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This was the 2"d year of the
sustainability liaison program

Number of schools with liaisons
increased from 10 to 15.

Goals for the liasons included:

1. Identifying sustainability—related
activities

2. Collaborating and sharing
information activities

3. Fostering the implementation of
projects



4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Arlington Traditional Elementary 9.

Monica Hirschberg

Barrett Elementary
Cara Doherty

Claremont Elementary
Aracely Vance

Discovery Elementary
Kathleen Krupa and
Maria Cuzzocrea

Glebe Elementary

Toni Wexler

Jamestown Elementary
Dani Greene

Long Branch Elementary
Greg D'Addario
Oakridge Elementary
Sean Jones

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Patrick Henry Elementary
Susan Spanger

Gunston Middle

Topher Paterno

Jefferson Middle
Kaila Bell

Williamsburg Middle
Jill Mentch
Arlington Career Center

Rosemary Donaldson
Arlington Community High
Sharon Ruggieri and
Elizabeth Minihan

Stratford Program
Nicholas Gorman



e 33 projects were accomplished in the 15 schools. The
projects sometimes had multiple sustainability components.
The most common themes for the projects were:

Number of Projects

Recycling and Waste 14
Reduction Projects
Schoolyard Habitat 10

Improvements, Gardening,
and Outdoor Activities

Transportation Projects 4




“Over the course of School Year 2017-
2018, the Recycling Rangers at Long
Branch emptied approximately 55
classroom recycling bins 120 school
days. Additionally, they emptied 14 big
hallway bins into the outside dumpster
and toters approximately 60 days this
school year. Based on a 40-week school
year, we can estimate the Recycling
Rangers helped to recycle anywhere
from 16,800 — 22,400 pounds of
recycling this year.”

Greg D’Addario —
Long Branch Elementary School



"The outdoor learning spaces have
increased from zero to three and the
outdoor classroom has had a total
makeover. The Claremont community
girl scouts have planted a monarch
waystation in our outdoor classroom
that has already been put to use. The
seating areas for students have been
improved, and teachers have used
the outdoor classroom more than any
other year.”

Aracely Vance —
Claremont Elementary School

Before




“Our Carbon Footprint Project encouraged students to walk, bike or
bus to school every day. We reduced the number of staff members
who regularly ride in alone to 40%. Increased biking to 6.5%, walking
to 14.3%, carpool to 36.4%, and public transportation to 2.6%. We
increased the number of student walkers and bikers by 53 students.
We received the platinum award from Arlington Tranportation

Partners."
Sean Jones—

Oakridge Elementary School



At Least 3,540 Students
Engaged through Liaison Activities!



Most schools linked at least one
sustainability liaison project to

Standards of Learning (SOLs)

Sustainability concepts apply to all
levels of scientific study (K-12, from
physics to biology).

Key Concepts include

e Life cycles of plants and animals
e Sources of energy
* Natural resources

 Environmental changes over
time
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100% of liaisons implemented
projects that support the

Whole Child
e Healthy
— Increased accessibility to fresh
produce
— Supported outdoor activities
e Engaged

— Promoted involvement in local environment
— Increased participation in community service

e Life skills

— Experienced leadership, entrepreneurship
— Brought home sustainable practices
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Accomplishments

 Got an aquaponics center
running. Grew lettuce in March
and sold some of it to continue
sustaining the aquaponics
project.

* Organized an electronics
recycling event in May.

* InJune worked on a waste
audit with EcoAction
Arlington.
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Accomplishments

e Students learned the science
of stream ecology and took
measurements at two
locations.

e Students participated in a trash
pick-up and audit from the
local streams, and educated
their fellow students about
what they learned.

e Students also studied
migratory birds and had a
debate on recycling.



Accomplishments

e Collected unused and
unwanted food items from
school lunch to be donated
to the Arlington Food
Assistance Center (AFAC) to
help alleviate hunger in our
community.

e 660 pounds of food since
January!
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Accomplishments

e Over 60% of classrooms
implemented energy monitors

e Staff members became
“Sustainability Superheroes”

* Promoted water conservation

e Saved 11,000 plastic water bottles
with 3 new water bottle fillers

e Girl scout troop did a water audit to
identify leaky faucets and toilets
which were then fixed.

 Reached Arlington
Transportation Department
“Gold” status

16



Accomplishments

e Student council members
helped lead two food waste
audits in partnership with
World Wildlife Fund.

e Students and parents helped
to restore and rejuvenate the
school’s outdoor classroom
spaces and landscapes.
Students also planted a

monarch butterfly waystation.

17



Accomplishments

e 5th grade patrols collected
transportation data daily to
understand if students were taking
sustainable transportation to
school. This data was input into a
dashboard, so the school could
measure monthly growth.

e P.E.- added a biking curriculum
March 2018

e All grade levels promoted biking to
school through their artwork they
made and displayed around the
school.
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Accomplishments

 Founded the Glebe Green
Team with a focus on
Reducing, Reusing, and
Recycling

e Conducted a waste audit and
calculated the percentage of
recycling that was placed in
the trash. It was filmed for the
Green Scene.

 Made posters and sent out a
community letter to
encourage the use of reusable
water bottles.



Accomplishments

e Students helped establish a
permaculture garden: a self-
sustaining garden of native
plant species.

e |t was featured on APS Green
Scene.
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Accomplishments

Created programs
including a 5" Grade
Green Team and a 4t
Grade Gardening Lunch
Bunch

Compiled Sustainability
Lessons Linked to
Science SOLs
Established a TerraCycle
Waste Collection
Program

Held Outdoor Classroom
Activities for Toddlers
with Special Needs
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Accomplishments

e Started “Jefferson Greenjackets” -
an after-school, service-based club

e Students successfully cleared the
overgrown pollinator garden

e The Jefferson Garden was certified
as a Wildlife Habitat by the
National Wildlife Federation
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Accomplishments

e Recycling Ranger recycled
an estimated 20,000
pounds of waste this year

e Performed waste analysis
from first APS
measurement reports

e Long Branch was
consistently one of the top
performing schools on
recycling % rate
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Accomplishments

e Carbon Footprint Project
encouraged students to walk,
bike or bus to school every
day.

e Students built an erosion
prevention garden
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Accomplishments

e Walk and Bike to School
Program-Career Center
Presentation

e Natural Resources with 1st
Grade - Recycling

e Growing Food-Tomato Sale
with 2nd Grade

e Watershed with 5th Grade
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Accomplishments

e Started the WMS Earth Club.

e Organized a large drive to
collect electronics for
recycling.

e Collected used athletic shoes
for recycling.

 Held a bake sale to raise
money to buy plants for
WMS, and provided
information on the benefits
of indigenous plants.
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