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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  APS School Board 

CC:  Dr. Francisco Durán, Superintendent; Dr. Gerald Mann, Chief Academic Officer 

FROM:  Jenny Roahen Rizzo, Vice Chair - Subcommittees, ACTL 

RE:  Five ACTL subcommittee final recommendations, School Year 2024-25  

DATE:  May 21, 2025 
 

 
Attached please find final recommendations from the following ACTL subcommittees. If the 
subcommittee made substantive changes to their document after meeting with the School 
Board in work sessions, those changes are highlighted in the attachments in yellow. 

In particular, please note the new recommendation from the Math Advisory Committee that 
has emerged in response to a new state law passed this spring. 

Educational Technology Advisory Committee  

Chair: Melissa Hyatt 

Staff liaisons: Jackie Firster, Stephanie 
McIntyre 

 
Recommendation #1: Device Provision & Management Recommendation 

a. Discontinue devices for Pre-K students 
b. Move to shared devices for K students  
c. Create a new policy: elementary students’ devices remain at school 
d. Create a new policy: Screen-free periods during non-instructional 

times for elementary and middle (school issued device) 
e. Shift to keyboard cases for students in grades 3-5 

 
Recommendation #2: Repurpose a position to support the work of ITCs from 
central office.  
 

English Language Arts Advisory Committee 

Chair: Mike Miller 

Staff liaison: Sarah Cruz 

Recommendation: APS should hire five district-level literacy coaches (three for 
elementary, one for middle school, and one for high school) to provide 
teachers with job-embedded professional learning. 

Math Advisory Committee 

Chair: Greg Eastman 

Staff liaison: Carl Seward 

Recommendation #1: MAC recommends that APS’s 6th grade Prealgebra 
course should compact two years of math content, not three years of content 
as occurs presently:  

• Current 6th grade Prealgebra Course: Covers Math 6, Math 7, and Math 8 
content  

• Recommended 6th grade Prealgebra Course: Would cover Math 6 and 
Math 7 content 

 
Recommendation #2 (NEW): MAC recommends that APS offers 3 math classes 
in 6th grade: Math 6, Math 6 Advanced, and 6thgrade Prealgebra for School 
Year 2025-26. This is in response to a new state law that effective for SY 25-26 
that would result in an estimated 50% of APS’s 6th graders being required to be 
placed into an “advanced” course. MAC believes that this will maximize the 
opportunities for students.  
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School Health Advisory Board (SHAB) 

Chair: Sheila Kelly 

Vice chair: Mary Sanders 

Staff liaison: Robin Wallin 

Recommendation #1: Buy locking cell phone/device pouches for all APS high 
school students. 
 
Recommendation #2: Food waste reduction 
1. Mandate that schools implement food waste-reduction and food rescue 
strategies, for example, establishing a share table and/or food bus in their 
cafeterias.  
2. Require all schools to have nutrition education materials available in English 
and Spanish (depending on the needs of the school) in cafeterias.  
3. Suggest that schools put up educational posters with food waste reduction 
messaging in cafeterias–in English and Spanish (depending on the needs of the 
school). 
 
Recommendation #3: Student health 
1. Mandate that Student Services deploy a two-question survey to all APS 
parents to better understand what parents are most concerned about with 
their children’s health.  
2. Recommend the School Board utilize evidence of the known physical and 
mental health harms of EdTech and screen time in its deliberations on the 
future of APS 1:1 device policy in ES and limits on screen time in APS K-12. 
 
Recommendation #4: Middle school recess 
Suggest implementation of 10-15 minute recess at lunchtime at all APS MS. 
Use ideas/best practices from those schools who currently implement it 
successfully.   

Science Advisory Committee  

 
Co-Chairs: Aya Nakamura, Larry Fishtahler 
 
Staff liaison: Dr. Dat Le 

Recommendation #1: Provide additional direct instructional (“intervention”) 
services to elementary school students requiring additional instruction in order 
to be adequately prepared for the 5th grade Science SOL Test. Prioritize: 
schools that have seriously concerning SOL Test outcomes, and students in 
identified subgroups that have seriously concerning SOL Test outcomes.  
To accomplish this, the SAC recommends that APS pilot science 
interventionists at three elementary schools. Using data from science unit 
assessments, these interventionists will provide specialized instruction to 
students struggling with science concepts, using evidence-based strategies to 
improve their comprehension. The SAC believes the three schools serving as 
pilots with the science interventionists will yield a high Return on Investment 
(ROI) and will provide a model for APS to move towards to ensure science 
success for all elementary students.  
 
Recommendation #2: The SAC recommends that APS reexamines the 
elementary master schedule to ensure that there is adequate science 
instructional time at each grade level. More specifically, the science 
instructional minutes need to be consistent to recommendations on the APS 
Policy Implementation Procedures (PIPs I-6) and align with the Department of 
Academics curriculum documents and pacing guides.   

 
 

The Dual-Language Immersion Sub-subcommittee and the Career, Technical, and Adult 
Education Advisory Committee are finalizing their recommendations at their May meetings, 
and we will submit them by the end of the school year. 


