Advisory Committee on English Learners - Minutes
17 April 2024, 7 PM Room 202 Syphax Education Center

Present: Amy Graham (Chair), Jared Peet, Anne Zebra, Luisa Concepcion, Teri Murphy —
Office of English Leaners (OEL)

Absent: Patty Gallardo.
Opening: The meeting began promptly at 7 PM.

Agenda Items
1. Approval of February minutes: The minutes of the February ACEL meeting were approved.
There was no March ACEL meeting as we conducted outreach activities.

2. Office of English Learners Update — Teri Murphy represented OEL because Sam Klein was
attending a meeting in another jurisdiction.

3. Review and summary of input from English learner teachers and parents. During the April
meeting, ACEL members participated in a “museum walk™. On the walls, we posted key
statements that were related to ideas that were repeated and amplified during the
meetings with parents and teachers, input from ACTL and other sources. ACEL members
then had about 15 minutes to review these exhibits and identify the most important.

The following statements resonated most strongly with members of the committee:

e There’s no consistency within or between schools in how English is taught even at
the very beginning levels.

e APS has ELs with very different levels of prior education. There needs to be more
than one path.

e Teachers have to do more than just show students pictures. They need to help them
understand relationships between words, concepts and subjects.

e We promote students to a new level before they demonstrate competency.

e Teachers aren’t teaching the basics, even at level 1. Rigor is the goal but ELs still
need the basics.

e Effective teaching of ELs requires a deep understanding of their needs.

e True coteaching can be a powerful model but requires mutual respect and co-
planning time.

e Some students don’t feel safe asking questions in class. They also feel that teachers
need more compassion for students learning English.

After discussing the statements above, a number of key themes emerged to focus our
recommendations.

e APS need to improve its methods of identifying and supporting SLIFE students
(those with limited or interrupted formal education).



e While rigorous instruction is essential for ELs, the foundations for that instruction
must be carefully constructed.

e (Good co-teaching can help address problems with materials, encourage rigor and
conversation and help create a classroom culture in which students are not afraid of
asking questions. However, too often EL specialists simply “push in.”

Amy agreed to write a report summarizing our approach, key themes and
recommendations to be reviewed at the May meeting.



