SSAC Agenda, May 18, 2026 (6:30-7:30PM) - VIRTUAL on Microsoft Teams
NOT APPROVED

1.) Welcome
In attendance: Anjy Cramer, Aryana Bhatt, Khaled Elgindy, Emery Ahmed, Diana West,
Joseph Kochanek, Christine Joy (staff)

2.) Approval of April 2026 minutes
Diana motioned, Khaled second, motion passed unanimously.

3.) SSAC next year - UPDATE
SSAC will continue to exist next year as a standing subcommittee. The School Board will
issue a separate directive to guide our work. The application will open Wednesday, May
20. The application link is here and will remain open through late October. If you chair
SSAC, you must also apply to and actively serve on the larger Academics Council. The
chair application is included in the link above.

4.) Social Studies Office Update
Christine presented revised 5th Grade US History | draft slides and solicited feedback.

5.) VDOE Update
Our co-chair was invited to present our recommendations to VDOE
representatives. She asked the VDOE to consider collaborating with divisions to
develop best practices for guiding elementary school social studies instructional
time. She referenced multiple studies, including SSAC's most cited one, which
strongly suggest that increased social studies instructional time significantly
improves ELA and Math standardized test scores and overall learning outcomes.

Per Recommendation #2, a new study was published which she presented as well.
Ethnic studies increases GPAs with the largest gains in math and science; and
reduces course failure. These benefits extended to all student groups, with
stronger effects among Black and Latinx students and those with IEPs. The study
suggests that ethnic studies programs can potentially reduce disparities in student
outcomes. She urged the VDOE to encourage divisions to foster strong social
studies programs where all students feel seen in the curriculum.

As an unintended result, we learned that our 2025-26 recommendation will be
included in the VDOE Listening Tours' final draft, which will be submitted to Gov.
Spanberger for review.

6.) SSAC party/celebration planning to celebrate our year and work.
7.) Adjournment: 7:25pm


https://www.apsva.us/engage/school-board-advisory-councils/

