
 SSAC Minutes: August 22, 2024 
Minutes (compiled by AI [Tactiq], transcript edited Anjy Cramer)  

I.Attendance – Nate Green, Anjy Cramer, Allen Carey (virtual), Erik Johnson, Caroline 
Rogus, Student Visitor, Staff: Christine Joy, Andrea Mendoza  
  

II.Approve minutes from May 16 – Quorum met, Approved 4-0  
  

III.Introduction of Christine Joy, new SSAC liaison  
Christine introduced herself, giving an overview of her time at APS before accepting the 
SS Supervisor position. The committee welcomed her and offered to be a resource to 
support her department. Caroline, our previous chair will share previous 
recommendations to the SB with her.  
  
  

IV.Nate update on new law re: virtual meetings  
a. Steve Marku confirmed to Nate that an in-person meeting can include virtual 
attendees  

  
  

V.APS High Schoolers’ interest in SSAC?  
We have had great representation from HS students in the past and need their 
perspective from the classroom. Those that volunteer though need to know that it’s a 
monthly commitment. Our visitor will explore the possibility of joining the committee 
and offered to talk to his social studies teacher about other student interest. Some 
members with HS children offered to email their children’s teachers. Christine will send 
a letter to all social studies teachers asking for student volunteers. Perhaps reach out 
to History clubs/Honor Societies?  
  
  

VI.Items to pursue this academic year  
a. SSAC recommendation from previous 2 years: FT elementary specialist in 
Social Studies education.   

The committee agreed that we should put forward the recommendation again 
recognizing that budget realities may preclude funding for another year.  

b. Note-taking instruction  
i.Inquiring if/how note-taking is taught as part of curriculum (Social 

Studies or otherwise), how note-taking can improve reading 
comprehension in SS and in other classes.  

The committee discussed that notetaking isn’t exclusive to SS instruction 
and intersects with most if not all subject areas, and that we should 
collaborate with the ELA advisory group. Nate will follow up with them.  
We spent some time discussing how notetaking is already being taught in 
schools. There is limited explicit training around taking notes, but there are a 
few examples:  

• There was a literacy strategy for secondary started last year 
called PACT (using vocabulary as anchor text – using notetaking 
as a literary skill). One HS has already asked for support with 
implementation.  



• AP/IB classes do teach some notetaking strategies. SLOT 
notetaking  
• ASEAC’s recommendation last year was that  “Instructional 
Studies” (an executive functioning class for SPED students) will 
be eventually an elective for gen ed. Christine stated that that 
goal is 2025-26. Notetaking can be explicitly taught there too. 
What about in elementary school?  

  
Committee discussed how students transitioning from high school 
to college often struggle with notetaking. Students are not used to 
reading without some sort of agenda/synthesizing texts for 
understanding and for test taking strategy. Students should be 
taught about different notetaking styles and learn how to 
incorporate reading into their own writing. How to highlight. How to 
summarize. This skill is applicable especially in Social Studies 
subjects, but has wide applicability in other academic fields.  
  
Christine wants to develop a centralized Google Drive where 
teachers can collaborate and share SS teaching strategies. A lot of 
our teaching is not standardized… however, we want to give 
teachers the creativity but also give them resources that work well 
for others.  
  
  

ii.Visiting SS classrooms? Concerns were expressed around entering 
classrooms, it might be disruptive to teachers. Is it even allowed? One 
member commented that it was our previous supervisor’s (Terrell 
Fleming’s) idea. Issue was left unresolved.  

  
VII.Other agenda items?   

a. Social Studies SOLs. Andrea gave a brief summary/history of how the new 
VA state SOLs for SS were formulated. They have been approved now, with full 
implementation slated for 2025-26. Staff will spend some time in PL imparting 
the new instructional framework to schools. The committee asked to keep us 
apprised on implementation.  
b. Civic Education – should be more of an emphasis in all grades. There was a 
recommendation put forth to the board a few years ago re: civic ed, and we 
should review and update. Also, the VA Museum of History which just put out a 
few Civics curriculum. Andrea will learn more about it very soon.  

  
  

VIII.Adjourned 8:06 pm  
 


