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Mr. Saruhan Hatipoglu’s EMT students at the                        
Arlington Career Center welcomed a special guest 
speaker to the classroom in November.  Arlington 
County Fire Department Battalion Chief Tiffanye 
Wesley spoke to             
the students about 
the importance of 
Scene Safety.   

Early Childhood Education students at the Career 
Center have been reading in the afternoons to              
students in the preschool program .  Called “Books 
for Buddies,” the high school students sit with the 
preschool students by their cot for a story before 
nap/rest time. Ms. Ruth Bilodeau is the Early                      
Childhood Education teacher. 

Technology Education students at Gunston recently 
interviewed one another as target market research 
before designing and creating Kindness Awards for 
their new “clients.”  Package 
designs were created  using 
Adobe Illustrator and                    
Photoshop.  Designs                               
included custom vacuum-
formed blister packs and the 
final products were laser cut     
using 1/8th inch plywood.    
 

 
In addition, the Gunston 
Robotics team, AETHER, 
participated in the First 
Lego League Regional 
Tournament, held at               
Hayfield High School in  
November, and won the 
Judge’s Core Values 

Award.  The students worked hard to program their 
robot and prepare for the tournament.  Mr. Topher 
Paterno is the Technology Education Teacher and  
Robotics team Sponsor. 

For more CTE news, follow us on Twitter 
@APS_CTAE or visit our website: 

www.apsva.us/ctae 

 

Wakefield High School’s Entrepreneurship students 
took a field trip to the PayPal office in Washington, 
D.C.. While there, students participated in Speed        
Networking with PayPal employees and worked in 
teams on an innovation activity for the World Series 
of Innovation. The  field trip was sponsored by the 
Network for Teaching 
Entrepreneurship 
(NFTE).  Ms. Maureen 
Naughton is the                    
Entrepreneurship 
Teacher.  

 

In early November, cadets from the Career Center’s 
AFJROTC unit helped recognize Veterans by providing 
Color Guards at three different ceremonies.  The recog-
nition events occurred at Patrick Henry Elementary 
School, Culpepper Garden Retirement Community and 
Sunrise Senior Living.  The 
cadets greatly enjoyed 
these events and the            
privilege of personally 
thanking the Veterans for 
their  service.  Colonel Scott 
Dierlam, USAF (Retired) is 
the Senior Aerospace         
Science Instructor, VA-821. 

http://www.apsva.us/ctae
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Questions/Comments:  
 Kris Martini, Director, Career, Technical                                    

& Adult Education 

The Office of Career, Technical and Adult              
Education is hosting a Community Coding 
Event on December17

th  
for APS students and 

their families. This event in part of the APS 
“Month of Code” and is aligned with the nation-
wide initiative The Hour of Code™ by Computer 
Science Education Week and Code.org to                       
introduce students to one hour of computer  
science and computer programming.  The                  
Community Coding Event will begin with a brief 
introduction followed by several break-out               
sessions  provided by local businesses and APS 
employees. Coding activities will be available for 
students in Pre-K through 12

th
 grade, including 

unplugged and digital  lessons. This event                  
further supports what is already happening in 
the schools to integrate the Virginia Computer 
Science Standards of Learning.  

At Washington and Lee High 
School, students in Ms. Christine 
Taylor’s Fashion and Design 
class used the Husqvarna                  
embroidery machine to add      
designs to their reusable tote 
bags.   
 

 
Students participating in               
Family, Career and Community               
Leaders of America (FCCLA), a 
national Career and Technical   
Student Organization, prepared 
caramel corn for a fall fundraiser.  
The money earned from the sale 

of the popcorn will go toward the national dues to                       
affiliate the club.  Ms. Taylor is the club sponsor.  
 

This fall, REEP began offering a class for job seekers 
called Workplace English and Computer Skills. The 
class is designed to give learners a practical combi-
nation of skills needed to be more competitive and 
successful in a job search. It combines English and 
soft skills instruction for the workplace, technology 
skills training, and individual career and job coach-
ing with a trained volunteer. Students in the class 
prepare for the industry-recognized Microsoft           
Office Specialist certification, and receive instruc-
tion on workplace culture from REEP’s advanced 
A.C.C.E.S.S. curriculum, which combines language, 
academic, and technology objectives.  

mailto:kris.martini@apsva.us
https://csedweek.org/
https://csedweek.org/

