http://www.beaconliteracy.org/ 
131http://www.ccpsd.k12.va.us/school/adulted/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=47&Itemid=55 
132http://schoolcenter.k12albemarle.org/education/sctemp/632b44fa4026db8af7712a0982dabd39/1236125197/spring09g
ed_word.pdf 
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Note 
 
This brief was written to fulfill the specific request of an individual member of The 
Hanover Research Council.  As such, it may not satisfy the needs of all members.  We 
encourage any and all members who have additional questions about this topic – or 
any other – to contact us.   
 

Caveat 
 
The publisher and authors have used their best efforts in preparing this brief.  The 
publisher and authors make no representations or warranties with respect to the 
accuracy or completeness of the contents of this brief and specifically disclaim any 
implied warranties of fitness for a particular purpose.  There are no warranties which 
extend beyond the descriptions contained in this paragraph.  No warranty may be 
created or extended by representatives of The Hanover Research Council or its 
marketing materials.  The accuracy and completeness of the information provided 
herein and the opinions stated herein are not guaranteed or warranted to produce any 
particular results, and the advice and strategies contained herein may not be suitable 
for every member.  Neither the publisher nor the authors shall be liable for any loss 
of profit or any other commercial damages, including but not limited to special, 
incidental, consequential, or other damages.  Moreover, The Hanover Research 
Council is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional services.  
Members requiring such services are advised to consult an appropriate professional. 
 
 
 


