
Social Studies Advisory Committee 2023-2024 Recommendation (DRAFT 2.23.24) 

Recommendation: The Social Studies Advisory Committee (SSAC, see Appendix A) recommends 

that the School Board hire a full-time elementary school specialist in Social Studies education. 

Need: Currently, the Social Studies Office consists of three people: Terrell Fleming (Social Studies 

Supervisor), Andrea Mendoza (Social Studies Specialist), and Barbara Ann Lavelle (Social Studies 

Administrative Assistant). While both Mr. Fleming and Ms. Mendoza have backgrounds in 

secondary school social studies education, no one in the Social Studies office is trained to work 

specifically with K-5 teachers on social studies curricula. These two are tasked with supporting more 

than 20 elementary schools, in addition to the middle and high schools in Arlington County. They are 

simply not able to devote sufficient time and attention to the unique needs of elementary learners, or 

the unique demands of social studies education at the elementary level. Elementary school teachers 

must address difficult but essential topics, as well as provide context for complex current events, and 

ensure that the instruction is both factually accurate and age-appropriate. This makes the teaching of 

history, civics, and other social studies disciplines a uniquely dynamic and challenging undertaking. 

Recognizing that APS must also continue to invest in classroom teachers and instructional staff, this 

elementary specialist will nevertheless be an important resource for teachers. SSAC has 

recommended for years that additional time be spent on social studies instruction in elementary 

school, citing studies that show “a strong link between Social Studies learning and literacy 

improvement” (see Social Studies Advisory Committee 2021-2022 Recommendation, Appendix B). 

And with updated Virginia Standards of Learning for History and Social Science now being 

implemented, a full-time elementary school specialist will provide much-needed guidance to teachers 

to ensure their instruction aligns with the new standards.  With the recent introduction of Core 

Knowledge Language Arts (CKLA) into elementary school classrooms, an elementary school 

specialist is of critical importance to ensure that any social studies instruction done using CKLA 

resources also aligns with the aforementioned state standards for history and social science.  The 

Committee is concerned that overreliance on CKLA for social studies instruction does not provide 

opportunities for students to develop the necessary skills to meet the state’s standards.   

Solution: A full-time elementary social studies specialist will address these needs, while also helping 

APS honor one of its Core Values: “Eliminat[ing] opportunity gaps and achieve excellence by 

providing access to schools, resources, and learning opportunities according to each student’s unique 

needs.” The specialist’s duties will include: 

• Coordinating with teachers to integrate social studies instruction into reading, ELA, and 

math lessons—thus increasing time spent on social studies materials while also helping 

students improve in these other core subjects (see Appendix B) 

 

• Acting as a specific point of contact for K-5 teachers and parents regarding social studies 

education and best practices 
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• Providing professional learning opportunities for teachers, experiential learning opportunities 

for students, and aligning curricula to standards set by the Office of Academics 

 

• Reviewing textbooks for classroom use by elementary school teachers, and acquiring social 

studies materials for elementary school teachers that align with Virginia Standards of 

Learning 

 

• Encouraging and effectuating peer-to-peer learning among K-5 teachers 

Budgetary Implications: The permanent budgetary implications for this would be $105,000 per 

fiscal year, inclusive of the incumbent’s salary and benefits. 

Strategic Plan Alignment: This request fulfills APS’s Strategic Plan. In addition, research has 

shown that integrating social studies curricula into other subjects like reading and math can improve 

student performance in these “core” academic areas. When students apply mathematical or literary 

knowledge in a social science context, the application reinforces their knowledge, and demonstrates 

the utility of what they have learned.   

Staff Response: Staff fully supports this recommendation. 

Committee Vote:  We did not have enough members at our February meeting to vote to approve the 

draft as our final recommendation, although Committee members have expressed support for the 

draft recommendation at past meetings.  Since our submission of the draft to the School Board in 

January, we have added the highlighted language in response to concerns made to the Committee 

regarding teacher use of CKLA for social studies instruction.  The committee members present at the 

February meeting approved of both the additional language and the draft in general.  We intend to 

bring this draft, or one substantially like it, to a vote at our next meeting, provided that there is a 

quorum.  If and when approved, we will submit the final recommendation to the School Board. 
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Appendix A: 2023-24 SSAC Members and Leadership 

Liaison: Terrell Fleming 

Chair: Caroline Rogus 

Vice Chair: Nathaniel Green 

Members: 

Allan Carey 

Brandon Clark 

Anjy Cramer 

Yahya Fouz 

Janet Hayes 

Mariam McClure-Simonyan 

Melanie Vela 
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