Advisory Committee for English Learners
Meeting #6, Wednesday. 4-15-26 (Virtual)

Agenda + Minutes (in italics)

Attending: Karli Boothe, Anjy Cramer, Amy Graham, Robin Liten-Tejada, Anne Zebra
Absent: Luisa Concepcion, Michelle Marrero
Staff Liaison: Sam Klein

.  Warm Up: What’s your favorite part of spring?

[I.  OEL Update (Sam)

About 5700 students took the WIDA ACCESS test. WL and Wakefield
closed the school for two days of testing, which led to higher first round
participation.

They are now engaged in Pre-K testing, with 435 students, same number
as last year.

Secondary schools engaged in schedule-palooza. Every EL schedule is
completed with an OEL staff member to ensure proper placement,
including in AP & Intensified classes.

Summer school hiring is underway. Last year there was a new curriculum
for Elementary and MS, which went well and will be used again. SS is for
Level 1 and 2 students who haven’t met benchmarks in math and reading.
Classes are co-taught, and there are also bilingual reading classes. Other
students who wish to attend are on a waitlist. HS classes will be co-taught
courses for students who haven’t passed.

Sam spoke with Arturo Ramirez, Family Engagement Coordinator, at
Barrett regarding our visit. Arturo suggested meeting with Gates of
Ballston parents who meet once a month, parents of students who
participate in their after-school program. Their next parent meeting is May
12. However, after further discussion of confusions around the EL council
charge, we decided to have Sam inquire about coming in June. We need

to clarify what our actual purpose would be in visiting.



lll.  Approval of our 2/18/26 Minutes - approved 5-0

IV.  Update on School Board vote to create an EL Council (Robin & Anjy)

A.

School Board voted to create an EL council and eliminate standing
sub-committees

SB members Zuraya Tapia-Hadley and Bethany Sutton spoke with Anjy &
Robin about the council charge they were considering. Anjy sent
feedback.

Here is the Board Doc describing the English Learner Advisory Council

charge or focus
Zuraya will pop into our meeting at 7:45 pm to share updates and answer
questions. (SHE DIDN’'T COME)

. Reactions?

o We are confused about the ELAC charge

o Who does the Board see as patrticipating in the council? The
charge is not parent-friendly, more like the work for consultants.

o Many of these questions have already been asked and
recommendations been made. Rather than reinventing the wheel,
we should look back at previous recommendations to see how they
have been followed.

o There are so many pieces to this charge. Not doable by volunteers
meeting monthly, and then leading to a written report with just 3-5
recommendations. The charge needs to be narrowed down.

o Is this information already being collected through the parent
groups that already exist and meet reqularly?

o Why isn’t the 5-year EL Strategic Action Plan included in the Board
Doc resources? This document includes several bullets about
parent engagement. We’re unsure if the Board is aware of this

document.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zCQmLe4YUUjCV02YiR46CT-Jr5DKhBOygGyCpoZN0Qw/edit?usp=sharing
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/arlington/Board.nsf/files/DT5H6R47001B/$file/English%20Learner%20Advisory%20Council%20-%20CHARGE%20Temp-%20For%20SY%202026-27.pdf

V.  Other business

Next Meeting: May 20



