
Advisory Committee on English Learners - Minutes 
May 15, 2024, 7 PM Room 202 Syphax Education Center  

 
Present:  Amy Graham (Chair), Jared Peet, Anne Zebra, Luisa Concepción, Sam Klein – Office 
of English Leaners (OEL) 
 
Absent:  Patty Gallardo.  
 
Opening: The meeting began promptly at 7 PM.  
 
Agenda Items 
1.  Approval of April minutes:  The minutes of the April meeting were approved.   
 
2.  Review of Draft Report and Recommendations: The committee reviewed a draft report with 
two recommendations 
 
Recommendation 1 A Path for SLIFE Students:  First, ACEL recommends having the Office 
of English Learners (OEL) identify a specific path for students with limited or interrupted 
formal education (SLIFE students) beginning with an enhanced SLIFE identification 
process.  Other necessary SLIFE supports include appropriate class sizes, co-planning time 
for teachers, an explicit curriculum and related materials designed specifically for these 
students, professional learning and assessment that includes competency testing. 
 
Recommendation 2: Prioritize and Track Coteaching:  ACEL also recommends that OEL 
develop a priority list for coteaching of secondary courses taken by EL students and begin 
to explicitly track how often coteaching is taking place within those classes.   Tracking 
coteaching will enable APS to set specific goals and compare outcomes of classes with and 
without a co-teacher.    
 
We considered but ultimately rejected a third recommendation explicitly requesting OEL to 
identify best practices from exemplary secondary programs as we believe this is already 
underway.   
 
Note: The final report, after edits suggested by ACEL members was submitted to the School 
Board on June 7, 2024. 
 
 


