Advisory Committee on English Learners - Minutes
21 February 2024, 7 PM Room 202 Syphax Education Center

Present: Amy Graham (Chair), Jared Peet, Sam Klein — Office of English Leaners (OEL)

Absent: Anne Zebra, Luisa Concepcion (APS Teacher), Patty Gallardo.

Opening: The meeting began promptly at 7 PM.

Agenda Items
1. Approval of January minutes

2. Office of English Learners Update — Sam Klein gave an update on the following:

Over 100 English learner teachers attended sessions on February 7 (on an early release
day.) OEL received over 40 evaluations with scores of 8, 9 and 10.

The planning factors study is ongoing. Terri Murphy is on the task force. The results of
the student may not become effective until a better year for the budget.

Participation in the WIDA test is better this year than it has been for the last two years.
OEL just planned the 3™ quarter site visits. OEL has also given three out of five
scheduled trainings to the entire staff of Long Branch ES. Teachers there were very
receptive to the information. OEL has completed 3 trainings for the entire staff of Drew
ES.

3. Planning for Listening Sessions

Review of school calendar: We want to conduct interviews as soon as possible Amy
noted that there is no school on March 15 due to conferences; spring break is from March
25 to March 29, April 10 is a holiday and April 15 there is no school for students due to
grade preparation day.

Review of enrollment data: Sam identified 5 schools with over 175 English learners:
Kenmore MS, Gunston MS, Thomas Jefferson MS, Wakefield HS and Washington-
Liberty HS. We decided to reach out through OEL to W&L and to Gunston MS. Amy
will also reach out to former students and colleagues.

Identification of stakeholders: We would like to interview teachers (ESL and content),
the EL counselor, an administrator (especially on the topic of the master schedule),
students and parents. However, we recognize this may not be possible.

Format — Jared suggested we use an empathetic interview format and agreed to share
some background information on this format as well as examples of questions used in
earlier committee work.

Topics - We identified a long list of topics: EL staffing, coteaching challenges, master
scheduling, changes to the program of studies, student priorities (including access to
extracurricular activities), class size information, academic scaffolding and opportunities



for student support. Amy identified her priorities as coteaching challenges and changes
to the program of studies. Jared identified his priorities as ...
Next steps:
o Amy will send Sam a statement of purpose that he can use when he reaches out to
principals at Gunston and W&L.
o Amy will send Jared some language to use to recruit new members for ACEL
o Jared will share information on empathetic interviews.






