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French President Emmanuel Macron was welcomed to the United States November 30 through

December 3, 2022 for President Biden’s first State visit in Washington D.C. President Macron greeted

approximately 1,000 members of the French community and invitees who hailed from various locations

around the United States at a reception at the Embassy of France in Washington D.C. at La Maison

Française. Katy Wheelock attended the event in her national role as the senior Regional Representative

on the Executive Council for the  American Association of Teachers of French (AATF). Macron’s speech to

the attendees focused on the strength and power of the French citizens living in the United States and

their contributions in various spheres (business, space, environment) as well as the importance of the

French language. Additionally, he elaborated on the recent UNESCO announcement whereby  the

French baguette was added to their list of “intangible cultural heritage”. To that end, he described the

baguette as “250 grams of magic and perfection” to chuckles from the audience. He also announced a

new French initiative, French for All, launched via a Joint Statement between the White House and

l’Élysée following a meeting between President Biden and President Macron. Champagne and light

appetizers were served following the speech, and Macron approached the crowd to shake hands and

greet those present.

Following the reception at the French Embassy, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mme Catherine

Colonna, hosted a group of leaders in the fields of French Language and World Languages education to

a dinner at the French Ambassador’s residence. Hosted by Ambassador Etienne Philippe, approximately

20 people gathered for a 3-course meal for a dinner discussion of “French language Teaching in the US.”

All invitees discussed the current state of affairs of French language education with Mathieu Ausseil,

education attaché of the Embassy of France; Katy Wheelock, a high school teacher in Arlington Public

Schools and American Association of Teachers Region III Representative; Janet Horne, French

department chair at the University of Virginia; Lisa Harris, Virginia Department of Education Supervisor

for World Languages; Fabrice Jaumont, a scholar-practitioner focusing on Dual Language Immersion

(DLI); ACTFL Executive Director Howie Berman; Joint National Committee for Languages Executive

Director Amanda Seewald; franco-american Maine Speaker of the House, Ryan Fecteau; Rhonda

Broussard, Emmanuel Kayembé and Madeleine Dobie as well as additional representatives from the

French government. The enthusiasm for Macron’s new initiative, French for All, was evident by all in the

room. With a goal to support French language education across the United States, the initiative will

focus four areas: 1) DLI initiatives, particularly in Title I schools; 2) the development of programs for

French Heritage language programs; 3) French in Higher Education to innovate and assist with faculty

training and internships in France for American students; 4) New Pathways to Teaching French to

leverage French-speaking Americans and encourage them to begin a career in French education.


