Advisory Committee on English Learners - Minutes
17 January 2024, 7 PM Room 202 Syphax Education Center

Present: Amy Graham (Chair), Jared Peet, Sam Klein — Office of English Leaners (OEL)

Absent: Anne Zebra, Luisa Concepcion (APS Teacher), Patty Gallardo.

Opening: The meeting began promptly at 7 PM. This meeting was held via Zoom.

Agenda Items
1. Approval of December minutes: The December minutes were approved.

2. Clarification of changes to the secondary program of studies.

a) Will students have the same teacher for English language development and their grade
level English language arts class? Sam did not know if the teacher would be the same.

b) What is the curriculum for the ELD courses? Sam mentioned CENGAGE which
focuses on speaking, listening and critical thinking.

c) Why are WIDA 1 students placed in grade level math classes given that math has its
own challenging academic vocabulary? Sam said that English learner can’t be kept in
separate classes for the entire school day so they are mixed with other students in math
classes.

d). How can a single ELD class provide all the language development needed for four
other content classes (math, science, social studies and language arts) and teach students
English? If a class is 45 minutes, that’s less than 10 minutes per course.

e) Which teachers have had 45 hours of professional learning on supporting English
learners? Sam said teachers in science, social studies, math and ELA have had training.
They were given a range of options but all was on second language acquisition. The
training was well-received with most participants rating it highly.

3. Planning for next steps. We agreed to try to schedule meetings with EL teachers, content
teachers, EL counselors, students and parents to learn more about issues affecting English learner
education at the secondary level.



