
STANDARDS-BASED GRADING 
AND REPORTING

Community Information Session - October 2019

WELCOME!



Session Overview

● The Why - Understanding Arlington’s journey

● Define Standards Based Grading 

● Understand What Standards Based Grading Looks Like

● Next Steps



Video Overview 

Let’s hear from students, teachers, 
and administrators who have 
previously implemented standards-
based reporting in APS. 

https://vimeo.com/355401830


2019-20 Standards-based Schools 
1. Abingdon
2. Alice West Fleet
3. Ashlawn
4. Barrett
5. Discovery
6. Hoffman Boston
7. McKinley
8. Nottingham
9. Oakridge
10. Randolph
11. Tuckahoe



Current Report Cards at APS



Why implement standards-based grading 
and reporting?



What Final Grade Would You Give?





Adapted from How to Grade for Learning, 3rd Edition (O'Connor, 2009) 

Which Student Would You Choose To Pack Your Parachute?



Why implement standards-based grading & reporting?

¨ More specialized reporting: precise and specific 
information about a child’s progress toward a standard

¨ Meaningful, consistent, and accurate picture of student 
proficiency on agreed upon standards 

¨ Supports students in answering: 
¤ Where am I going?
¤ Where am I now?
¤ How will I get there?



Alignment to Teaching & Learning 
• A, B, C is very gray – does a teacher reteach a B or C? As parents, 

you may be happy with a B, but has your student mastered the skill?
• Aligns report cards with curriculum and assessment
• The focus is on learning, rather the earning

Specific
• Provides greater detail for understanding
• A single grade doesn’t reflect a clear picture of what a child can do
• A,B,C,D, E has little meaning and may be interpreted differently

Why implement standards-based grading & reporting?



Consistency
• There are expected outcomes of learning in every area
• More consistency among teachers’ grading practices and 

expectations

Focus on What Students Know and Can Do 
• Teachers can better explain where a child may be struggling and 

where they excel
• Students can gain a greater depth of knowledge when they 

demonstrate early mastery of the standard

Why implement standards-based grading & reporting?



Student Focused
• Helps/teaches students what quality looks like for the standard
• Builds student ownership
• Adult world is performance based; students are better prepared

Why implement standards-based grading & reporting?

Students expectations for their own learning have 
the most powerful influence on student 

achievement and success (Hattie, 2012). 



APS Standards-based Progress Report 
Purpose Statement

The purpose of this report is to inform parents/guardians 
of students’ academic progress, based on the Virginia 
Standards of Learning (SOL) and APS learning 
expectations established for each grade level. This 
progress report highlights learning successes and 
opportunities for growth.



Mindshift - Learning Is a Progression

Meets 
Standard

The student consistently demonstrates mastery of the standard.

Approaching 
Mastery

The student is in the process of mastering the standard.

Developing 
Mastery

The student demonstrates initial understanding of the standard with support.

Insufficient 
Evidence

The teacher does not have evidence to determine a student’s mastery level 
for this skill.



Standards Based Assessment Does 
NOT Equate to Letter Grades

Meets 
Standard

The student consistently demonstrates mastery of the 
standard.

A

Approaching 
Mastery

The student is in the process of mastering the standard. B

Developing 
Mastery

The student demonstrates initial understanding of the 
standard with support.

C

Insufficient 
Evidence

The teacher does not have evidence to determine a 
student’s mastery level for this skill.

D



Standards-Based Grading

The Virginia Standards of Learning has identified specific elements 
of knowledge and skills that all students should know and be able to 
do as a result of being in a grade level for a year. 

Examples from VA Standards

1st Grade Math 3rd Grade Reading 5th Grade Writing

1.1   The student will
a) count forward orally by 
ones to 110

3.6  The student will read 
and demonstrate 
comprehension of nonfiction 
texts.
f)   Summarize information

5.7 The student will write in 
a variety of forms to include 
narrative, descriptive, 
expository, and persuasive.
g)   Write a clear topic 
sentence focusing on the 
main idea.



Features of the Reporting System

• Uses proficiency ratings 
instead of letter grades to 
reflect  students’ progress 
toward meeting academic 
standards

• Progress indicated relating to 
the knowledge and skills a 
student is attaining

• Includes a comment section



How might this affect your child?

Students are able to take more 
ownership of their learning.

From: Wondering how 
they are doing in Math...

To: I’m working on 
comparing and ordering 
whole numbers…



How Can You Support the Shift? 

¨ Ask your student questions, such as -
¤ What learning targets are you practicing? 
¤ Which standards have you met? 
¤ How are you demonstrating your learning? 

¨ Review and monitor student progress, 
through –
¤ Daily classwork 
¤ Seesaw – online portfolio
¤ Quarterly progress reports 



End of Quarter - What to Expect

Parents will view the progress report electronically through ParentVue.
• Gr. 1-5 progress report – Nov. 22nd

• K progress report – Feb 19th



More Information 

¨ Link on APS Website: Check for updates
www.apsva.us/standards-based-instruction/

¨ Opportunities for information on student growth: 
P/T Conferences Oct. 24/25 

¨ Parent survey and feedback on new progress 
report (Winter 2020) 

http://www.apsva.us/standards-based-instruction/


Questions?

Sarah Putnam - Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
sarah.putnam@apsva.us , (703)228-2879

Heather Hurley, Supervisor of Personalized Learning 
heather.hurley@apsva.us , (703)228-7206

mailto:sarah.putnam@apsva.us
mailto:heather.hurley@apsva.us

