
Advisory Committee on English Learners 
Meeting & Minutes #4, Wednesday, 12-17-25 

Virtual via Teams (if link fails, see Sam’s email from 12/15) 
 
Attending: Karli Boothe, Anjy Cramer, Amy Graham, Robin Liten-Tejada, Michelle Marrero, Anne 
Zebra 
Absent: Luisa Concepcion, Pattrice Park 
 

AGENDA 
 

I.​ Welcome: Looking forward to anything for the holidays, or favorite holiday memory/tradition? 

II.​ Approval of the 11/19/25 Minutes (approved 6-0) 

III.​ OEL Update from Sam 

●​ OEL continues to conduct many school presentations on a variety of topics, especially 
on scaffolding and interactive structures; new teacher cohort also continues 

●​ WIDA ACCESS for ELs test name changed to just WIDA ACCESS.  5100 students will 
be tested in the 8-week window. 

●​ Principals are working in professional learning groups.  3 of the 12 groups have chosen 
to focus on ELs 

IV.​ Finish from last meeting. Do we endorse Social Studies recommendation #2? 

●​ Anjy presented the Social Studies recommendation on incorporating African American 
and Latin American history into the revised 5th grade U.S. History curriculum. Our team 
gave feedback on the importance of having EL adaptations and supports in place from 
day one. 

●​ Michelle has been working diligently with SS Supervisor Christine Joy to adapt 
curriculum and insert Kagan structures, while at the same time ensuring depth and 
complexity, not just low level activities. 

●​ ACEL voted to endorse the recommendations 5-0, 1 abstention (Anjy abstained as she 
is the chair of the Social Studies Committee) 

V.​ Discuss Working Group final vote and next steps 

A.​ Voted 9-5 to recommend ending standing committees, with EL seats on each of the 6 or 
so large new councils.  School Board will vote on new PIP in March (not Dec 18 as we 
originally understood) 

B.​ December 2 WG presentation (EL Slides 13, 20; Slide 22 explains how School Board 
would issue yearly council charges), plus additional rationale from Working Group Chair 
explaining their EL vote and how the EL seats could work 

C.​ Meeting of Superintendent’s Advisory Committee on Immigrant and Refugee Student 
Concerns (SACIRSC), December 3 

https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_Nzg2YjA1ZWUtOTA1Ny00Yjk3LWIxZDMtOGFkMTg2YmE5Njk4%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522313708a6-b7e9-492c-ac7a-f19734f3f702%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25226e46d0bd-deed-4997-afd6-8ae2bd76ed10%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=1f5301e3-0d19-4068-b011-2f918847e454&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J5CjKLSfpPcDe2hy88na28aV3-KhskBLy_c0aFMw8ng/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LwwWWLTB16_xzeWpOSSBhjWAPOlcZEuSqCot1DKYFYw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/57/2025/12/WG-Meeting12-Slide-Deck-2-Dec-2025.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c-CV7ej2rdANIR0YRKhdv0y5iWx5CsmuBpRAZlTIefc/edit?usp=sharing


1.​ Dr. Duran prefers a standing EL Council. Also asked for support advocating for 
translating SOL tests 

2.​ Speakers mentioned active student and parent groups.  

D.​ Advocacy next steps: What are you willing and able to do? Sign ASHPA petition? 

●​ We discussed all of the above.  Members were invited to sign the petition if they so 
desired.  We talked about continued advocacy and letter writing to the Board after the 
holidays. 

VI.​ Support for translating SOL tests into Spanish? Pros & Cons? 

A.​ Here are two articles about the issue from Jan 2025: Article 1 and Article 2 

●​ We discussed the pros and cons.  We concluded that translated tests could benefit a 
small group of students, but what would be more beneficial for a much larger group 
would be adapted tests, like we used to have with Plain English Math. 

VII.​ Future ACEL meetings, invite parent advocate leaders to share about their groups? Other 
ideas? 

●​ Sam will try to obtain a list from School & Community Relations of active APS 
Latino/immigrant parent groups. 

●​ Sam will also invite Jessica Salvador, WK Asst Principal, to come talk to us about their 
active parent groups at Wakefield. We should learn about active groups to think about 
future recruitment, how we can make parents feel comfortable participating. 

VIII.​ ACEL Recommendations: Still “wordsmithing”, adding data. Jan 7: present to ACTL; Jan 20: 
School Board Work Session (?); Jan 27: present to School Board 

Next Meeting: no meeting January 21 due to ACTL and School Board Work Sessions.  Next meeting 
February 18. 

Have a wonderful winter holiday season! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTE5Dmz1UGxOGOM0c6KadiV2kV9GA6w0IXzjMVUsWHvYO7Wg/viewform
https://www.baconsrebellion.com/a-commonsense-bill-for-math-sol-exams-in-spanish/
https://www.ffxnow.com/2025/01/15/legislation-to-translate-k-12-assessments-into-multiple-languages-advances-in-virginia/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LfGvNt-Mk9fUAr1YV3q9XZyPaBwblovzJh77rPItJGI/edit?usp=sharing

