
APS Visual Art 
Grades 3-5 Summer Learning Choice Board 

➔Directions: Select at least one activity to complete each week.   

Ruler Design 
 

 
Supplies needed: paper, pencil, ruler/straight 
edge, coloring tools 
 
1. Look at paintings of Victor Vasarely and quilts of 
Lucy Mingo and other Gee’s Bend quilters. Think 
about how Victor Vasarely and Lucy Mingo used 
lines and colors.  
 
2. Using a ruler or straight edge, begin making lines 
on your paper that intersect in interesting ways. 
How would you describe your work? Is it similar or 
different to Vasarely and/or Mingo?  
ARTIST TIP → gently slide your pencil along the 
ruler’s edge 
 
3. Add color to finish your beautiful design. 
ARTIST TIP → the amount of pressure used while 
coloring can create dark and light colors. This is 
called value. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Victor Vasarely, Vega-Nor (1969)                                  Lucy Mingo, Bible Story,  
                                                                                                  Gee's Bend, AL (1979) 

 

Shadow Photography 

 
● Supplies: iPad camera, sun 🌞 

On a sunny day, find your shadow. 
Create a fun pose.  

● Use your iPad to photograph your 
shadow poses. 

● Optional: have a friend trace your 
shadow with chalk. 

Now try this: 

1. Use your body to 
make letters. Spell 
your name with 
shadow poses.  

2. Take a picture of 
each shadow letter in 

your name.  

3. Combine them  in a Google doc to spell 
your name. 

 

https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/Victor-Vasarely/339380
https://www.soulsgrowndeep.org/artist/lucy-mingo
https://www.soulsgrowndeep.org/gees-bend-quiltmakers


It’s a bird, it’s a plane! 
 
 

 
Draw a self-portrait, a portrait of a family 

member, a Superhero OR ... invent a  
New Superhero from your imagination. 

 
 

 

Using Artistic Lettering to
Share a Message

 
Social justice art is created to promote social 

change. With words and pictures artists like Samarra 
Khaja and Ricardo Levins Morales use their art to 

share messages about racism, voting and access to 
healthy food.  

 
Samarra Khaja  Ricardo Levins Morales   Favianna Rodriguez 
 
Supplies needed: paper, pencil, ruler/straight edge, 
(optional- crayons, markers or paint) 
1. Look at the posters by Samarra Khaja, Ricardo Levins 
Morales and Favianna Rodriguez, and think about a 
change you would like to see in your community or the 
world. Are you concerned about racial inequality, climate 
change, or something else? What short message would 
you share in your poster?  
2. Using a ruler or straight edge, lightly trace lines where 
you’ll write your message. Space the words on your paper 
by first counting them, and then dividing them along the 
lines by writing lightly  
(ARTIST TIP → create bubble letters by tracing around 
your letters). You can make important words larger and 
help them stand out more.  
3. You can add symbols if you have space, and color the 
letters of your poster  
(ARTIST TIP → the letters are the positive space in your 
artwork), or color the background, leaving the letters white 
(ARTIST TIP → the area around your letters in the 
negative space). Hang your social justice poster in a 
window or on a wall in your home so that it can be shared 
with others. Here are some ideas: 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_justice_art


 
 
Using a simple object from around the house, a 
pencil, and your imagination, create a drawing 
that incorporates the 3D object. 
 

 

Drawing from Life 
Set up a still life of different objects. 

Choose a theme or use random 
objects. What story could they tell 

about you? 
 

1. Draw your basic shapes.  
2. Look for where shapes overlap.  
3. Draw the object closest to you 

first, and overlap to add objects 
farther behind.  

4. Choose to add color in a 
realistic or imaginary way.  

 
Paul Cezanne, 1839-1906  

Still Life, Pears and Green Apples (c. 1873) 
Oil on canvas 

Learn about this painting here. 
 
 

Design a statue 
In 2019, Kehinde Wiley unveiled his statue Rumors of War, a sculpture of a Black 
man created in response to Confederate statues in Richmond, Virginia. He said: 
“In these toxic times art can help us transform and give us a sense of purpose. This 
story begins with my seeing the Confederate monuments. What does it feel like if 
you are black and walking beneath this? We come from a beautiful, fractured 
situation. Let’s take these fractured pieces and put them back together.” 
 

   

https://www.musee-orangerie.fr/en/artwork/still-life-pears-and-green-apples


 
Design a New Monument 

 
In 2019, Kehinde Wiley unveiled his statue Rumors of War, a sculpture of a Black man created in 
response to Confederate statues in Richmond, Virginia. He said: 
 

“In these toxic times art can help us transform and give us a sense of purpose. This story begins with 
my seeing the Confederate monuments. What does it feel like if you are black and walking 
beneath this? We come from a beautiful, fractured situation. Let’s take these fractured pieces and 
put them back together.” 
 

Who else is missing from Monument Ave? 
1. Choose a famous Virginian or a group of Virginians (ex: Pocahontas, Ella Fitzgerald, the 
Indigenous People of Virginia). 
 

2. Sketch a monument. Include the person and symbols representing his or her contributions. 
 

3. Make a sculpture with whatever you have at home—play-dough, Legos, paper towel tubes, 
paper, recycled objects, etc. 

 
Legacy, Vinnie Bagwell, plastilina; Love, Nathan Sawaya,  Legos; paper/paper towel tube figures from 
National Gallery of Canada Children’s Center 

 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/WohM

